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Five years to the month after Protext version | was
lonced Aro r lased o prosnt version 3 oneormoe p
forward in both ease of use and performr
Protext 5.0 introduces a completely imegmlld system of poll down menus
ond menus are among the many operations that may now
be carried out with either the mouse or the keyboard. Protext reall does give
you the best of both worlds.

PROTEXTESHN0,

2 New fast & easy o use pull down
e systom v diogrborts e
lerts; il elecor; mous dogging o sef,
bloc. enus omplment exsing

[}

Prtet 5.0 bndes pritr ot bl nd . Voo
of any nu oportional printer fonts, mix them frely within any line,
cntre them in ».e.m;, s tonataly fonattd futntes. o Poest
oy fornts your e s you tp o e b many ot hnges
You use, showing you Leuks exacly us they wilbe prined.
Protext 5.0 i sill the n.,nm i processor around. Even though we have
e lhess oo improvmnt we hove ke rot s o e ht
text editing is s fust as ever. The menus work smoothly
il ighresaluin diploys. Bt of cows, you con 56 Pratot's oot set
of comonds o heys st s bfor nd 5 romes compatle it of
carier versions from 1.0 om
Protext 5.0 o worthy sucessorto verson 4, which was desrbed s “the
st word processor at any price”, “the best fext processor on

and “the most powerful word processor on the Atari ST* (AU, ST/Amiga
Format, ST User).
Protext 5.0 herakds a new era of malti-ingual Eoropean software, in ime for
1992 and the opening up of Eastern Europe. Protext may be used in ot least
27 diferent languoges and has 10
different natonal keyboord layouts
il in (pus the copabilty 1o define

your own symbols and

keyboard layouts).

ot replace them. Menus may be used
with mouse or keyboord. Amiga version
Tllow Intuton guidelines.

- Enhanced prining copobilies spports mliple proprional fonsmiing of

‘margin, haders nd footers independent of main ext fon,Tabs, deimol fbs nd
cente fab. Extensive range of priter drivrs supple

2 Moliple file editng - p 0 3 Fles moy be pen; sl sree etng

2 Graphics mode support on PCallowsus invirolly any fxt o raphics mode
o 132l or 5 ne G ol e dffed s ndon s

dmmmq

¢ Language supportincdes Abanion, Bsque, Cech, Dish,Dutch nglsh,
Esperanto, Estonian, Flemish, Finnish, French, German, Hungarian, Irish, Itaian, Latin,

Lihuonion, Norwegion, Polsh Portuguese, Rumarion, Sebocration, Sk, porish,
lovee,Swedish,Wekh (ale: some pinier o ot spport ol languags].
2 Index and o fokes morked words o phross conens
y
ofcontents ouput.
sl Jetely new 110,000 y
(Gumnn Svedsh vl now,thers o ollov).
 Many other
gures; 5 ; 40 oo
ppot; o, i !
p..uu..g ith speciol revised manual

plsnew trl gide.

¢ And don'tforget Protext still ncludes bockground pintng;box maipulton;
ol e i o s o pedpne

Mp Ivme ‘ond date; typewriter mode; line drawing; disc uiiies.

Prices
Protex p o diecly
PC Aniga ST Archimedes
95 £14995 14995 14995
glndt fomvi2 60 960 %0 WA
ﬁm s s 75 75 €75 WA
Protex 4. 9995 59995 59995 WA
e 1 2995 7995 2995 due 1991 01
Notes

Proext 5.0 reuires of st 40K of memory n ol machines
Protex 4.2 reuies flos 512K of memory n ll mocines
Prodaa requires 148 of memory on the Amiga

Arnor Ltd (Auc}, 611 Lincoln Road, Peferbomugh PE1 3HA. Tel: 0733 68909 (24 hr), Fax: 0733 67299
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A5000~B500

IS YOUR AMIGA STILL IN THE STONE AGE?

S "UNLEASH THE POWER OF YOUR AMIGA”

. Y JUST ADD TO YOURAMIGA FOR ¥V

el ® B5000-25 Faster than the CBM A3000-25 ®
® 500-1000% Faster than your Amiga ®
© Massive 4-32Mb of superfast memory ®
® 100% Software compatibility ® =

® Plug-in up to a 50 MHz Maths Co-Pro ®
® B5000 has advanced 32-bit Paged-Mode design ®

® 32-bit Kickstart — five/ten times faster ®
® Three models — Asooo-wssams/yﬂﬂﬂ 40 ®

et
INTERPACE 1. nmm»mummww.w-
INTERFAGE 2: AT82000 Goprocessor Zorol) cad (fo BE00040 ony)

A5000-16 B5000-25 B5000-40
(Price includes IMb RAM) (Price includes [Mb RAM) (Price includes 4Mb RAM)

(Al prices inclusive of VAT)

SOLID STATE LEISURE LIMITED



effort is no exception. /g
Rollerpede will keep /.
you ennated 1o (09
weeks! Py,
Treasure Island.
Pit your wits against some cun .
ning problems in this superb demo of the
HatRack Adventure Generator

Musical madness!: weve gone bonkers! Not only have we
packed TWO great tunes into this month's Tune-of-the-Month,
\ any disk

e
=

JMenu: Now you too can produce professional menus from a
script file. Menu does it all wth ease and simlicity

imageED and Past : Use this excellent combi-
nation of utilities for complete control over your system gadgets.
and those with the urgy is

Encrypt: protect sensitive files from prying eyes with this handy
utiity. Make e ly one who can get to i

apture the coolest colours for your Workbench

he
INJITENERIIySTEEY
VATSLITETd)
nelrlals
odntsearciot;

e ——
el o g o

e peviin Wi oy
e e b ek e

g ot 4 et o oy 7 S, s st

e ks L)l sy 0

ey LT UTOPRESS
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e, At Pt Mo K10 0.

-+ Something for

everyone, every
month, from the
~ Amiga experts
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REGULARS FEATURES

What's new Back to the future
Vi e e O geoe s (38
Public Domain Write like a pro

Our regular guide to the best n free software. Stevie Kennedy takes a look at the latest
Pl Austn st ut th best from he et B D) verson of the Prowritevord processor

Beginner's guide: CLI  The hard stuff

Confused by the Amiga's Command Line? @5 OurTechncl Ebtor gt nee desplnthe 67

5

P Y .
Gallery Going for Gould
Proudly ntir two page shc Chair f Commodore, Irving Gould has

E Py priogatvopusshowcse @@ ool Conmodar, g 73

ACAS The magic of MED

‘The Amiga Computing Advice Serviceis Paul Austin takes a look at the builtin sample 95
a2 € hand with tec hlp ... | 1 7 editor sported by our ol riend MED 3 ..

ESP

Era Surfs Postbox is crammed ful of Amig
related correspondence from far & wide

Rock Lobster
it it -ty vn 3 g Intenslve care
SR 4

143

beating? Consult e s surgeor

THE GAME ZONE Expand and deliver
° 1

The section of i
funserousy Preiew,ha

reviews of BRAT, BARDS TALE 11, A10 TANK KILLER,
e of e sevouoes, wanock, reaourcois  The Saxon angle

and SUPERCARS I.Get you joystck it et e
ready for acton! 43 -~ ) i 112

COMPETITIO

1ts our birthday, and to celebrate we are
giving away a spectacular competition
prize. Remember if you don't enter you
Gntwn. =121

expand your Amig po

The Workstation

| Amiga Computing 5



A NEW DEN
SOCCER SU
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|
- BLISTERING PACE I
- PIXEL PERFECT PASSING 5

- SUPERB TACTICAL
GAMEPLAY
KICK OFF 2 greatly enhances the gameplay of KICK OFF, winner ofthe THE GAME OF THEYEARiin the

UK, and simifar awards right across Europe. & host of new features have been added to the ones that
enthralled players the world over.

+ Ful size maltiditectional scrolling pitch with the players,

STACTION - The best game ever to grace the ST. Highest accolade
markings ete. in Correct proportion. Tcan ge.
* 1to 4 players option. (Amiga and ST only) AMIGA USER INT - The best computer game ever 97%
‘THE ONE -Ulimate soccer simulation. 96%
Zplayers TEAM @pkion against the computeror 2 othebplayers.  Ti7 SV -{iate et simuleton, S
- AMIGA FORMAT - Best ooty game to have appeared on any machine. 94%

a unique o

atibutes (stamifa pace, eic) and skills (assing, shooting)

tackling, efc.)

Instinctive Kick Offjoystick controls to dribble, pass, shoot,

head or chip the ball and do siiding tackles.

« Set piece. FREE d the ability to dip.
the ball or bend the ball round a defensive wall

+ 9 types of comer kicks with full control of shot power. Long

USER - No
AMIGA ACTION - Surpasses all other football games. 93%
POPULAR COMPUTING WEEKLY - Nothing short of brllant.

and short throw ins. l“:EW 'COMPUTER EXPRESS - Computer football event of
*+ Team selecton fom & squad of 16 with substtution and e
\oice of tactics.
AMIGA & ST£19.99 _ EXP. AMIGA £24.99
e e G ot Erra Time, Injry Time. | [\ (AT & XT Turbo, EGA & VGA) £24.99
+ Faclty to view, e and v the Action Replays and create |CBM 64 - SPECTRUM - AMSTRAD £9.99, £14:

a Golden Shots disc.(Excl. 1BM & CBM 64) P—
Facility to load Player Manager teams and tactics for a single or league game.

Redandy.
real fun to play.

An International class player takes charge of a third division club as Player Manager. His briefis simple
-Bring Back The Glory Days.

His success depends on his playing skills on the pitch and managerial skills in devising winning tactics,
aquiring the right players from the transfer market and building a team worthy of the highest honours.
* Unique facility to design and implement your own tactics.

+ Over 1000 individual players, each with a unique combination of attributes and skifls.

* Alively transfer market. Haggle for the best deal.

* 4 division league and a cup tournament with sudden death penalty shoot out.

The Player Manager brings the every day realities.of a manager's life, his talentslas a manager and a
player, his triumpis and s filures nta'a <hars FOCUR .2 b

AMIGA - ST

£19.99




THE FINAL WHISTLE
Amiga -ST  £12.99 (el Nov)

DIENSION'
 SIULATIO

new

3 T Z
Raises the skills required and gameplay o
heights. i

Two extra kits.

2

|

=

{»

7%

9

\

[ATE, LAWSON ROAD, DA@X)RD. KENT.
FAX No: 032293422
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Heralded the American computer
role-pla';dng game of the year!

‘Q Based ol Twemy ~eight planets and

5 s to explore in eight

. Megatwveller by syst(_ms uloc with exciting
Game Designers puals, dangerous subjects and

Workshop, the
world's most
popular science-
fiction gaming
system.

| The most sophisticated. T
d character generation  proise, the attention «u
tail makes it
ceptional

five military classes,
more than seventy

% talents and oy St cten o

abilities. Allows vogen mcas

layer to control SR

character development oo e

ough five services: Army, Navy.

T ey

TAKES SCIENCE FICTION ROLE-PLAYING LIGHT YEARS FORWARD / (D\\\/
S . L \
— can

Team Yankee is the definitive action simulation of modern tank warfaze.

“Team Yankee.... the critics' choice’

Team Yankee is designed to test your leadership and toctical skills to the

quick

AMIGA FORMAT STRATEGY PLUS

Team Yonkee presentsagame,  This is a game and @ half

in asims clothing, which when  The use of four screens in

dealing with tanks has to be the  one is simply brilliant - at

perfect approach! times its almost like /
playing on four

ACE computers at once!
The blend of thought and 1 quickly found
reflexes required to play Team  myself hooked on a
Yamkee is exactly right! genre of game

which previously
ST FORMAT held no interest.

Hunting the Red Bear has never
been s much fun! AMIGA ACTION =
You won' be able to tecr yourself  The tanks have been superbly n
away from Team Yankee! animated, with great attention to detal o,

‘This has to be a must for everyone!

EMPIRE SOFTWARE, 4 THE STANNETTS, LAINDON NORTH TRADE CENTRE,
BASILDON, ESSEX 5515 6DJ., TEL: 0268 541212
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- the wait
is over!

Commodore finally stop crying wolf
and unveil a CD player that thinks it's
an Amiga, as Eddie McKendrick reports

MONTHS of speculation about field where programs are being
Commodore’s fledgling multi- ~developed which exploit the
media product CDTV are finally  machine’s multimedia capabiliy.
over. On Tuesday April 30 A Commodore spokesman
Commodore officially intro- explained: “You can call up a
duced mic Total picture of the African bush cori-
Vision to the word. taining a number of wild ani-
Due to go on sale later this mals.
year with a price tag of around  “Using the control unit you
£700, CDTV is similar in appear- can then select one of the ani-
ance to a standard compact disc  mals and up on screen comes a
player, but it is capable of a vari- detaled picture with descriptive
ety of interactive leisure and  text and the sound of the partic-
educational applications. ular animal or a commentary.”
With the CDTV, users will be A pilot scheme underway
able to simultaneously call up  with Derbyshire County Council
video images, text, graphics and s using CDTV to teach Japanese
stereo audio through a simple  to local schoolchildren.
As well as hearing the spoken
The greatest potential for ~language, children are able to
CDTV lies in the educational see pictures depicting Japanese

WHAT’S

NEW

S

culture. As no keyboard is neces-  of CD-ROM ((ompa(l disc read
sary, CDTV can be operated by ~ only memory) using
peaple with no previous key. storage capacity equivalent to
board experience. around 720 floppy disks our
CDTV exploits the technology  about 250,000 pages of text.

Delivering the goods

Independent research commissioned by Amiga Computing has revealed
that major High street outlets do not expect to have large stocks of
Commodre's CDTV home entertainment system until October.

Despite the officallaunch our survey showed that CDTV i likel to be a
slow starter with one retal chain expecting only small stocks by mid-May
and others st i the dark about availabily.

Information for the buying public is woefully maqequala Under the

outlet said: “We've got it in our price list but because of pre-production
delays | don't think we will ave it in stock until October”

A spokesman at Dixons' head offce said: “We have no information on
‘when this will be available but we hope it wilbe ithin the next month.
We are just waiting for Commodore, but the price has been fixed at

* Our researchers drew a complte blank at the John Lewis store
in London's Oxford Street. Even when given a descrption of el

guise of a in buying CDTV,
tacted approved stockists Dixons, John Lewis
and Comet. Sales staff in one major Dixons
outlet thought CDTV was “a sort of televi-
son” while staff at another branch aske: *Is
it some kind of games console?” Neither had
any knowledge of avalabiity.

A third Dixons store said they had no idea
when they would get CDTV but they would
try and order it while the manager of a fourth

<comv may be here as
far as Commodore is
concerned, but no-one has gv”w by mid-May but we certinly do not
told the High Street ?

machine, a

“Its not on our list for this half year Maybe
we le nm it next half,” was the reply.

at Comet, staff in two retail outlets

mwm us to head office where a spokesman

id: “We will have COTV in some of our slected

xpect to have it generally available until

October.
It will cost £599.99.

Amiga Computing 9



WHAT’S

NEwW

COMMODORE has escalated its assault on the education
market by offering education authorities and schools the
chance to buy an Amiga 500 and one of 14 software
packages for £299 plus VAT - a saving of £100,
has been made in response to education
minister Kenneth Clarke's request for computer manufac-
turers to be competitive in their education pricing,
It includes a 500 with 1Mb of ram and a choice of

Amiga’s in education go down a bundle

selves - passing them o to accredited dealers in the
appropriate area. “We are policing this offer very closely
to make sure that the right people are buying the com-
puters,” said Commodore’s national sales manager for
education, Peter Talbot. “So far we have had tremendous
response from the govemment right down to the schools
themselves. We have a growing market share in educa-
tion and there hasy't been an offer as keen as this one

ees @008 e on the offer had

“We have a totalled £250,000. Schools
growing market  wanting to buy the package
been amateras 5T
keen as this one  qpyained from Commodore's
before”

Smooth operator
ANTIA is 2 font enhancement utiity  Fanta Vision, MaxiPlan 500,
i pome n i b - Siywtens P Pl
cess on normal Amiga fons. 2.5, Mus

o ot cigngfort s, an Music Recorcing Studio,
Up (0 nine scaled down ver-  InfoFile, Photan Paint or
sions,antalased using four brightness  Spriz
leves. To ensure that those tak-
Antia runs on all Amigas. It an  ing advantage of the offer
handle type sizes up to 300 points, are bona fide education
although a 512k machine il be mit-  users, Commodre are deal-
ed to sizes of around 200 points. A ing with all orders them
68020/30 i useul in speeding up the
processing ofvery large poin sizes, but
ot essentl. AntA s avaiable now at
a RRP of £40. Contact ZEN Computer  all the software necessary for the
Services on 061 793 1931 converson but the real shock to the
5 < wallet comes with the purchase of
24 bits on the side il fim recorders which can run
AMIGA screen files can now be con-  into thousands of pounds.
verted into 24 bit colour sides or
fimoffullcnema qualty ks 0a_ UNder the Spell
new development from Amiga SPELLI, the computerised aid to
Centre Scotland (031 557 4242). spelling that is now selling in
Cine Linkis 3 modue for use with  record numbers to Amiga users,
the company’s Image Link package, has found a new fan — Minister of
now re-christened Rastar Link. It Education Tim Eggr.
number of digital film  He has written to Nicholas
recorders, allowing Amiga fes to be  Winterton M, another admire of
transmitted to them via the SCSI the program: "The Government
‘welcomes such initiatives as a way
They are then converted into of rasing standards in our schools
2,000 or 4,000 line resolution pic-  And he added: "The Secretary of
tures. Cine Link can also be teamed State is concemed at the perceived
with a cine camera to produce cine  decline in the standard of speling
film animations in up to 4,000 line  among young people and is keen
esolution and full 24 bit colour. As  that everyone in the world of ed
Amiga Computing went to pres, the cation should take serous steps to
price of Cine Link was not definte  improve those standards. Good
but should be in the regon of £230.  spelling is essenial i all branches

education sales desk on
Peter Talbot 0628 779677.

pedple

own
on ACS

MANAGING director Martin

television, the professions
and education.
“We intend to provide an

Martin Lowe

i t0p of the range scanners.
“Software developers in Europe and America are aleady pro-
ducing programs to take advantage of our technology.”
e the Harequin
he cost of
5l colur s whth an Amiga.

Raster Link costs £155. This provides of knowledige”. hed #1d iR Shelo
iga Computing
sececcsccsccocccnsseconesees UL ) cpoon nthe K are vareof he pover
s u ri ous ri ce cu ts and price advantages of using the Amiga system. A fully-implemented
P P version of AT Uni Sysem ,elease 4, s now avalable on the Amig,
FOLLOWING reports of price cuts il m“ iy Broadcast anc e
fe’;;‘w":d': :’S;?as‘p :‘kgs‘;g:“' T ¥l o bl e s ncigi by the soccetl e
i ance of AMS's 32-bit graphics board at top European computer
Andrew Ball has discounted . show CEBIT where i atiracted interest and orders from 40 coun-
suggestions that the same s
could happen on this side “Commodore displayed four of our boards on their trade
of the Atlantic. stand,” said Lowe. “Japanese company Sharp also showed the
He told Amiga Comput- ion displaying with
ing: “These are just spuri-
ous rumours.”
The American price cuts
take in both Amiga 2000
and 3000 ranges and vary
from 10 to 26 per cent.

10 Amiga Computing
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FREE DELIVERY

e Day - Anbers 9 h K manang

FREE STARTER KIT

Wori £2355 - With ery Gze pra o S,

FREE COLOUR KIT

Worn £3595 - Wh Swih 9 3nd St 24 pres

st 32 et vrny (cong 0 e e
e evry e prvt urchased rom Shca

WINDOWS 3.0

Foe Vidous 30 cer - 1 e Sca Sty I

FREE HELPLINE

Techncl Sugport Pl open uring ore hour

Starter Kit (worth £2995),
Free or crarcer ) MADE IN THE UK

144 o8 24 o0 192,65 24
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THE BEST ST HOME FINANCE PROGRAM
NOW AVAILABLE FOR THE AMIGA

27" AMIGA
VERSION

* FULL MULTI TASKING

* OVER 100 BUDGETS SEL)ECTAELE

(10 ANALYSABLE,

Fcrsonal E29.95

—The Worlds Most Sophisticatcd Personal Finance Program—

If you run a personal bank account and have a Commodore
Amiga then you need *PERSONAL FINANCE MANAGER'".

AS EASY TO USE AS A CALCULATOR

PFM makes full use of Amiga's Workbench interface, if you
need to amend or update an entry or Standing order simply
click on it. Your screen looks just like a bank statement!

STANDING ORDERS & DIRECT DEBITS EATEN ALIVE
PFM handles Credit and Debit - Monthly,Quarterly, Yearly and
even complicated regular payments iike 12 paymenis of £62.99
followed by one of £12.50, PFM will check the date and
automatically insert standing o they become due.

BUDGET WITH EASE, AT A CLICK OF A MOU:
If you'e the type hat 1kes fo look Shead then PEV aliows you
to ‘et budgets for both expenditure and income. Over 100
budgets can be set over a year, a quarter or a month and then
10 can be displayed either in figures or as a bar graph for a
given period. Expenditure for these budgets can also be shown
as a pie chart so you can tell ata glance where your money's
ne. PFM also allows you to display or print your budget
Groups selecively So you can sse your expendiurt auickly and easly

BALANCING, WITH YOUR BANK ACCOUNT IS NO LONGER A
Ju

When you ge« your bank account statement or a balance from
an autobank machine you can confirm it with PFM quickly and
easily. Simply select PFM's unigue *Auto Balance oplion and
type in the balance as given by the bank and PFM will attempt

to balance and highlight entries that have not yet been
bank.

processed through the

MAIN ACCOUNT SCREEN BUDGET COMPARISON BAR
‘GRAPH SHOWING BUDGETS
& ACTUAL EXPENDITURE

OTHER FEATURES OR INCOME

* The number of enires s limited only by memory size
* You define the fle size

* Old entries are automatically deleted

* Automatically places entries i date order

* Run muliple bank accounts by smply using dfrent fle names

Muli-Tasking allows Mult-Account acts

* Selectve print features for dates/statements/standing orders and budgels

&DI <l oliyél

e

Home Finance Program By Peter Veale

Amiga Version by Dan Lennard
which it is

Here's what the critics sa)

“'PFM is one of those rare programs wi

comfortable from the frst time you run it
T USER

e Manager is a sophisticated home financial
package, it will probably help you save money-
ST UPDATE.

FM is just the ticket if your expenditure is as disorganised as

PIE CHART SHOWING SELECTED
ENTRIES OVER CHOSEN DATES

'BALANCE DISPLAY SHOWING
HIGHS oveRr
SELECTED DATES

Froe 30-Day T

Orcir iroet from MICHTRON
and if you are not 100% satis-
fied, return within 30 days for a
full refun

TO ORDER!
SEND TO: MICHTRON
X 68, St. Austell
Cornwall. PL25 4Yt
Allow 28 Days for delivery.

£30395 incl P&

"AMIGA VERSION
Please send me Personal Finance Manager at £30.95 (incl P&P)
O cheque enclosed made payable to MICHTRON

O Piease debit my credit card account:
LI

] [(ITT] [TT1] CTIT] Expiry date:

b 4

Signed

Name
Address

T e DT
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Games galore, but
serious VR was the

WITH a name like the European
Computer Trade Show, you would
have thought the number of differ-
ent kinds of software and hardware
on show at Islington’s Business
Design Centre would have been
legion.

You would have been wrong.

The order of the day ~ or rather
the order of the three days from Apri
14 10 16 inclusive - was games,
games and more games,

True, there was the odd bit of
hardware ~ though mostly joysticks,
to aid the playing of games, and
mice, which in many cases serve the
same purpose — and several purvey-
ors of educational and music soft-
ware were in evidence.

But in the main, games reigned
supreme.

How strange to have to report,
then, that the stand which had the
most visitors queueing up was NOT
organised by a games ot

Tt was a virtual reality demonstra-

on from Divison, 2 company based

in Chipping Sodbury, near Bristo,
and which is involved in the more
seious side of Vi

Although consistently well popu-
lated, even the Psygnosis hospitaity
sute, with those inevitable, loveable
lttle Lemmings everywhere, could
ot raise the same amount of visitor
interest

Divison's main claim is that it has
made VR a practical propostion. It
has done this by creating the hard-
ware and software that has moved

Cheetah

E results of eighteen months

development appeared on the stand of joystick

manufacturer Chee!

Visitors encountered what Cheetah described as
the new generation of joystick technology’
Cheetah is renowned for helicopter-style hand:
grip sticks, and after conducting extensiv
research designed a new and innovative range of

controllers.

nearly all the way at
the European Computer

Trade Show, but Richard
Williams managed to find the

more serious side, too

this leading-edge area of technology
away from being an expensive labo-
ratory plaything to a product that
can be quickly integrated into any
application which generates real
time images.

I must confess | didn't actually get
to don the eye-set for a demo, the
queues being too long. But | did
manage a word
Division’s directors, Steve Ghee, who
told me the company was pushing
itself at the research market. The idea
is that Division provide the hardware
and software with which the cus
tomer can write their own pieces of
VR using a high-level language like

with one of

C. Most other companies involved in
VR are working on specific games.
One of Division's customers is the
Advanced Robotics Research
Laboratory in Salford, Manchester.
The ARRL is putting together an
advanced robotic control system, in
which a robot i linked electronically
to 2 human, and the robot “leams”
ik peEnnd e
n hears and sees
e
Steve Ghee says it is very, very
hard to build an inteligent machine.
But by using VR to put a human into
the loop, you can teach a robot how
to do certain things very quickly.

and the Tortoise...

of research and

ity. The Tortoise is a green, ergonomically shaped
model whose shell acts as the directional move.

Aeroskate operates in the same

nects to your

Stick X's control handle sits comfortably in the
palm of the hand for long-term play, detecting the
of the hand to different direc-

slightest movement

as a conventional skateboard. except that it con
‘games system or computer.

Bug is claimed to be “the most comfortable
controller available”, sitting snugly and neatly in
the paim of the hand, ensuring long-term playabil

tions. Finall, the Turbofighter is a two-handled
Yoke with mult-directional contral, including for-
h

ward and back movement. It comes complete
analogue and digital interfaces

New software
promised for
zer

P

TROJAN, manufacturers of light
‘phasers for use with the Amiga
and other computers, and who
also make lightpens for use with
the Amiga and Amstrad POW, with
Atar ST/STE and PC versions com-
ing soon, used the show as plat-

rm for the announcement that it
has established its own software
house

The idea is "to ensure a contin-
uing supply of quality software” to
supportts

Trojan promised new ttles for
all formats of Phazers would be
released at regular intervas during
1991 and beyond. Imminent
releases are The Enforcer, Aliex anc:
Fire Star.

Trojan lightphasers and i

i ht-
pens each carry a rp of £39.99.

Anyone thinking of contacting
Steve or his colleagues at Division for
a quote on a bespoke system had
better consult their bank manager
first. The kind of system being used
in Salford costs more than £50,000,
the eye-set and the electronic glove
being the most expensive parts.

But there’s hope. A system
Division will be releasing in August
will cost £10,000,and Steve says
costs will continue to tumble until VR
becomes de rigueur for all self-
respecting home computer fanatics -
and not justthe game players!

What are the chances of Division-
style VR on the Amiga? “You can
actualy attach our box to the Amiga,
and use the Amiga joystick to control
things,” said Steve.

Show launch for
scanner and rodent
A NEW scanning package for the
Amiga, and a new mouse which can
be used with the Amiga or Atari STs,
were launched at the show by
Pandaal Marketing Ltd (0234
855666).

The DAATAscan Pro complete
graphic scanning package features >
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WHAT’S

NEW

10smm scanning width,
resolution from 100 to
1400 dpi, choice of black
and white or three dither
patterns representing 64 grey scales,
contrast control, real-time scanning
display, zoom and pixel perfect edt-
ing, clipboard featre, ability to crop,
rotate, fiip and invertimages and full
printer support
The DAATAscan supports the IFF
file format, and
is available now

at an RRP of
£189.95 includ-
VAT,

ultra-high reso-
lution 360

DAATAmOuse includes a sider switch
located underneath which i used to
choose between Atari and Amiga

a ffetime.
of a million cycles. The anti-static

lightweight ball runs smoothly on
most surfaces and can be removed
for cleaning. It’s available now at an
RRP of £34.95

AMOS gets turbo
charged

THE AMOS Compiler - the turbo
booster for the 40,000-selling AMOS.
write-your-own-games program
was the big news from Europress
Software, the new name for
Database Software as of May 1

Europress said the Compiler
would be on sale from May, and
would more than double the speed
of AMOS programs. Some com-
mands are seven times faster once
compiled. Europress were also plug-
ging AMOS 3D, which allows Amiga
owners to create 3D objects and
manipulate them in real-time, deal
for creating games like Starglider and

Fun School
Development team:
Chrs Payne (right), Ric
Vanner lf), and Petr Lee
(top right)

will be sold alongside Fun Schools 2
and 3, and willoffer six further pro-
grams across three age groups, all in
fine with National Currculum guide-
lines. The Fun School series accounts
for a staggering 79.6 per cent of all
educational software sold by com-
puter retalers according to indepen-
dent market research commissioned
by Europress Software. Managing
director Chris Payne said more thar
a quarter of a million Fun Schools
had been sold and dealers were con-
vinced the range would continue to
sellfor years to come.

Contriving to cover
Europe
CONTRIVER Europe Limited chose
the occasion of the ECTS to
announce that it is pised to launch

it European distribution network
The firm's products, which are
made in Taiwan, include a wide
range of mice, joysticks, disk boxes,
mouse pads, printer stands and
other accessories. Managing
director Adolfo Giannini
said Contiver's inten-

pricing policy
while maintaining
the highest possible
standards. The company
was busy evaluating potential
distributors for the contriver
range throughout the whole of
Europe.

Amiga Computing goes Euro

moved to Interactive Publishing, is now to come under the baner of Europress
Publications Limited. This is a result of the restructuring of all companies within
the Europress Group.

‘The magazine has been managed by Interactive Publishing, for the last four-
Interactive was formed as the result of a historic deal between
ing and Database Publications. Now all magazines publshed by
R R e e D ik

e 10 21 Yo g0k Wi the crstion o e xubsbd‘unex in recent
yzin, all with ciferent names, there was a danger of the parent group
oo 1 ienty. From how o al companies forming part of the gmup wil
appear under the Europress banner”. Richard Willams has been appointed pub- *
i ith resomsiiy o boh Ao Conputing and Ao T U The Amig
Snpuhg o e eoere e Mctandtc et bl il

(Technical Editor) and Paul Austin (Depuly Features Editor). The
by Mike Baiey (Art Edito

& depammn is hea
Behind the scenes, key Aniga Computing S Jane Conway (Sales
and Marketing Manager), Tracy Caroll (Advertisment Manager), Simon Lees
(dvertsment Sse) lohn Bums (Crction Director) and David Wren
(Circulation Manager). Richard Willams said: “With
¥ st i s
o I s of dorel content e sk prrams. It wh S5 boos: ou
Aty grat adverting power Eropres Publiations o produce P o,
The Micro User and Let's Computel Other companies within the Europress Group
include Europress Interactive (Amiga Action, ST Action, Games-X), Europress
Software (Formerly Database Software & Mandarin Software) and Europress.
Trade Publications (publishers of Computer Trade Weekly).
Michael Meakin becomes Managing Director of the groups holding company,
Europress Ltd, with Tim Roberts promoted to group financial controllr.
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We do it in real-time
2. &7 ...andin
'COLOUR.

Our VIDEO DIGITISERS are REAL-TIME and
COLOUR. They GRAB a FRAME as fast as
a TV camera can provide it, PLUS — they
include a live framestore output for
connecting to a second picture monitor or
evena TV set to simplify focusing and setup,

Step into the real-world of real-time AND colour
No need for a perfect freeze frame VCR!
No need for a colour splittert

No need for a colour wheel?
Perfect pictures from a moving colour source at just the touch of a
bution

With SuperPic and ColourPic you can
GRAB a frame from a moving picture in 64,000 vibrant colours

* SAVE and display pictures in over 32,000 colours,

* ENHANCE your DTP skills with a wide range of buil in
monochrome tools.

* INTERFACE directly with the AIM image processing software to
use its wide range of powerful image processing (o6ls,

* CREATE pictures for use in image data bases,

* CREATE a picture which can be loaded into your favourite art
package @ Paint, Photon Paint, Digipaint

* PRINT 10 your colour or monochrome printer.

* SEE your SCULPT images as you have never seen them before!
Use ColourPic or SuperPic as the ultimate SCULPT display
device!

* DIGITISE images in HAM, interlace and overscan modes.

* MULTI-TASK safely with your other software,

o

ColourPic - a real-time colour video digitiser for the A300, A2000
and A3000.

NEW recommended retail price £347 plus VAT (£399 inc. VAT

ime colour video digitiser for the A500 and

superb quality genlock for the discerning Amiga

NEW recommended retail price £434 plus VAT (£499 inc. VAT).

an be obtained from selected Amiga

—_—

JCL BUSINESS SYSTEMS LIMITED
Knowle Farm Clock House, Wadhurst Road, Frant, East Sussex TN3 9EJ, England.
Te 791 (INT) +44 89275 791. Fax: 089275 440 (INT) +44 89275 440,




| Eo
MEGAIRAVELLER 1.
THE ZHODANI CONSPIRACY |

" Heralded The American Computer

3 Role-Playing Game of the Year!"
- TAKES SCIENCE FICTION ,Zfﬁfﬂ?ﬂfffffk)
ROLE-PLAYING LIGHT e —

BASED ON ‘

| W MEGATRAVELLER
bty Wy AR
Frontier Wars have !
S &<\ e 7 /W MOST POPULAR SCIENCE

and each ending E 7.4,
e : 4’ FICTION GAMING SYSTEM
ce.. — g /)
= : 0 VERSATILITY
/' The most sophisticated character
[/ generation system ever devised: five
military classes, more than 70 talents
<y and abilities. Allows player to control (
Imperium officials the character development through 5 services:
Zhodani and the Outward Army, Navy, Marines, Merchants and Scouts.

Smuggling arms to
traitorous groups within Imperium borders the
Zhodani are planning to strike from within.

IMRGINATION

, while e

solutions to problems
still giving general combat weapons, bribery,

and obstacles.

Flexible gaming ¢
system supports any HHH’ I]W[H 72 varied skills to lecan
playing strategy and 1 Paciiti) ot and use including
] equences let
allows multiple I o coninti sactior b ‘medical, piloting,

orders to the other members of demolitions and handgun

COURRGE your party. Utilise more than 30

& onesana weapons and skils in this

satslites to explore in Gdvanced combat system,

] "MegaTraveller 1, a

, @ game
e oxcng puze®  that truly warrants the highest
and interesting level of praise, the attention to

characters to detail makes it exceptional!"

RESOURCEFULNESS =" i o e | "MegaTraveller 1 is one of the finest role-
the universe costs money: s s | Playing computer games in at least the
a detailed bartering system lets players last three or four years.
eam Imperial L "MegaTraveller 1 is one of the best
science fiction role-playing games ever
for the computer."

‘QUOTES TAKEN FROM DRAGON MAGAZINE U & QUEST BUSTERS
MAGAZNE S

FROM IBM PC VERSION




Although
Commodore gave

'Y most of its space
o to PCs, it was....

it-CeBIT-sy event
for the Amiga

Donald Maple mit der news und der
views from CeBIT ‘91 in Hanover

Here we go again! In case you don't know it, the springtime CeBIT
show held in Hanover, West Germany, is the largest computer exhibition
in the world. More than 4,500 exhibitors from 41 countries, spread over
some 20 halls covering nearly 300,000 i

crowd of around 600,000 visitors. The exhibition grounds are so big that, in addition
toits own train station, CeBIT provides a free bus service for visitors and a free taxi service
for journos. Impressed? (Yeah - sounds almost as good as Birmingham's NEC! - Ed).

Commodore is very popular in Germany so it's no surprise to learn that it has always been well repre-

WHAT’S

sented here.
ooo cooe
. . and can be used with both PAL and He continued: “Some of the
Show highlights ¢ warlds lading sotware and reer.

OK FOLKS, you waited long enough.
The big news, of course, is the
European premiere of CDTV which,

A “smart card” is used ence companies including
Guinness, Lucasfilm,

the machine £D, Disney and the big

contrary to popular misconception,  turned off the Coe EUTOpEaN soft-
actually stands for “Commodore  settings are, e ware houses are
Dynamic Total Vision”. etained ®  working
CDIVisbasically a 1Mb keyboard- ~ CDTV can also - COTV itles”
less Amiga with a CD-ROM drive and  play “regular” The reference
remote control. audio CDs
Known internally  within  “From  the sj-
Commodore as “the baby” it will moment World Vista Atas,

start shipping to selected markets in
the U.S. and Europe this spring,
CDTV was to be available in
Germany in May at DM 1500 (just
over £500).

COTV is not TV format specific

the fully illutrated

Groller encyclopedia

and the King James Bible.

COTV is also ideal for high quality
arcade games and entertainment
tites. Because CDTV delivers music,

operating
machine," said Irving Gould.

LLYYTYYYY
video, text, graphics animation and
interactviy ts application is vitually
unlimited.

A few examples are multimedia
courseware, libraries, point of sales
presentations, product demonstra-
tions and staff training,

While CDTV is “multimedia for
the masses", Amiga 3000 is high end
multimedia. However, the latter has
k0 got some new clothes

Namely, Commo-dore is branch-
ing out into Unix with the “Amiga
3000 Tower” envisaged as a Unix
server and the “Amiga 3000 UX"
which runs the latest AT&T Unix
System 5 Release 4

The Tower Amiga has five 32-bit
and three 16-bit slots. >
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> The mother-
board also has a
200-pin CPU slot. In
contrast to the Amiga 3000,
the Tower has the four Zorro Il sots
on the motherboard and not on a
separate card. The video system has
its own slot called VDE - Video
Display Enhancer. A SCSI port is also
included on the motherboard.

The heart of the machine is a 25-
Mhz 68030 assisted by a 68882
floating point coprocessor. 3Mb of
RAM comes as standard of which
2Mbis fast RAM.

Using 4 Mbit chips this can be

Let’s party with Third Party!

“Delta-Base”, distributed by Delta
Konzept at 01049-2159-81007
(that's Germany you're calling 5o,
don't make that ca too long now),

brought up to 18Mb. The machine is
supplied with either a 100Mb or
200Mb hard disk with access time of
19ms

The graphic resolutions range
from 320x256 to 1280x512 and are
backward compatible with all four
previous Amiga modes.

A *flcker fixer” chip comes as stan-
dard. O the software side the Tower
is delivered with “Amiga-Vision"
authoring system and the Unix version
can communicate with other
machines via an Ethemet card.

For DOS masochists among you
Commo-dore also introduced its
fourth generation of machines which
o date this year include nine new PCs
such as simline, notebooks, desktoy
and towers featuring 286, 386 and
486 processors.

Hands on...

Now that we're all charged up let’s
lay our grubby it hands on some.
real hardware. The Commodore
booth was composed of three
stands: a tiny home computing
stand, an Amiga stand and a PC
stand

The professonal focus was cleary

plethora of features stich as ARexx
support, works with a number of
picture formats, overscan, mask
editing, brush handing, picture

isa data base
witten by Chris M. Muench. The
program s very sophisticated and
after setting the initial parameters
doesn't require the user 10 set the
field defntions.

In addition to supporting mult-
ple users, Delta-Base has one or
more Supervisors who are responsi-
ble for setting the parameters and
structures and manage user
Delta-Base runs o both the Amiga
and the PC and is looking for a dis-
tributor in the UK so call Germany
on 01049-711-3454285 if you wish
10 become one.

Videocomp, responsible for the
aforementioned “wall’ of video last
year, are well known here for
endowing Amigas with Transputers
and interfacing them with high-end
professional video hardware.

“This year saw the introduction of
DVE-10, an allin-one device com-
bining digital effects, a video pro-
cessor, audio and video mixers, a
fast digitiser and a Genlock inter-

face.

Merkens EDV introduced “VD
2001, a 24-bit real time digtizer
and frame bufer. Originally devel-
oped in Austria the device sports a
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The pll(e in Germany is DM
3998 (about £1,500). Merkens is at
01049-6196-3026 while the UK dis-
tributoris G2.

“MXM-Chart” from MXM is a
stock exchange analysis program. In
addition to fast processing of data
and creation of various graphs the
program can also directly grab data
from Videotext (the German equiva-
lent of Teletext). The program ver-
sion 1.00 lists for DM 349 (about
125 pounds). For more info call
01049-511-446376 (that's Germany
again),

“Funlab” - a joint effort by
‘Commodore, Kawa and Steinberg -
is a complete MIDI system incorpo-
rating both hardware and software.
Introduced here last year, Kawai
supplies the 61-key synthesizer
which s actually an FS-680 with a
few additional interfacing features.

The 13-note polyphonic synth
comes with 100 presets (five soft-
ware modifiable), an on-board
sequencer and a built-in thythm
machine with 100 different pat-

tems,
Steinberg custom wrote the soft-
ware which s Funlab specific and

reflected in how the total area was
divided.

The PC area was twice as large as
the other two combined! In spite of
this division being the same as last
year it nevertheless seems contradic-
tory to Commodore’s statements
that the Amiga is the main platform
and that it outsels the PCs by a large
margin. In contrast to last year'
all of multimedia video” the
Amiga stand this year was dominat

will only work with this synthesizer
‘The main feature of the package is
“one finger ad b, where the user
selects the hythm, presses one key.
and the synth does the rest.

“The rhythm selection determines
the notes in the automatically creat-
ed tune but these notes can also be.
defined by the user.

Funlab also sports a disk based
“uke-box", New this year
“juke-box" disks, each with up to
10 songs and including written
notation.

Maxon demonstrated their
“Maxon-CAD" program with a spe-
cial Turbo-version for the Amiga
3000. The prices are DM 249
(about 90 pounds) and SM 449
(about 160 pounds) respectively.
Both versions support the CRP.
graphic tablet and work in resolu-

ed by a “wall of COTV" - a room size
multi-screen display running CDTV
demos. Oh yeah, the stand also con-
tained a car. A eallyl A
reqular size car whose controls were
connected to an Amiga and used in
a competition.

The competitors then “drove” the
car and watched the monitor on the
wallin front through the windshield
OK, it may not be virtual reality
exactly but it comes close.

tions from 640x256 to 1024x1008,
Maxon will answer your all at
01049-6196-481811 (Germany).
FEET Computer (yup, that's
what they're called!) offer a com-
plete digitizing solution for all
Amiga models. ARISTOTAB, devel-
oped by ARISTO, is the digitizer
while FEET Computer wrote the
driver which controls the mouse
and does scaling and rotation as

Use your hands and call FEET at
01049-40-7427081 Germany).

Einar Kretzler demonstrated
three products: Video-imaging for
architectural landscape simulations
in CAD images, 3D-Simulation for
creation of realistic models and
Video-Presentation.

Call 01049-451-36112 (Germany)
for more nfo.




‘\ex\ C- Commodore

SCREEN GEMS is
the only NEW
Official Amiga A500 pack
from Commodore !

Amiga A500 Computer Keybaard

4 Channel Digital Stereo Sound
Specch Synth
Multi-Tasking Operating System
Kickstart 1.3 and Workbench 1.3
hree Owners Manuals
Extras 1.3 and Tutorial Disk
Amiga BASIC Programming Language
otepad Mini We

S dsraiis
Power Supply Unit with mains plug
TV Modula

and ail connesilng cobles to et you up and
Funning on your home

Shadow of the Beast Il
Days of Thunder

Back to the Future Il

Night Breed

Deluxe Paint Il Art Package

F-19 Stealth Fighter

Total package price includes VAT and Next Day Delivery by Courier*
Don'tdelay - Ordernow ! 24Hour Credit Card Hotline Telephone (0906) 378008

Ring or write in for our latest Amiga catalogue isting

5 and all af well bolow rocommended retail pricos!

Digicom offer yau the very best in customer atter saies
36-37 Wharfside Watling Street
Fenny Stratford Milton Keynes MK2 2AZ
Telephone (0908) 378008 - Fax (0908) 379700
foos are fulty Showroom Hours - Mon to Sat




THE MAGAZINE FOR AMIGA

George Thompson Services

| presents
sherexusioe "Theme Pack. o the Month’

starring
Mandelbrot & Fractals Set I'foray

PD ENTHUSIASTS

K pack f
.

sy

and realise

Four, nﬁ:?;dmz? DS?{MWMBSS)
’Wunk /W‘Juru

i

"Printefr ’Wnrkshop"

ary
We have included on two packed disks the inest
PD/Shareware programs to help Amiga users
achieve high quality print results. Print disk
Lbels ik DisPrink Pt s s Potmipt e
preter, PLUS PrintStudio, Pintlmage, PrintSpool
GPrint and SoftFont. A ftal of 2 programs.

2 Disk Set for £5.99 (Members £5.49)

"Home M:

Cross, WondGame, CW?, Scrazele and.!
Two disk set m[y[!.?ﬂ /Mmﬁm;;a}
Please 1

"Famous Board & Puzzle
Games Vol.II"
Fifteen games that include BackGammon, Chi-
nese Checkers, a superb Draughts plus Domi-
noes, BlackJack Lab, the latest version of 3D
TicTacToe, Step 3, Puzz, Raps and Bounce.
2 Disk Set for £5.99 (Members £5.49)

"Disk Utilities Vol.I"

Do you have problova yalidaing or foonting
1?7 Wi

Vol.IT"
for February

More useful programs for home use and the
small business. There s a yping tutor and gram-
mar checker PLUS 'Web' a superb spreadsheet
and 'DataEasy', an easy to use database.

to speed up disk loading o even edit disks?
This packed set includes over 20 useful pro-
‘grams that will solve these and many more disk

anggrams, m“w.m[pxuwy.m lndufa[mmpwwumaﬁa

"K.O. the Virus"
V4.0 of an exclusive compilation of the most
effective PD and Shareware virus detectors and
killers. Includes VirusX, ZeroVirus, NoVirus
and many more.
Only £3.99 (Members £3.49) Update Service £1

""Video Applications Vol.I
A custom pack for the Genlock user and Vi
enthusiasts. Features smooth scrolling fitling
programs, useful utilities, ransport tools & fonts.
2 Disks Set for £5.99 (Members £5.49)

v Gra?hlcs
Original Video Fonts and Scenic Backgrounds
for fixed Video displays and titling. Ideal for
home videos when a Genlock is not available.
2 Disk Set for £5.99 (Members £5.49)

‘CheckBook' finances an

‘Mllelge Master will tell you just how much
ur car costs to run. A total of 19 programs.

3 ik S for £5.9 (Members £5.49)

related problems.
2 Disk Set for £5.99 49)
Are you reading PD Npws?

Just send 50p for a rial copy and keep in touch
with top quality PD programs from GTS.

ufel ksho(P
CilllngueymeldmlAudmClssems.
Magazines, even your GTS PD Library!
disk and cassette labels and much more!
2 Di t for £5.99 (Me 49)




about? You've seen the
* programs but do you
grasp the concept?

Paul Austin and Eddie
_ McKendrick get public
 spirited on your behalf

ctionary |88 ment of computers. This con- [l to release it to as wide an audi-
defines “Public” as “open to or £ 1 flicts sharply with the commer. [l ence as
shared by all the peaple” and | cial ethic of wanmylng 1t was this type of software
“Domain” as "an area under market Which established the PD st
one rule.” Gel these two defini- bution channels now used to
tions together and you have 3 | 5 from pro- .
fairly good iteration of what | ally, most i i Growing up
Public Domain software is all software through to scrolling [l The Public Domn industry has
about. i vectorball demos. evolved from a small enthusi-
"W The driving force behind s The fundamental concept [l asts’ haunt into a full fledged
Public Domain is a sense of  package couldn't cater for. B behind Public Domain software [l industy, servicing the ever
i Having put effort into produc. ¥ is that it s intended to be [ growing number of Amiga own-
ble development and enjoy- ing the software, it made sense |\ | entirely free. More and more il ers eager to get bargain priced

o NP L
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- P D REBELS ..

DISK CATALOGUE OVER 1600
i PD TITLES ALL
seovossicon | BRITAINS BEST VALUE AMIGA PD LIBRARY | 1 ouenew
Fi "
THE REBELS TOP 100 ‘THE BEST OF THE REST
RIg lenvis ¥ RSl Rebos iegabk THE BESIDEALSAROUND

19 Gomes pack | Acods games
® ack 2. Arcade games Sounds of

RS2 Crionks Neverwhere

Sients

R54 Gomes Music Creator

uumes RSS Pet Shop Boy
R Wora wight e PO RS6 C 8190 (Brillant) *
RS7 808 Siate R
m Vs\cu\c (Spreqcsnest) DEMOS
M. (Great dotobase) % RS8 Budbroin | (2) Over 18's
2 RS9 Budorain
B3 Forboss (smpledotobese) 1 T ey (mazing anmaton)
 (Finance pockage) R6) 100 C84 Tunes:

RE2 Menfol Hangover

«Bose RE3 Fraxion Horror (Sick))
Utimate Vins Kiler Réd Kylie Demo ()

R32 Utimate Ufiiies 1 R65 Biues Brothers (2)

R33 Credt (Text edfor) R66. RAF Mega Demo (2)

Docta uy 100 D nd ge! o/ree 10 capaciy box
ol 8- No minimum et
Post & packaging
Dol 7 No VAT 10 66,
Deal 8, Order b clock and we despoth some doy
Deal 9, Order 3 disks and gef a free catalogu
Deal 10, Come o 16 shop o et anofher 35p oft o prices

SEND CHEQUES P/O TO:
D REBELS
52b LONG STREET
DEVIZES, WILTS

0380
727419

>
= PUBLIC
X DOMAIN

97027 MASONNAVOUGE (9 0PD026 COMPUTER CONFLICT
0PD277 VISION He OPD132 REBELS MEGADEMO &

OrD37a CRIONCS NEVERWHERE Qeonas oce KA DS

0PD279 HATRICK RAVE DEMO 0PD218 CAVE PARTY

OPD247 MASTER VIRUS KILLER 0PD155 MADONAA SLDESHOW
(OPD245 FLASHBIER P.D. GAME (OPD199 WALKER DEMO 2 (M)

OPD257 GLIDEASCOPE 2 6 SAM FOX SLIDESHOW ()
OPD259 DOPE INTO WRITER P01 MU WESTRO 6

(OPD254 SONIX HOUSE 1 OPDO0S PUCCS IN

OPD235 NEW ORDER MUSIC 2 OPD078 UDSRAIN MECADEMO 1 2) (M)
OPD217 TURTLE POWER 0PD207 DR D, GAME (M)

OPD275 AMAZING MUSIC 2 3) OPDI87 PSEUDO COP PD. GAME
OPD273 BANGING RAVES 0PD169 |AZZBENCH

OPD272 BATAN T MOVIE OPDOB3 SPACE ACE DEM

OPD71 MAYHEM PO, GAE OPDI20 FRAXION HORROR (X)

0PD269 HORZON MEGADEMO 0PDI27 ROBOCOP D
OPD268 FILLET THE FSH OPDI39 COOL COUGS
PD264 BUDBAAIN MEGADEMO 2 OPD19N BETTY 80O (MUSIC)
PD112 MADONNA SPANK OPD252 808 STATE REMIX
OPD220 STAR TREK GAME 3 2) OPD198 WALKER DEMO 1 (M)
OPD211 THE WALL PINKFLOYD OPD222 KIM WILD SLIDESHOW
0PDIS? ACOPY (DISK COPIER) 0ro1S3 80D TAK 0 2
OPD114 D COPY (DISK COPIER) OPDOBS i ic )
0PD209 P COPY (DISK COPER) opD3Es mwm xv At(;momwm
(OPD200 SAFE SEX DEM P36 ERASU
(OPDO70 RAF MEGADEMO (2) OPD37% haF MEGAMIA2
OPD150 ALF 2 MK 70377 CRUSADERS DS GENESS ()

All overseas orders.

Numbersn () means number o sk, M-

Price is 99 pence per disk + 50 pencs

1 Mg, X = 18 years only

e pécp per order

pavabi to Orbtal PO,

5 Green Lane, South Chatly,East

or a free catalogue

are subject to.a 30 pmu pere uu ok surcharge.
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(] MI34 Miami Vie (4 D) - Er...Lorg
s e
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0

rzon M 142 A .
o o it LS e Do s

e L

am Suzuki Dot - Coo Graphes U012 Mega Ut - 175 Uls
D217 Siycath Demo Comp. \— SBn Dwv‘as U0s8. Clip Ar - Loads of Cool Art
D226 Crionics - Total Destruction. Bril. u timate Copy 8 Virus Kl Disk

Music
4o M8 Mt 2 Col s Pk 01 S Tek 3 2 Disks) - The Bt
008 Board Gar

G2k AmoaChat s oo Dk GITD Wl FonCiod
Music3- ColLong Mix 015 SarTrsk (1 g, 3 k) - Good
ik bwee G e vy ey 5020 Tran Consiucan Set - Good Fun

CRAZY COMPETITIONS AMIGA ONLY
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The dirt on the domain
has been reputatio
oo dissimilar to that of a used car salesmen.
Yes, | know Ill receive hundreds of irate letters from W‘md' car

than a back bedroom pursuit. More  what

sells now? Martyn reveals with-

and more people, perhaps dissatis-  out hesitation: *It s all sampled stuff

fied with existing PD sources, are  now,

graphics and sound.”

opting to set up their own PD  No productivity software?

libraries. Some do it for fun, others

rtyn breaks the sience pensive-

aim to make thei fortune from sell  ly: “No, not really, i is one of the

mmmmmmmmm  fly by
ost as quickl, leav-

ing puntersin thedark and nvariaby out of pocket.

Mwmlwmmmmnwmmkhmm

appea

e
‘advertisers’ index.

>
software. A good example of the
speed and scale of development is
provided by one of Britain's bigger
Hbraries, Wakefield based 17-Bit soft
ware.

Back in February 1988 they boast-
ed a library of 40 disks. Now they
are approaching the 1,500 disk
mark. Things haven't stabilised yet,
the library is still growing at an
impressive rate.

Looking at 17-Bit now, it is diffi-
cult o retain perspective and keep
sight of the original PD ideals

“The organisation occupes its own

ing other peopk weak
Martyn Brown has been in PD for  some
over three years. Known to his  anyth

spots with Amiga PD. We do
utilty packs but there s hardly
ing in the way of decent seri-

friends as ‘Spadge’, he is one of the  ous software.”

most influential players on the PD  What we now have is a Public
circuit. He is reflective on the UK Domain software base awash with
Public Domain scene, hankering ~demos , innumerable disk utilties
back to the early days when the flop-  and workbench hacks, but few useful
pies were few but the quality was programs. This s quite a contrast to
high the PD scene of a few years ago.

“Our most popular sellers in the
early days were utility disks, Sonix
tunes and the Walker demos,” he

Free PD?

relates, pointing ilstratively at a 17 PD libraries charge anything from
bit PD catalogue on the table. So 50 to £5 for disks. A previousy dis- >

PD the legal language

For the average newcomer the almost endless varity of legal variations

e business seem very

hemm the umbrella of the Public domain can make the basicaly lieral
sophy of th confused.

..y}u

PD/Freeware
With this format you're not obliged to send anything to anyone, the
whole thing is totally free. The only restriction is that the software is not

staff looking
needs of over 19,000 members
There is no disputing that Public
Another lassc demo Domain has developed from more

people’sciters.

o -mwnw«www
tors but in fact quite the reverse. The |
formidable market position to-

eiyuddmmmﬁnums&ﬂbm

sold commercill and i it disrbuted to anyone the cost ofthe disks is
packaging

postage.

and

Shareware
This is by far the most popular format. The idea is to allow you to sample
the software and if you then use it on a regular basis you're legally bound

o pay 2 nominal amount to the author:

i ey et feclcl et and access to the ltest
ipgrades.

Licencewa
In most cases this distinction only really appl
mg distribution to the library with the

re
e to PD fibraries by restict-

particular software franchise in

% fr 15w the punters e concamed the st ¥ i iy

accordingly

Beerware

Shareware with an occasional exception and should be treated

asupauofwmm.mm

" Of course if the beer

‘monster in question ives in Lapland it could be a ot cheaper
to'send a cheque and a bottie opener.

Amiga Computing 23



Paying

here is an easy altemative to the
tangled web of licence agree-
ments: simply cough up the cash
and make the donation like

you're supposed to.
“This isn't quite as surreal as it
seems. There are some definite
ecoming a regis-
tered user. Perhaps the biggest
bonus is access to updates as
s00n as they're available, not to
mention the technical support the
author will be more than happy

is free, s
money go? Again, Martyn Brown
can offer an insight: “We charge
£1.50 for our disks and all we really
do i cover our costs.”

Some of the cost can be directly
accounted for: 35p on postage and
packing, 30p on duplication and Sp
on literature. These factors combined
account for 50% of the cost

‘That may look as if it leaves 70p
profit on each disk but there is quite
alot to read between the fines.

tosupplytohis newfound friend, | From that remaining 70p, the
Another twist in the tale | library has to pay for lighting, heat.
‘employed by many a wiley author ing, telephones, five staff

whole range of other day-to-day

s to only supply partal versions
oftheir thin . costs.

the PD. Add to that the production of the
| Only when you do the decent  “Update” disk magazine which is
thing and col sold for only £1 an issue and the cost

you receive the full-blown all

singing, all dancing version of the

software complete with extra

disks or occasionally even various

hardware add-ons which will

allow full use of the software in
estio

of advertsing in magazines.

With these factors combined you
won't get much change from
£60,000 each year. The bottom fine
is, in order to cover costs 17-Bit have
o0 ell 85,715 disks annualy.

To assst in the duplication pro-
cess, 17-8it have a professional dupli-
cator capable of chucking out
copied, verified disks at the rate of
128.an hour.

S0 if you have a bedroom big
enough and you really do enjoy lick-
ing stamps there is nothing to stop
You setting up a library. Don't under-
estimate the sheer volume of effort
required though.

n.

An alternative method of
encouragement relies on the
need for a manual which the
author will happily trade for the
appropriate cash incentive. Both
these methods are becoming
increasingly popular.

“The only downside for the par-
tially complete approach is the
potential for free advertising that
has already been spotted by a

ommercial i

Occasionally it can be really

useful to get some hands-on

of expensive commer-
cial packages before you hand
over your hard earned cash, but
more often than ot the PD alter-

Direct Connection
Itis possible to get your hands on PD
software without paying a library for
it. Hundreds of Bullein Boards exist
up and down the country providing
literally thousands of PD programs

atives are just advertisements for | for @ wide variety of machines. Up
the next ninja mutant blast‘em-  until a year or 50 ago, the Amiga was
up. the poor relation online, but we are

catching up fast. Most BB's don't
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Have you paid your licence
Ractualy
contravenes the spirit of PD in the eyes of most aficionados by restricting
the socialist ideals of the PD concept.
‘The trouble with such high ideals is that they are seldom lived up to
‘and as a result the poor forgotten Souls who created the software rarely
receive the reward they so richly deserve.

in the form of
hoards of punters who regularly make use of the authors’ hard work.
 tis very

The of PD. 5
cle but nevertheless it's worth remembering that the vast majority of
releases are Shareware which leaves you legally bound to contribute to
f the coffers of the author if and when you become a regular user of the

software.

1 the eyes of many an author the licenceware approach is an ideal
an problem of non payment. When  product is icenced to a
particular library the author immediately receives a payment for his
fabours.

Atthis ly
the normal sense, but it does mean it can't be legall distributed by
another library. Nevertheless it can usually st be given away, something
which the average PD firary i far from keen on.

Even though the authors do receive some cash from the library which
will be distibuting their latest releases, it's by no means enough to retie
on. As a result there’s no reason why a Shareware contrbution couldn't

g piece.
There s a variation on this theme which maes the licenceware con-
tract vald for a limited perod. This is perhaps the best of both worlds,
allowing the author to see some retum, the library to make some profit,
which of course they donate to chariy, and lasty for the spirt of PD
which can 1
“The old guard may well be completely died in the wool as far as PD

ideals are no longer enough to maintain the standard of software which
the average complacent punter has come to expect.

charge for downloading software,
but they usually expect something
uploaded in eturn. you are downloading i, it could well
This principal works wel, ensur- b cheaper to buy the software from
ing that there is always a fresh aibrary.
supply of software available to down- If you are determined to spread
ad, PD to the masses, it might be worth
taking the plunge and setting up
your own Bulletin Board. This isn't as

letin board is, how fast your modem
can go and how big the program

It is important to bear in mind
that depending on where the bul-

An old friend from the Public Domain Demo scene

>

e e ]
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PUBLIC APOLOGY

M. D. Office Supplies would like to take this of gportunity of apologising to all its
competitors. Our MAD SPRING SALE will be offering Discs, Storage boxes etc. at
UNBELIEVABLE, UNREPEATABLE MAD, MAD PRICES. As ever the best costs
less at M.D. Office. WE GUARANTEE IT.

JUST MARVEL AT THESE INCREDIBLE OFFERS
OVER 20,000 HAPPY CUSTOMERS LAST YEAR ALONE
CERTIFIED PRODUCT * UNBEATABLE PRICES * AMAZING VALUE
3.5" ‘MAGIC MEDIA’ DS DD DISCS
25 DS-DD 135 TPI DISCS WITH OUR DELUXE STORAGE BO;

50 DS DD 135 TPI DISCS WITH OUR DELUXE STORAGE BO:
75 DS DD 135 TPI DISCS WITH OUR DELUXE STORAGE BO:

* 100 DS-DD 135 TPI DISCS WITH OUR DELUXE STORAGE BOX
* 200 DS DD 135 TPI DISCS PLUS 2, DELUXE STORAGE BOXES
* 300 DS DD 135 TPI DISCS PLUS 3, DELUXE STORAGE BOXES

‘Magic Media’is our own brand of carefully selected Diskettes. We boastfully claim these
Discs to be the very best quality available.
100% certified, tested product, simply the best.
YOU CANNOT BUY BETTER

‘MAGIC MEDIA HIGH DENSITY 5.25" DISCS
1DSHD 25 iSCO W Ll 3
B o NRGWITL DEL e SToRAGE 80

RESCENT WAY FARNBOROUGH, KENT BR6 9LS. TELESALES HOTLINE: 0689-861400
i prices quoted are inclusive of VAT and carriage UK Mainland Dnly) E&OE.
EDUCATIONAL & GOVERNMENT ORDERS WELCOM:

Mt 6 Ot 6 b 6 O b X b X Ot Ot X Ot b b X %
M6 O b % b b b b 6 b b 6 O b b b b b b bt b %
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€125 §pp’ £1.25

Fast, Furious and Frlendly...

DEMO 0188 Npa Dt w0 pasca MOk i Way
0208 Aeata Negtemo2 0 e S Ut gt 123 What T s Love? (1 )
0207 Anare Revoors 0075 Pugas 0 VOB Ralid ' Ut i232es i Hop s
Games Music Creator, | - s it 169 lEo Do Gonptons (W) U5
Jesus Loves Acid, Over| 164 e ores Siesh !
0185 8o Cayy 0167 ogeDen S UDB4 Spesch o (Lt Compuerdothe  GIGB 2 lyerSoce Leaue
20 House Samples and} g7z e oo 0083 S Sex Dema Takin! 6102 Aderture Dis
Blank Disc. 0015 B (2Dsks) D130 Sam fox w2 Seecerch GO0 A e S Tk Game 2Dik)
0173 Bctan T See) 0177 Sy Buttes Ulet S Cha storom) G073 toban 3000
] 021 BusenBurer A (1 ) 0163 Spce Crase (1 M U2 Vokes 058 Bkt
Only £6.50 incl. 0121 Str 17) OBt Workbench Fnt 6077 Cave Rumer
0080 Str e Atns G008 Calosis
0225 heapo Producrs Vo 0112ty 2 1) music G008 Ezmine
0231 Golowr Gyl oit4
18 Games including iz WighAnag Tioes 3Dst) Gl Fanic st
Chess, 3D Pool, Fruit | 02 esl emmin2 0227 Ugly g Gos fora Spin 105 Anotne Day n Paradise 6037 Hol Gral
D17 Dee ndSieshow 0059 Wle Demo2 (1) 1308 Bt G52 Joprd (W)
Machine, SBand | oisyoagus ar2 019 W DenoGamplaton Wik 2 e G078 Lae T Pors (S1otEn)
Castle. 008 Evia 2By Boo 066 Leam ad Py 1
0185 Eva ActesDisk W CrsadesProct Bt G067 Leam a Py 2
o oS Letix
Only £6.00 incl. D216 Fasion Meqademn U074 APDL 1 (B0 s 141Dty Dacing 5059 Marathon e
0150t teFsn UG8 ol Vs Kiing 101 e The G087 Mt Side
0087 Fradl Figt (1) UortBarnyms (1) 19t for sy G074 sl e Tow
BLANK DISKS
0170 G ofSor st U073 Lt 1) WotsGness G5 Maytem
10FOR£5.50 | i tomsssmy s Wi 23 o s
50 FOR £22.50 | 0e¢torwoenos wrtoony Ut rses HOSSiron g GTOSEUCK Gane
J 0194 Hynoss DemoGomplaion. 0TS Galogue et (20ks) MiDBarcrcier ot
0172y 10 GaneDemo UOBDCrampions Tt s \1%estr Bt eratorsl 604 S ek U5 2Dk
0228 005 30 Casate Do OGS CrtSoc (0w 20Ut} i0DLonon st G076 The Lost Occest
Al prices inclusive of | g s U Conn A Clecton 80k WOGTMatne: Voge 4DskSel G e Tum
Postage and VAT D197 I Came Fom te Desert U066 0TP Clp Art (2 Disks) Exellnt) 6053 Treasure Hunt
0202 di’s Megemix U0 Eseaton 1 German ot e e GO Tk T
o1 B 6 Worisach
WORKBENCH PACK GE e 104 Education 3 WeatherCimate mznpuw muxumm P Music)
D154 Jarre Revolutions. U075 Blectrocad 121 riginal Rips ames Galore 1 ... £250
Jazzbench, Speedbench, | - 0046 Jasper Carot DG Font Disks (4 Disks) szzunqmunmm ames a}nmgl Eg gg
| 0192 s Loves Acd (Supr) U081 Futre Compose [
Workbench Fun! !‘lew s Fale b 250
Updated Virus-Killer, 1125Pomerpack:Passionate Album 1 lore 5 £250
0221 Lisdsamoney Virtprocesor St lore 6 £250
Blank Disk and free P&P. D213 Machine Animation Database) M131 Simpsons: Bartman (3 Disks)
005 adoma U0g2 eeomania WOS4Sonc Hoase 1 Ateratively why not buy al
Only £6.00 incl. D164 Hadorra 2 Diks) U066 Nandebot Exgaer MI0aSyh Music six for £15.00, postage free!
0145 Madorra2 u0TEMCad M102Syiney Yoo (B ) These disks total over 50
ws7 i 213 24The PoverBemix games and cheats!

019 Pageete o3t

Please add 70p for post and packing.

Overseas orders very welcome, but please
add 25p per disk for postage costs.
Send SAE for free new catalogue describing
all disks in library!
Cheques/PO’s t 0

STRICTLY fami,  per disk
Bristol BS1 5UT

big sorry to everyon
out there for the price ise;
due to higher costs, S.P.0.
wil coninue 1o ke prices
a8 low as possible, in the
rue name of
complaiats /o The
Chancellor of the
[




All change

A quick glance at any author's income, or to be more accurate the
lack of i, i enough to make anyone understand the disilusionment
which drives the talented to the tempting allure of lcenceware and
possibly on to do the unthinkable.

Yes theres an even darker side to the business which s begin-
ning to appear due to the apathy of the punters. This is the recent
move by the authors of software such as the massively popular
PowerPacker series to release their latest versions i the commercial
sector i a final desperate attempt to make floppies meet.

Cult themeslikeStr Trek form an
important partofthe PD scene.

> cheap as it might sound either
. though.

Firstly you will need a farly meaty
Amiga, a fast modem and masses of
storage space. Next you wil have to
get a phone line and pay the quar-
tely rental,

- You will nat be able to hold an - SRR A VS W e ol solely
Impressive range of software for [ lack of support within the PD. As | mentioned earfier the
download on a single floppy Amiga lizacy ses never fal 4
300. You really need a hard disk to PowerPacker is a fine example. When it was in the PD most peo-
doa boardjustce even then it could - 5SS 3
bea struggle. Jes PPy 1o cough up the £7.99
e ot January this year, the Fred {4 by it commercalysPeceivable alle i  trange beast
Fish library consisted of 530
megabytes of data spread over
E 46,000 separate i, in today's scene. Martyn Brown is that it can be freel distributed so

If you really do have more money
and enthusiasm than sense, you
would do well to consider a CD ROM
drive. The Fish collection is available
on a single CD for $69.95.

wryly recalls the early days: "We things all come back to enthusiasm
and effort. Martyn is not bitter about
the re-distribution of software from
17-8its library.

He acknowledges that the prac-
tice can'treally be described as pira- >

would put a ot of effort into compil-
ing disks only to find another library
copying them and selling them for
£1 cheaper”

The whole point of Public Domain

The Public Domain sector seems to
have changed quite dramatically
over the years. Something which
‘owes ts success to a group of enthu-
siasts working together to promote
machine has turned into a much
more commercial beast

A the collection of available soft-
Ware grows, it is obvious that the
number of distribution outlets and
methods will increase. At the end of
the day it is down to Public Domain

Hours of alent and hard work
often combine to produce useless,
ifentertaining demo's

Back room
With the business being 99 per
cent mail order, the temptation to
set up a couple of drives in a back

to0 much to bear for many an

ridden entrepreneur.
users to keep the industry in check. "";'NS m"e :”md‘ i"“;nm .
50 Any library which starts solly for
o dodgy tors. irus ridden
50 profit does not deserve to survive, operaiofand ol

results that can cause misery to
millions of defenceless files.
] Because of the small scale and fim-

Fred Fish ited access to new material most
of the software on offer is usually

nor wilt with the ferce competition e e at IR

1f you look at almost any PD column, sooner or later
the name Fred fish is bound to make an appearance.
The Fred Fish or “Fish disk” collection is the biggest
and best in the business. -

Good old Fred has been banging out the goods
since 1985 and as a result it's become the definitive
collection which covers lterally everything to do with
PD on the Amiga.

Fred's latest wares are a very hot item in the PD
world and the best bits soon find themselves in almost
every libray in the business. If a lirary boasts a com-
plete and current collection of Fred's disks it usually

safe to say that you're dealing with a professional ot
fit.

At the fast count Fred's colection came in at around
the 460 mark o that's the sortof figure you should be
looking for. The collection was initially compiled from
sources mostly within the states but s it's grown it's
attracted contributors world wide.

The only real problem with Fred’s immense collec-
tion is ts size and variety, 5o if you're after specific
items a copy of Aquarium is essential. This is the
database which gives a guide o the entire collection

d.

far from new and often less than
complete.

A common marketing ploy s to
be extremely selective when con-
structing the disks. For example a
couple of useful utis or the odd
game may be added and then
heaviy featured in the ads but the
st of the disk s invariably com-
plete rubbish, merely added to

g require
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cy because there is no copyright on
the software to sart wit

1f you are looking to buy PD soft-
ware, the message is o shop around,
A casua flick through this issue of
Amiga Computing wilreveal a myriad
suppliers eager to provide you with
their wares,

See a specialist
Libraies tend to speciae these days
in order to cultivate a particular area
of the market. As Martyn acknow-
‘edged, 17-Bit is perhaps not the best
place to find productivity software,
but if it is utilities and entertainment
software you are after, the choice is
endless.

Most libraries produce catalogue
disks, or hard-copy lists. It makes
sense 1o scan these carefully before
committing to buying a lot of disks
for only a few bits and bobs of soft
ware.

Often you can find the same pro-
grams you require, packaged up on
fewer disks within a different library.

‘The range and depth of software
avaiable is evident within the pages
of Amiga Computing each and every
month,

Our Public Domain column aims
to provide the latest gen on pro-
grams that are unique, of special
‘merit or just plain indispensable.

ost of your Amiga,
you really should make the most of
Public Domain.

The new movement
If it's quality rather than quantity
you're aftr take a look at some of
the long estabished libraies which
produce compilation collections of
the best software in any speciic rea

28 Amiga Computing

More of that ever popular PD pursut, ray-traced art

point for your first investments. On
paper it can sometimes appear a
rather expensive altemative to single
disks priced at 99p, but its worth
remembering that there's very little
wasted space and of course yo're
sure that the contents will be rele;,
vantto your requirements.

The plastic press
Another aspect of the domain not
yet mentioned is the ever expanding
market for disk-based magazines. If
you're not familar vith the medium
a brief explanation is in order.

These disks are usually monthly
offerings which are either released
through the individual libraries in a
similar format to the licenceware
These are combined to form the  amangement applied to PD software
definitve PD collections n each par- o are written and released by the
ticular field. They can vary from larger ibraies themselves

games, utiites, home management,  These are then either bought sep-

dipart and so on. arately o sent to registered sub-
If you've ot yet delved into the  scribersin a newsletter format

domain this is an excellent entry I it's literary quality and news

Digitised pctures are very popular..

Why do they do it?

Even if you prefer a poke in the eye to the average scrolly demo you can't
. % -

Private
collections

which are exclusivly distrbuted
by libraies.

individuol lbarie.
An example of this would be the
ion released through

the Amiganuts United. It's a
monthly offering that takes the

deals they may have struck with
‘other collections.

you're after it probably best to go
for the independent releases. Aside
from the quality of the contributors
there’s the added advantage which
the international input lends to the
magazine.

As a consequence of their Email
upbringing they tend to provide the
latest stories, software, news and
reviews from iteraly all around the
worl

Of course one of the main seling
points of most plastic mags is the
weird and wonderful collection of
software bundled with every isue. It
tends to be something of a mixed
bag but in generalthe qualit i high

Domain section in this issue you'll
find a guide to the ahtematives which
should point you in the right direc
tion towards the best n the plastic
press

Helping hands
Another commendable talent of the
7D is s abilty to throw a lfelne to
those poor souls who are stranded,
lost and alone with their consuming
passion for some sort of bizarre

¥im far from a fan of the average scroll routine but | must adit the

q-my ofthe coding never fails to impress
‘The obvious question is, why aren't these guys and gals maing a for-
tune witing the next software smash?

Wel, quite simply that's exactly what they intend to do and a jaw drop-
ping demo s just the thing to attract the attention of the software houses.
Many a scrolly demo expert has moved on to coding classic for the com-
mercial

185 not only coders who benef rom the demo scene. I you're looking
o break ino the serious sde of Amiga musc, oining a coding team may
wel be a route to fame and, f you get noticed, perhaps even a bit of for-
tune.

If you're one of these poor unfor-
tunates try contacting one of the
larger librares and they should be
able to put you in touch with various
clubs that deal with everything from
fractals to C programming.

Most of these clubs release
monthly newsetters full of hints,tis
and reviews which cover everything
10 do with theirparticular passion, so
even the keenest enthusiast should
be kept happy for hours, months or
even years.
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SENLAC SOFTWARE P

14 OAKLEA CLOSE, OLD ROAR ROAD,
ST LEONARDS ON SEA, EAST SUSSEX TNB7 7HB

sks £1.25 each. 11 or more disks 99p each
MAIL ORDER PUBLIC DOMAIN LIBRARY
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Graphics Apps (2)
nii Flicker Amiga/ar GIX
Disksaly Snergy Ciis
aly 1.42 e
Aardyart Utlities
Mandie Generato

Viz Slde Show
Agatron Reflections
Sun Connection
Galams Gate
Turbo Silver Masks
ik Williams Broadcast

Copiers
1V GEX/Fonts (2) c wmmt (67]
Bootblocks (2)

Breakout
Frantic Freddie
Eatmine

Drip!

Tri

Card Games
Blizzare isk. No discounts for
quantity
Return To ificroman Music

sm o mmm Level 1

o (.ulnrvl
Games Galore I

ight
0305 21 Word Square Soeer Fucal 8

| 08 20drc an
NS 52 Progs Carrarn/Nadeom
AMOS 3 Luke Al s
Hardcrack GEX |\ All new SmrTrelz @

AMOS 3 1OS 1.2 Updates

JCS-Shellshock
Alcatraz Demo AMOS.
Scoopex Demas

g

Startrek (* 3 EI
Sarmae 300 2y
StarTrek Fleet Manoeuwv Anim*

(Tumx/Szam}y Demo 2

Triange Demas
Tetragon Megademos

Starrek Bnterprise Reliant Anim*
StarTrek Miscellaneous Anims *
Trektrivia

Egterris Approaching’

Karns Attack

Ao
A0S 75 Ratmoa Varrior
AMOS 77 Amos Progs 5

“AMOS 81 Juke Omega Demo 1
AMOS 82]uke Omega Demo 2

4Mos ke e usic .
wdders

|
[

I

Maximum Overdrice (2)
Cave Mega Demo If
Angels The Power
Amaze Final

£is
2
<

Abestitions AMOS 85 Reversi/Snakes & [Soundtrackers (2) — Instruments ST-3
ey AMOS 97 Dynamite Dick Soundirachers V40 . Insrumenis T-54
Crionics Total Future Con 5
Destruction Games Mum' Creator
Animation

| Note: £3.50 per disk. No
LAPDT Colouring Book
LAPD IT Arc Angel Matbs

Horizon Slecping Bag
Kefrons The Wall
Panic Vector Birds
Suapions Tera
Zing Art of Zing
Vertigo Fill om Up
Bud Brain Mega

RIP Eruptions
Flashteam Music
Crusaders

Demo 1(2) o
Bud Brain Il 9 (not 1.3 Roms)
a o Medviz
Sonix Play
Star Trekker (8 channel)
Pro Tracker 1.1A

[Instruments ST-92 _ Acid Mix I
Australasia Please add 50p per disk to cover Airmail costs.
Credit Card & Postal Order payments despatched by return.




@ AMIGANUTS UNITED

169 DALE VALLEY ROAD, HOLLYBROOK, SOUTHAMPTON SO1 6QX.
MON-FRI 10am to 6pm  TEL: 0703 785680
AMIGANUTS ARE THE OFFICIAL UK DISTRBUTORS OF THE T8AG DISKS AND THE LATEST ISSUES ARE ALWAYS AVILABLE FROM US FRST

AMIGANUTS ARE PROUD TO INTRODUCE THE EXCELLENT EIGHT CHANNEL MIDI COMPATIBLE OctaMED ¢
This copyrighted eight channel version of the well known med music program is reviewed in this and next @
‘months AMIGA COMPUTING
THE PROGRAM IS OF SUCH HIGH QUALITY THAT WE COULD EASILY HAVE PUT IT ON SALE FOR £50 OR MORE!
However, Amiganuts and the author, Teijo Kinnunen, want t to be ithin the reach of all Amiga enthusiasts, 5o we are keeping the price down.
You can purchase this great program for only £10.00, within Europe (£15.00 rest of the world). The price includes retum post and packing.
Payment in pounds stering only, if ordering from overseas, send  bankers order/Eurocheque etc. (Credit card orders willnot be accepted).
Because o the exceptonaly ow pric tcomes vithout any dossy paciaging and ol 2 very small amount of prned documentatin. Ful
instructions are, however, on the disk. An become available i there gt for one, (it up to you).
++% THE LISTING BELOU) 1S FROM OUR LICENSEWARE PROGRAMS -+ +-+ THEY ARE ONLY AUAILABLE FROM AMIGANUTS » %%+

QUALITY DATABASE PROGRAM? THEN AMIBASE PROFESSIONAL Il MAY BE JUST WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING FOR!

1036: AMBASE PROFESSIONAL Il ROM KAG IS NOW AVAILABLE. THE ADDITIONS/FUNCTIONS OF THS DATABASE PROG MAKE IT A MUST HAVE (1 MEG). £1000
MED SAMPLES PACK & DISKS (not 8). PACKED WITH SAMPLES. ESPECIALLY CHOSEN FOR COMPATIBLITY WITH MED AND OCTAMED. £800
876: QUIZMASTER THINK YOU KNOW IT ALL? WELL NOW YOU CAN PROVE I SAVE AND RE-LOAD FACILITY. For1-4 players EXCELLENT! £300
77: 1 ACROSS 2 OWN A flfedsed crosord proga I comes on two ks oron 5,00, Dot Dks 4.3 ready at £9.00 each
INTO CODING? — WANTTO LEARN? FOR YOU! ACC 1/4 N ESCHLENT SERES R COPERS, VN 400 AE W
TOTHE Ay GETTHS I YOU WANT 10 LIRN ASSEVL, NG DEVPAC . A GREAT BRODUCTON O THEORID OF ASSEMBL ONLY £1.50
TIPS, ADVICE FROM MANY OF THE WELL KNOWN CODERS THAT ARE ON THE AMIGA SCENE TODAY.

SRS 507551011 NOW AWLABLE. LEAGE NOTE EXLUDNG T TORY DISK, £3.00 PER ISSUE
THE AMIGA CODERS CLUB 1S ONE YEAR OLD AND TO CELEBRATE THS, ISSUE NUMBER 12, (TO BE RELEASED 12th MAY), WILL BE A TWO DISK SET FOR

983: MOD PROCESSOR V1.8. MAKE PICTURE andor MUSIC PROGS, ADJUST WIDTH, IT EVEN LOADS PP EXCELLENT £350

1038 SUPER AMIDASH. REMEMBER THAT GOOD OLD COMMODORE 64 GAME BOULDERDASH? WELL HERE IS YOUR CHANCE TO HAVE THAT FUN AGAIN. 1 MEG ....£3.00

THE FIILllUlIIl 18 JUST A SMALL I!I.!MIIIII FROM THE PUBLIC DOMAIN/SHAREWARE COLLECTION THAT WE HAUE COLLATED OVER THE PAST FIVE mns
150 o bt G
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0 KRR DO V12 G ek s A £000 51 S0 by e, e g 101 GAMES Kk et eron, S 0%
971 THE NEW MASTER VIS KLLER V2 T ECOGNISES AND L 105 OFTHEPEST § OTHER XCELLENT FEATURES. (NG HARD DRVE PROTECT £250
ASDERS BIERN. NOW AUTOBOOTING AND ON FOUR DISS ....£6.00
554 FORTHOSE AN USERS VAT LAV AN wmsv w u(umous MATVERS T COMPLETE NEW TESTAMENT 15 O TH DISK. (A LOT OF READ £200
996: THE LATEST AND EASIEST SETKEYS PROG 10 % LS A HOST O OTHER UTLTES €N DESON, IONLAS, CLPT 10 £2.00
7070, MAGNETC P03 NEW DEMD COMPLATION T NCLUDES 1 NEW COMA DEMO PLUS THE VERY WELL FRESENTED GG THE SALL oENG. £150
192 STARTHEK MEGADEHO, ANOTHER WELL PRESENTED WO DISK 1 FROM COMBINING PICTURES, w £300
TN SACEROKER, A GO VERSON O T POKER BANDI,PLUS UNNING AND SUAKEPT, 807H W UL amz oG £200
1035, NICEY PRESENTED PRATER LTS DS FROM THE SOUTH WEST AMIGA GROLR MNCLUDES A NCE PROG 1O GOWNLOAD FONT 5200
TEX'I'PI.US V3.0EN THE SHAREWARE 'WORDPRO IS HERE!!
Footnotes, serial lett be
ite viapar: or prt:. The ability i for lications o macros,
automatic saving in time intervals. It s e . Offer i y
APORTANTI WE GIYEPRIRIY TO ALL ORDERS THAT ARE MADE FOR OUR ucmcimonmmb PROGRAMS.
THEREFORE IF YOU ARE MAKING \SE ALLOW EXTRA TIME FOR YOUR ORDER TO BE RETURNED

FREE DISKS + FREE PROGS + FREE. SOME GAMES TO PLAY, ON THE MAIN CATALOGUE DISK. ONLY £1.00.

PRICES Quov:n wcwni RETURN POST AND PACKING - MAKE CHEQUES ETC, PAYABLE TO:
AMIGANUTS UNITED
‘WE DO NOT ACCEPT CREDIT CARD ORDERS

‘THE 1991 UPDATE TO OUR MAIN CATALOGUE IS NOW READY FORE1.( )
NEW PROGRAMS WILL ONLY BE ADDED TO THE UPDATE CATALOGUE ON A QUARTERLY BASIS, THROUGHOUT THE YEAR
(NOTE! AFTER IT'S INITIAL PURCHASE, THE 1991 UPDATED CATALOGUE WILL BE RE-COPIED, FREE! IF YOU RETURN IT WITH AN ORDER FOR £15 OR MORE)
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EDUCATIONAL PACK
A 4 disk educational pack
carefully selected from the
Amos licenseware series
features COLOURING
BOOK, ARCHANGLES
MATHS, WORK AND

17 BIT SOFTWARE

PO BOX 97 Wakefield West Yorkshire
Tel:- (0924) 366982 Fax:- (0924) 366982

LOOK! NEW PACKS! LOOK! NEW PACKS! LOOK! NEW PACKS! LOOK! NEW PACKS!

A 4 disk games pack that
| should be at least £25 but
brought to you for an
amazing £7.99
All games run without

Amos and are probably the
best P.D. games on offer at
the moment.
| Features Pukado, Jigmania,
Go Getter and Four Way
Lines a superb puzzle game
in the Pipemania mould.
All disks are Amos
licenseware and are of a
very high standard!!!

PLAY, AND WORD
FACTORY. Every program
is of a commercial standard
and is ideal for children of

any age.

Superb value at only

£7.99

This is essential PD. at it's
very best!!!

17-BIT DISK MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION OFFER!!!
17-Bits update is their key to success in the world of Public Domain. It
offers the very latest in P.D. news every month and is packed with great
utilities, music, and demo’s. Often copied but never better it's your
doorway to the fantastic world your Amiga

issues for only £5.00
issues for the staggering amount of £10.00 (less than £1 per disk’

Ordering any one of these 3 very special offers opens you up to 17-Bit
software as a fully fledged MEMBER with amazing software bargains,
hardware offers and a range of P.D. heading for near on 2000.

We are the oldest and best P.D. library and pride ourselves on an excellent
speedy service all orders dispatched within 24 hours and with Ist
mail. Do your machine a favour and shove in an UPDATE you won't
regret it
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE IF NOT COMPLETELY
SATISFIED!!!

7-BIT SOFTWAR]
0P 10

TOP 10
|NOI APPLECUS 1 MEG

MACHINE WILL GLADLY TAK
TAKE ALL MAJOR CREDIT
SWITCH. MAKE CHEQU ERS
PAYABLE TO 17-BIT SOFTWARE. TEL 0924 366982

SLIDESHOW 2

WE ARE ALSO THE ONLY DISTRIBUTORS OF NEWSFLASH (COMPILED BY Mj BROWN) 17-BIT THAT BIT BE

WF1 1XX

MODULES
This pack contains about
50 modules for use with all
major music creation
programs E.G,
Noisetracker, Protracker,
| Soundtracker ETC, Comes
complete with Intuitracker,
a replay routine that allows
you to string together a
Modules disk and play
them back in any order. All
| modules are fine examples
of Amiga MUSIC
Amazing value at only
£4.99

ZY-FI AMPLIFIER AND
SPEAKER SYSTEM
Amazing 3 way speaker system
and built in amplifier that is
tailor made for your machine,
comes to you for a fabulous
price of
£34.95
Transforms games into arcade
soundalikes, and makes music
throb with power. Do your
Amiga a favour and plug it into
a ZY-FI, the two were made for|
each other.

Works from mains or batteries
9V adaptor provided.
WE ALSO STOCK
FISH1TO 430
AMICUS 1T0 26
AMIGAN 1TO 23
T-BAG 1 TO 46




Squash d

Rolerpede isn't a bhndwg\y original

game concept. In fact, it's already
been done a gvem many times in
every way from the arcade console
original to budget compilations.
What's new about this implemen-

taton s that I fre and t fast s o
much fn s the game that hooted DONKIN'S superb
manyof us nthe arcades bk in i

tne eary eghies (oundof s ShOOt-em-up, Kill
music i backround) e
- those were the those creepies!

days! When sprites were
sprites and greenie
blasting meant just that
- no softie multi-colour
‘games in the old days!
Defender and
Galaxians were two

of the most popular

ate t gy ang d o

wi shou

: ith e T~ U oy g,

2 V”’Q vhmn,/, You're stif]
ies (£

avquab\y the

most addic-

tive was Centipede, on

which our own Rollerpede s based.
The obiect of the game is to blast

as many aliens as possible before

your own inevitable demise, racking

up as many points as possi-

bie in the process. To aid you

in this you have a generous

five fives at the start of the

game, and it s00n becomes

obvious why you need so many
The game starts with a better

You n Y, for
out i y he
o notice s that Rollrpede

Arcade action to keep
your joystick jiggling
with Matthew

-

click on the joystick
fire button starts you
n on the game prop-

that the sound has been

very well done. The spot
effects for shots and explosions do
the job without assaulting the
eardrums too much, and all scroling
is entirely judder-ree.

d is a prime concer in the
game. Your ship will only
move at one speed - there's

o power-up for mobilty - but
the enemy can descend on
you at a frightening rate once the

than average
Soundtracker

0oDoL1540

~

2ol )i

fast

fist thing you'l

screen begins to fll up with mush

When it encounters a vertical cor-
idor of mushrooms, the Rollerpede
will snake down at great speed, and
can squish the hapless
player before he can
loose off more than a

Sup% samples

A little while back, we received a Mul of s-mpls
which had our jaws dropping even as we listened to
them. ‘Twenty Cuts, Breaks and S(rltmts’ from Paul

you uwld use in a tune if you really wanted to, but
‘Which are mainly just good fun, or of use to those using
Walt Disney's Animation Studio and who'd like to add

Hill(of
containing some o the best Amiga samples any of us
had ever

SPXtoth
‘The other two samples, hwtver, e

Unfortunately, it would be unfair to devote an entire
coverdisk to samples, as our non-musical readers would
hasten to tell you, 50 we've done the next best thing
and decided to supply as many of our favourites as.
space on the disk

anm,yw’umdu ‘samples' sub-directory in
the Tune-ofthe Month directory, and in it you'l ind six
superb samples. Four of these are specia effcts which
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Funky Drommer and Boyee ar lengthy samples
se as a basis for a house or hip-hop.
tune. If you doub the ease with which you can make
music on your Amiga, load these into fast month's
coverdisk sen: MED v3.00, and play them using
the U’ key (this is the pitch at which they seem most
'happy). You should quickly spot the potential for using
such high quality sounds in your own compositions.

I THE

shot or two. The first few levels o
arent too tasing s ong as you can @
hoot fast enough, but when the s
allens begin to maniest themsehves b
in forms other than the standard h
Rllrpede, things can rapdy "

get haiy. There are four s

special alien types: UFOs,
Walkers, Seekers, and
“Spiders.

Nefarious nasties
UFO's are easy enough to avoid.
They simply fly along the top of the
screen dropping strings of bombs
which, athough not very dangerous
on their own, can detract consider
ably from your ffe expectancy when
you'e trying to dodge attacks from
three other directions. Shooting
them as soon as they appear is
the best way to deal with

and will earn
You 1500 poins.

Seekers are a bit

more of a pain. They




The Disk that no drive can
afford to be Tune of the Month
Author: Argen Schumacher

because it's free! 2 FULL O, we s e g you bt ot
something special to make up for s repetitious and bland. With so

GAMES, 2 TUNES, the lack of a Tune of the Month  many easy exits provided for in

last month, 50 we did. In your_MED, the overwhelming tempta-

and 5 great Sl

[ T gzt and follow along

tu a
directory full of t0p qualty sam- block of music, with a few varia-
plesinto the bargain! tions, until it long enough to

pass off as a son
The user can't be completely
to blame, because all sequencers
encourage to a certain extent the
MED's sequencing capabilties  sort of repetitious techniques
without fallng prey to its inher-  which are responsible for this
ent weaknesses. In other words, type of computer music.
they may have been written with However, when you hear songs
the aid of a sequencer, but they like the two we've chosen this
don't sound ke sequences. month, you have to admit that
It all oo easy, when using a  there can be lite excuse for lazy

tool like MED, to fall into bad  composing.

[El[Tune-0F -The-Hon th e ]

Confused Rocket

appear at the bottom of the screen  slowly along the bottom of the
and look something fike SCUD mis-  screen, firng from time to time, and
sile launchers. The difference force you to hop over them. As this
between these and real SCUDS,  can often mean collicing with a pass-
however, so0n becomes apparent  ing rollerpede, Walkers are about the
when they home in on you with  most annoying aliens of all. Avoid
something approaching accuracy.  them untilthey walk off the edge of

00t the missiles to preserve  the screen.

your peace of mind and  Spiders at first =

boost your score by 3000 seem dangerous, _

== points but they soon
Walkers are extremely  become a welcome

annoying because they  sight. This is because although they

can't be killed. They crawl  bounce around and can kill at a

>

nooooooo
00010000

00000000
00010000
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Treasure Island is a
text-only adventure in
the classic mould.
Where it differs from
many others, however,
is that you could write
it yourself

It was generated
using Heyley Soft-
ware’s HatRack 11
adventure generation
system, a piece of soft-
ware designed to make adventure
game writing as easy s possible.
Anyone who has ever used The Quil
or Proessional Adventure Writer from
Gilsoft wil be familiar with this sor
of utility, and might even have
regretted the lack of such a pro-
gram on the Amiga.

You might be asking yourself

who on earth still plays text adven-
tures these days, but | remember
reading a debate on the issue in
that excelent, if short-lived, com-
puter mag Micro Adventurer back in
1984 o thereabouts, and even then
the pundits were concluding that
the genre's days were numbered.
As far as major commercial
releases go, that's more or less true
today, but there are still a huge
number of adventure fans out there,
and if the number of lovingly-raft-
ed PD text adventures is anything
10 go by, they enjoy witing and
playing them as much as ever. The
text adventure is nowhere near as
dead as they were predicting seven
years ago.

Just in case you're completely
new to computer games, an:
wouldn't know a Zork if it sat up
and bit you in the nether regions,
here’s a quick guide to get you
sarted.

You move around your text-
defined world either by entering
the directions as keyboard com-
mands or by dlicking on
the graphical compass
which the HatRack system
uses for all games. Apart
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Treasure Island

Author: Tony Heap

nough o b a st i o
oldergamers - texonly advernture
tion with the computer is carried
out entirely through the parser
ser is a word recognition
routine which converts what you
type into commands the computer
can act on, and the HatRack sys
tem's parser is a flexble as the best
of them
It relies on the usual Verb-Noun
double act (“GET SWORD", for
example) but can also cope with
adverbs, adjectives, and pronouns
("GET THE BIG SWORD AND HEAVI-
LY THRASH THE SLIMY EDITOR
WITH IT", for instance). The begin-

er should thus be able to get his or |

wishes across 10 the computer
with relatively lte fus.

Treasure Isand is a demo adven-
ture, and is therefore quite small
with only sixteen locations. It is a
complete game in itsel, however,
and contains a tricky problem
whose solution you'll have to pon-
der for a while. f nothing else it
should give latter day gamers a
taste of what they missed when

d Infocom

closed its
do
Gigh)

>
touch, they are the player's passport
to power-ups. Shoot a spider and
one of four types of power-up
appears ready to be collected, and
let me assure you that success is

These unmissable wtites can all be
found in the UTILITES directory. You
can't miss it - it the big set of tools
in the disk's main window. .

ImageED and
PasteGadgets
Author: Olaf Leimann
These two utilities work best in com-
bination, and give the user freedom
to mess about in any way he or she
chooses with the Amiga's ‘system

System gadgets are the gadgets
you click on to re-size a window,
push it to the background, pull it to
the foreground, or close it. You're
normally stuck with the bland stan-
dard gadgets, but with Imagetd, the
user can load up the existing system
gadgets, alter them at wil, and save
them as ether raw binary or C source

e

Using PasteGadgets, the cus-
tomised gadges can then be loaded
in as part of a disk's startup-
sequence, lending your favourite
disks an air of customised quality.

ImageEd's limitations are that it
cannot utise IFF images, 5o that all
systemgadgets must be defined with
its restricted single pixel drawing
mode, and its failure to use a file
requestor. These bugs if you can call
them that) aren't eally allthat dam-
aging, however, as Imagetd and
PasteGadgets remain easy and fun to
use. Fuller documentation for both
can be found on the coverdisk.

Have you ever tored files of a sensi-
tive nature on your Amiga and
wished there was some way of pro-
tecting them from prying eyes? You
may have stored financial informa
tion in an address book program or
database, or may simply wish there
was some way o protect your love
letters from discovery. Privacy can be

ust

Have you tried the AmigaDOS
command PROTECT <filename> R
SUB? This would remove the READ
bit from the filename’s flag set so
that the files contents could not be
examined until the flag was reset.
Not a bad defence against A
illterate snoopers, but hardly of use
against the prowler with a knowl-

By using Encrypt, you can make

J—
impossible in this game without a do
healthy supply of them. wh

The most useful power-up, as with yo
all arcade games, is the one which she
grants extra firepower. Rollerpede’s 2p
‘version takes the simple expedient of dis

sensitve files resstent to al but those
who know the pass-code, thus ren-

dering them infin
e fle ing Encrpd
imply type the following:

Encrypt codet code? <l

The Encrypt routine wil then jumble
to the

and overwrite the original file. To
decypher the fil, just use the same
passwords and the file will be

that it is not  ‘runtime’ encoder

PowerPacker s a good example of 2

runtime program because it com-
fil, then attaches a

to it which sets out how it will de-

through the CLI prior to every file
cess.

ac

“This means that Encrypt could be.
to0 time-consuming for the casual
user who happens to be security-con-
scious, and makes it of more use to
those with a real need for privacy on
hisor her system.

JMenu

Author: im Collins
IMenu is a PD program designed fo.
allow any average Amiga owner with
o knowledge of C or Assembler to
generate professional looking menus
from his or her own script files.

1t requires the burning of a few
brain cell to use, but the results are

in action,
click in the CLI window at the bot-
tom of your screen to activate it,
t
@ sttt/ ens IR
Execute banplel QETURN

You may get error 20: out of
when using an unexpanded Amiga
sk,

CTRLD as soo0n as boot-up begins,
then type in the lines as above.

IMenu works as a command with-
in a script il When it is executed, it
cals its own special scrpt file defin-
ing what choices the menu wil offer
and what actions the Amiga should
take inresponse.

‘Once the user makes a choice by
dicking on the mouse, the response
is carried out and control is passed
back to the original script file. This



thout a

s vith
e which
rpede’s
dient of

but those
thus ren-

Encrypt,

n jumble
 codes
| file. To

will be

very fle

e casal
iy-con-
e e to

Nacy on

.

doubling the player’s rate of fire,
which can have a dramatic effect on
your greenie-totalling ability. It
should be gobbled up as soon s it
appears on screen as all power-ups
disappear after a few seconds if not

would enable you, for instance, to
call a menu from your startup-
sequence to offer a variety of statup
options, such as a NoFastem start-
up, or a stripped-down Workbench.

More usefull, the program gives
average owners the abillty to define
menus which hold simple cick-and-
90 ‘macto’ style operations of their
cholce. The possible uses are restrict-
ed only by your imagination and
requiements

The documentation supplied with
IMenu is rather brief, so you might
find a few words on its technical
aspects of some help. Syntax is of the
form

Ihens <seriptoanes <uarisblensne>

whete scriptname is the file contain-
ing information on the men tself,
and variablename is the variable
which will hold the user's response.

The scriptname fle is made up of
three main types of information
Every menu is made up of TITLE
lines, which the user can use as he o
she likes, MENU lines which hold the
choices which will actually be dis-
played, and EXEC lines which hold
the AmigaDOS actions to be carried
outas aresultof the user's choice.

To define a menu, you must create
a cipt file lsting your MENU choic-
&, then the corresponding EXEC
responses in the same or

As long as you put a space
between the keywords (MENU and
EXEC) and the text, |Menu will read
these and execute them accordingly.
See the example below as an ilustra.
tion.

THLE Tis s an enampl
THLE fust to et you
THLE Bens vorks

180 i ity e
rint an even sillfer aessage
68 e o st

BIC Eebo 1 Like pta®
HIEC Eco "1 Uike the Archis

HIEC o 1 ke the BAC Kicro®
The menu defined above would be

called by a line in a script fie some-
thing ke thi:

e sillyenanple vart

and would display the menu shown

collected

The second most useful is the
extra man’ power-up. These appear
less frequently than most, but are a
quick and easy route to survivabily.
The problem with very desirable

example menu —but you can be.
o eyt

ment variable, and will attempt to
write to the ENV: device, which is
where all environment variables are

sto
Normally, ENV: i set up either as a
real directory on your disk of, more
commonly, i assigned in the startup-
sequence as being the RAM: disk.
This has already been done in
CoverDisk 20's startup-sequence, but
if you move the program to a new
disk, you will have to put the fine

ASSIGN EWv: aN:

in s startup-sequence or type it into
U before using JMenu.

Finally, feel free to experiment
with |Menu. There are quite a few
‘example scripts and menus in the
IMenu directory, not all of which will
work from your coverdisk because
they require AmigaDOS o
not in the disk's all
of which will work if you G
IMenu o a Workbench disk.

ColourKwik
Author: Adam Lock

Colourkwik is one of those time-sav-

ing utilties which s only really appre-

ciated by those who have tried the
alternatives. It makes it easy for the
user to alter and save to disk any sin-
gle set of Workbench colour prefer-
ences, and can save a great deal of
‘messing about.

For example, if you're one of
those people (Dennis Norden not
included) who have booted up a PD
disk or a coverdisk, and enjoyed the
Workbench colours it used enough to
try to emulate them, you'll already
know how hellish a task it can be to
fiddle with the colour settings in

references.

Now all you need do is run the
Colourkwik program and then save
your palette to disk. The obvious
advantages are that you can ship

power-ups suich as this is that you
often get yourself killed in the over-
eager rush to collect them!

The other two are not as exciting,
but Shield can come in very handy,
and Boost will eam you a welcome
few extra points. Don't bust a gut to
reach these amidst a swarm of rollr-
pedes, but pick them up ifyou can.

We're sure you'll like Rollerpede,
even if you have seen its like befere,
It fast, fun, and addictve. Enjoy!

foers
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e st on this s s mine. | 't nick I of somecne ek, It hasn't been publshed

to disk with-
out the pointer and other prefer-
ences information contained in the

Jast thing to remember about
[Menu is that it treats the EXEC
AnigaDOS command as an environ-

file, and that by
using Colourkwik you can easily alter
the colours on a disk which doesn't
contain the Preferences program.
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une 1988: A new magazine
J launches to cater for the
growing Amiga community.
And 4,014 pages later you have
arrived at this feature.

The pages in between have seen
Amiga Computing cover virtually
every aspect of the Amiga.

We have carried everything from
getting started with the Amiga,
through to making the

to Amiga Computing. A
magazine produced by a staff
which ives and breathes the Amiga
rom days of careful planning vith
Superbase to long nights playing
Arkanoid. If you enjoy your Amiga
as much as we enjoy ours then this s
the magazine for you.”

A flck through our 36 back issues
reveals a community of computer
enthusiasts growing month
month with their machine.

Over the last thee years we have
witnessed the Amiga develop from
an enthusiast’s machine into a truly
affordable mass market home com-

puter

Amiga Computing has gone
through exactly the same evolution,
widening our scope as the computer
we serve continues to expand and
develop its diverse range of features
and capabiltes.

Anostalgi focus on our firstisue
reveals an uncanny number of paral-
fels between June 1988 and the pre-
sent day. Take for example our lead
news story in issue one: “Amiga
catches up with ST

In that piece, we published the
fesults of an ad-hoc survey of 100
computer dealers. We were pleased
to report that in the Midlands and
South-East, the Amiga was outseling
its arch rival, the Atari ST, two to
on

e

One of the dealers surveyed, Steve:
Kingston from Bath Computer
Shack, offered an interesting insight
into the then Amiga market “The ST
buyer | regard as an XR3 type aged

38 Amiga Computing

from 25 to 35. But, strangely
enough, the Amiga purchaser seems
younger, with the exception of those.
people from the vertical markets
such as video production.”

Steve was certainly right to pin-
point video production as an area
where the Amiga would later estab-
lish a foothold to be envied by other
computer manufacturers.

“This can be credited more to the
enthusiasm of third party peripheral
manufacturers than any vision

n part of
‘Commodore.

The parallel be-

tween our first and

current issues contin-

s with the Bards Tale

adventure series from

Electronic Arts providing

ment and enthusiasm.

Phil South introduced the CLI to
eager beginners n issue one. Again a
parallel can be drawn. Stevie
Kennedy's “Beginners Guide o the
CLI series continues in this issue,
introducing a new batch of begin-
s to the mysteries of the Amiga’s
command ine.

Forgetting the pastfor a moment,
here and now in 1991 the Amiga is
probably the most exciting hardware
platiorm to write about. We could
not hope for a more diverse range of
users, all trying to sway the maga-
zine in different diections.

Amiga Computing receives letters
daily from readers: some praise,
some criticise, but all care passion-
ately about their machines, That fact
was only too clearly borne out when
1 dared to comment on the relative
meits of the beloved Amiga 1000 in
a previous articl.

The quantity and qualty of argu-
ments from dedicated 1000 owners
defending their machine was truly
breathtaking.  +

The running theme through
every issue of Amiga Computing
over the last three years has been
progression. Virtually every expan-
sion avenue from hard disks to local
area networking and modems has
been explored.

Our features have focussed on
Amigas in the classroom, on the race
track and even in the tunnels of the

Back
to the

Now, three years and several
thousand pages later, we are
Tooking at the latest n the series,
Bards Tale Il, with equal commit-

What does a birthday, a magazine and
a potato have in common?
Eddie McKendrick blows the dust off
our back issues to find out

London Underground.

August 1989 saw the launch of
Britain'’s first Amiga dedicated
CoverDisk. Since then, our cover
mounted media has provided
megabyte upon megabyte of enter-
tainment and utiity software

The first disk featured two
playable game demos. Since then we
have responded to readers views and
shied away from making our disk an
advertising platform for software

ouses.

Instead our Cover-
Disk ha

become an integral part of the publi
cation, providing support programs
for artcls and stand alone software
that really make the most of your
Amiga

Other magazines have since
jumped on the coverdisk bandwag-
on, but none can claim to be as
diverse or trly useful as those afixed
to the front of Amiga Computing.

Over the months our disk has
been the source of numerous exclu-
sives including the excellent
SID directory utlty, MED the
music editor and even an
official  Commodore
Workbench upgrade. The
CoverDisk has proven its
worth with our readers
time and time again.

As an experiment
we withdrew the disk
in February 1990 and
reduced the price of

Amiga Computing by
£1.00. Reader response was over-




SEPTEMBER
1988

Hewson  Software
enters the Amiga soft
ware market with the
tile Netherworld. Last
month the company
was put into voluntary

Whelming -
e ta o cun ST
ment had gone more than gty
wong

In oder o cool our switchboard
down and stop our postbag over-
fowing the isk s hastly reurnd
Ithasn't looked back since.

Around the Amiga
world in 36 issues...

It would be impossible to summarise
all the major events Amiga
Computing covered in its first three
years. Instead here is a look at the
more quirky side of the
machine.

JUNE 1988

A magazine with the

the pub-

IR i, it assumes the

more formal title of Amiga
Computing. The launch issue features
a look at what lies in store for the

Amiga,

JULY 1988

We herald the arrval of the F/A 18
Interceptor fliht simulation. With a
score of 96% Simon Rockman confi-
denty described it as “The greatest
Amiga game ever. You wil believe a
computer can make you fly.”

AUGUST 1988

Palace Xoﬁwzve announce that
they are doing a

special version of

their “Barbarian

11” packaging fol-

£ the scanty attre of
Maria Whittaker

receivership,

OCTOBER
1988

he USA Department of

Defense suffered a break-in. An

. Amiga with a 68030 being
used to simulate enemy attacks

was stolen. Obviously it idn't pre-
dic that the enemy would come in
through the bathroom win-
dow

NOVEMBER
1988

A Commodore
spokesman  said
that Workbench

While other computer com.
panies are suffering a DRAM
famine, Commodore are claiming
to control 40% of the world
jemory market, “We are still
building PCs and Amigas at a time
‘when several other manufactures are
struggling to keep their plants turn-
ing over,” a bullish Commodore
spokesman commented.

JANUARY 1989
We take a look at the official
Commodore BBC emulator. A prod-
uct designed to help the Amiga
break into the classroom. The emula-
tor won't run games or any program
which breaks Acorn rules. Slow at
machine code, but magnificent for
running educational software.

FEBRUARY 1989
Anew stran of Amiga virusis disco-
ered. The IRQ virus is different
because it comupts programs rather
than disks. Also Commodore US
“strongly disagrees” with a tax bill o
$74.1m from the IRS

MARCH 1989

The Amiga is fast approaching a

of new hardware and software is
developed 1o service this vast array
of new users.

APRIL 1989

Commaodore announce the AS90
external hard drive and put it up for
public inspection at the Which?
Computer Show.

MAY 1989

The John Mencies store chain starts
o back the Amiga by announcing it
will be carried in 14 of their outlets.
At the time of announcing a de.
emphasis of Atari’s machine,
Menzies' merchandising manager

Bob Shinglton confides: “The volume
of Atari ST sales certainly did not
come up to our expectations”

JUNE 1989

In the aftermath of the Lockerbie air
disaster, an Amiga 2000 is teamed
with video to reconstruct the site of
the crash so police can work out
what happened immediately prior to
the accident.

JULY 1989

Wordperfect corporation in Utah USA

announce that they have closed their
Amiga development sec-

n. Itis clear
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that despite previous promises, they  FEBRUARY 1990 JUNE 1990 JANUARY 1991

will not be producing any further  firt ints of a 1mb Amiga 500 come  The Amiga 3000 drew closer with a  The Amiga 1500 hits the streets and

versions of WordPerfect for the 1o fight a5 Commodore sart to ship  confirmed launch pad of the Which?  our reporters hit the floor when they

Amiga the machine with space forthe extra  Computer Show. “The Tipster” horse ~ encounter a retailer selling “free”
512k on the motherboard. Also in  facing form speculator program fell  Commodore T-shirt of his stand at

AUGUST 1989 Feburary, Amiga Computing stops the  at the first hurdle in the Grand  the Commodore Christmas Show.

CoverDisk and reduces the price of  National. The only horse tipped by

the way at last. So is the magazine by £1 the software came in fourth, FEBRUARY 1991

Kickstart 1.4, but /> We report on the worldwide frenzy
not for a while. Also MARCH JULY 1990 caused by the football simulation
iy 2 . 1990 Amiga Computing provides the first  Kick Off 2. The software was report
Commodore /0 CDTV was reported  exhaustive look at the long awaited ed to have drawn a crowd of 15,000
warn people to & 0 have been shown  Amiga 3000 but we are still waiting ~players at a league event in ltaly and
be wary of grey to “favoured” devel-  for CDTV. In the same issue The Last  caused a police crowd control unit to
w:w;i 1::1 opers in California. Also it relates the woeful tale of Green,  intervene during a German event.

mi

Commodore celebrated our then Reviews Editor who was run

iples the [P its 200,000th Amiga 500 over by a car during an assignment

number of =] sale in the UK in Dublin. MARCH 1991

16 bit 2 Commodore announce that they
games it will stock. APRIL 1990 AUGUST 1990 sold an amazing 140,000 AS00s in

Commodore were reported  Commodore officially announces  the UK over the pre-Christmas period
10 be “furious” at leaks con-  CDTV at the CES show in Chicago.  of October-December. In the same
firming that the Civil Aviation  Staying on the theme of innovation,  issue we sart to ask questions about
Authority would be using Amiga  Mandarin software release the eager-  software censorship. The letters of

SEPTEMBER 1989
A Swinton licensee took swift action
when FAST, the Federation Against
Software Thet, stepped in to tell him

20005 to train pilots. Their fury cen- Iy awaited AMOS games creator. response are stil coming in.
an ilegal software copying den Was  treq around a headiine in “Computer
being run in the back room of his ek, 3 trade magazine for data  SEPTEMBER 1990 APRIL 1991

pub. “It was so blatant” said a

processing managers. “Flight Con- 120 schools in Derbyshire would be ~ It's that CDTV. thing again
spokesman for FAST.

roes 0 i on Games K= v tachig thel il spase k. Commaroneh rest o o i
o aporecued by thecompany < Commolods OV oo Tra. sell 1 5tk o s
ke v S nek of Topot o 1 ki
Qi & ok 00 o s o e it
iy pa APt oy s it e
Cheetah. Aeroskate connects to the
e
ica Systems announce the arival  player jumps aboard using balance
of the ATonce PC emulator for the  and leans left o right to avoid being
A, Thousads o Ak owmer - appec ot g
B G e
NOVEMBER 1989 distrbuted on the now defunct  MAY 1991
Nick “Green” Vietch joins the tAMpage disk magazine. Ocean soft.  Amiga Computing receives a letter
Amiga Computing ware admitted that the copy protec-  from the Gulf congratulating Page
ton on F29 Realator causd somé. On Publc Dol o sippin ther
o b b e e
e (eleames ofsarnk ok ditie” (COMY b et v e
wis, staton of s capabliés on the
competition in this BBC's Tomorrows World science pro-
mont'sRock obser. NOVEMBER 1990 e e

OCTOBER 1989
Commodore issues a statement con-
firming that Amiga 1000 owners
have not been abandoned. In the OCTOBER 1990
same statement Commodore also
announces that the ECS will not
work with the 1000.

Surprise surprise... Commodore  the Screen Gems package will be
DECEMBER 1989 announce delays to the launch shipped with Tmb memory as stan-
Marketing manager Jef Earl leaves of CDIV. The company is now dard for a imited perod.
Commodore “to persue his own ting a mid-February launch

interests”. The company famous for a5 probable
having more doors marked “exit”  MAY 1990
than “welcome” does not yet ask  We previewed pehaps the most suc-
new recruits to sign the viitors book.  cessul utity program for the Amiga
MOS'the creator. In the
JANUARY 1990 same issue we announced that
With 45 shopping days before Amiga Computing would be pub-
Christmas, Commodore rather meek-  lished on paper that was “kinder to
Iy announces it has sold out of  the environment.” You can sleep
Amiga 500s. The reason for such  safe in the knowledge that Amiga
huge success is the simultaneous  Computing is pinted on paper which
launch of Ocean's “Batman” game  uses a chemithermo-mechanical pro-  appalled by the sight
and the Commodore Amiga 500  cess which is greener than older of Stephen Whit.
bundie bearing the same name. methods. the makeup on?
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ATOMINO -

Psygnosis

You don't need to be an Einstein to have fun with atoms, at least

that's what Psygnosis would have us believe with their latest release.

The basic idea is to construct molecules by piecing together atoms,

Each atom that you place by

ymber of electrons that

orbit around it, all of which must be linked before you successful
build up a completed molecule. Expect it really soon for the usual

Psygnosis pri

STORMBALL - Millennium

1fyou thought rugby was a tough game, just wait il you get a foad of the
kind of antics that the players get up to in Millennium’s latest release
Stormball. Billed as ‘the sport of the future’, Stormball looks like'a cross
between Speedball and 3D soccer that sees up to two players simultaneously
batting t out in a spitscreen 3D game. Rules seem to be an aftetfought too

put simply, anything goes 5o youd better put on your pads unless you want
o end up eating hospital food.

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

LEMMINGS 2 - Psygnosis

Lemmings fanatics will be over the moon to learn that DMA pro-
grammer Dave Jones has already started work on a follow up. It
still has a very long way to o before we get the chance to save
even more of those itte green-haired fellowsfrom certain death,
but Dave is optimistc that the game should be ready for some

time later this year.

According to Dave, the gameplay format is very similar to the
original, but there's a greater amount of interaction with the
background. Lemmings can now pick up objects, move them
about and even use them to help complete each screen. There
are also many more tasks that can be assigned to Lemmings.

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Zee french know a thing or two
about producing tennis games
which they more than adequately
displayed when they launched the
original Pro Tennis Tour.

'd seen tennis games
before, but never had a tenni
game been 5o playable. Now
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they ve produced a follow up in the
shape of the incredibly imagina-
tively named Pro Tennis Tour 2.
The new game features tarted up
graphics and a greater range of
shots,

For tennis fans everywhere, this
looks lke being a must

WRECKERS - Audiogenic

There's nothing more annoying than being woken from a good nap, but

things are even worse if you just happen to be in suspended animation. In

Audiogenic's latest release, you've been woken from your deep sleep by the

ship's computer that informs you that some highly dangerous alien sime is
eading your

Its up to you to jour-

ney around the ship,

preparing for the slime's
arrval
Eventually, all this
changes to a fight for
survival as the slime
/ades your ship. Ooh!
Alien eat your heart out.

BIRDS OF PREY - Electronic Arts

Its been over three and a half years coming, but Jez San's latest block-
buster has finally arived. Combining some of the most realistc depth-cued

D objects with fast and furious gameplay, Bids of Prey promises to be
something very special indeed.

You can take up a large number of different aircaft, including the A10.
Thunderbol, the F16 Fighting Faicon, F14 Tomcat, Harrer, Soviet MIG-29
Fulcrum and even the good old Britsh Tomado, If ez and the rest of the
gang manage to find enough time between yet another pizza, then you
can expect a ful review very soon.

e




d better be careful that Nathan
e O

ave you noticed that
despite how utterly
wretched a child may be,
the parents stil think that they're a
ftte angel? Whether they're running
around the supermarket pelting each
other with rice crispies or throwing
stones at passing cars, the parents
aways turn around and try to justify
the child's actions by claiming that
ther child is too young to know oth.
envise
Of course we all know that this is
far from the truth, Fact is, kids are
pretty smart characters, Take young
Nathan, for example. During the day
he's a pretty lovable sort of fellow,
but as the sun sets, Nathan changes
into something quite terrible ~ he
becomes a brat. As his bodily self
rests, Nathan's mind goes into over-
drive, taking him to a land where
he's  realy cool character, complete
with leather jacket and shades
Even i his dreams poor Nathan
wanders around in a daze, unable to
look ater himself. Scattered around
dreamiand are many hazards that
will cause Nathan to wake if he runs
into them. Being a rather young
chap, he needs as much sleep as he
can get, 50 it up to you to ensure

that Nathan's journey around dream

land remains wake-free.
Unfortunately, you can't directly

control our litte brat hero. Instead,

you must use the mouse to

lay down gummg

arrows that

depending upon which way the
armow points.

Along the way he can also pick up
objects with which to make the
going a little simpler. These include

mite and even stop signs
which can m used to halt traffic

M\huugh initially frustrating,
right  direction you'll soon find it to be a
These must be laid source of many hours of enter.
directly in his path. tainment. Once again, it seems
As soon as he walks
over an arrow, he
changes direction

ImageWorks have delivered
the goods.
Jason Holborn

Steer naughty bny. Nathan through dreamland
—

Picking up the sticks
of dynamite can
makes things easer
on laterfevels

Nathan gets spaced

Here'slooking at you punk!

sound effects ar

e very cutesy

ly the

Nathan's speech.
«
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TH#E
BRUSH

The brush is a new
slim mouse which is
used like a pen. It's
ideal for artists

19.95
Commodore Amiga..
ST/Amiga switchable ..

SN TENS .

Please telephone for
a ity 1

RAM CARDS
2Mb Amiga 500 expansion unpopulated ...£29.95
2Mb Amiga 500 expansion populated
512K Amiga 500 expansion with clock..
2Mb Atari ST expansion unpopulatet
2Mb Atari ST expansion populated
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omputer RPG fans could
scarcely have failed to
counter one of the three
Bard's Tale games. They are just a
couple of the many Dungeons and
Dragons type of role-playing games
that have appeared over the last few
years and each new release seems
more like the grandaddy of RPG than
ever.

Bard's Tale ll is another of the
“create a party and go and mash the
monsters” RPGs, and while it’s not
the best in my opinion, it does have
afir amount going for it

The quest s simple. The Mad God
Tarjan is throwing his insane and
somewhat humungous bulk around
and not surprisingly the inhabitants
of the various towns that he laid
waste to and populated with evil are
alitle narked.

Ideally you're aiming to kick
Tarjan's immortal butt out of the
land but a good place to start is the
localtown of Skara Brae

Players of either of the other
Bard's Tale games will be able to
directly port their existing character
party into the latest sequel, so you
can make best use of the items of
power that you fought so bravely for
fast time. New players should not let
this put them off though because
5T maybe plye by begnnrs o

The screen display never changes

T H

u.;u:w!".i

]
]
r
i

s no real sound to

times, and
what there is sounds ade-
quate.

1t a sries of windows with informa-
tion on the party and its suround-
ings. To view a character you merely
press a key and the stats are called
up. Unfortunately this aso calls up a
picture ofthe character as well which
takes some time.

According to the manual you can
skip this by holding down SHIFT and
pressing the number but this didn't
seem to work. A shame, because it

makes swapping of booty and check-
ing of condition very tiresome.

Should the party meet a monster,
a picture of it i displayed in the top
left window.

The name of the monster is told
and you are given various options.
You can attempt to run away, hide,
or advance. If you have bowmen and

p.ny, !ln:
oo itk
should be a woll

T
Aot e v
&'.';:z':ﬁ;..,

!

The spols ofthe encounter.
“That knowledge comes In
andyforadanci e
e the gold wil buy.

" eipment andfood

The ultimate quest continues...

requiresa e arcane
knowledge, obtained
from the manual

and the

Dowm i the dngeons

o
et
few monsters. Looks

R e

Graphics

spellcasters in the party they can fire
from within range but the monsters
have the same options as you so
eventually you'l get up close

commentary on what every-
thing is doing and how much vari-
ous peaple are hurt appears in the
top right window.

Spells are cast by clicking with the
mouse on the spell name and then
pressing a key for the target. | did
find the game somewhat confusing
o control as the designers couldn't
decide whether to plump for the
Keyboard or mouse as a form of con-
trol and have come to a compro-
mise. This means switching between
mouse and keyboard quite a lot and
Hound it awkward

Rolling characters was also triky.
You have to select sex and race of
the character and then a series of
stats is chosen randomly and dis-
played. If these are acceptable
(which they often aren't) you then
press a key for class. If they are not
you have to press escape and go
through the whole process again. A
system similar to other RPGs would
be better, with a single keypress re-
oling statistis.

John Diglan

BARD’S TALE Ili

Publisher: Electronic Arts  Price: £24.99
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d here with have the atest n designer
fashions for fighter plots everywhere,
ld 50 beautflly by Frank and
John. Don' they fook the pant!

Sign on the dotted line and youre
dropped straight n at the deep end

It's the Biffa Bacon of the USAF

A10 TANK KILLER

Publisher: Dynamix — 1Mb required Price: £24.95

ombat flight simulators are of an aircraft. Sure, it goes without
c old hat these days, but  saying that the Thunderbolt can dish
nothing could ever prepare out some pretty mean fire-power,
you for the kind of hard-ass butt but what makes this machine one
Kicking power that is the trademark  mean motha i that it can take just
of Fairchild Republic's legendary AT0 as much as it can give.
Thunderbolt. Put simply, t's one hell  Most combat aircraft are pretty
fragile things at the best of times,
but the Thunderbolt is the Biffa
Bacon of the US Aiforce. It can lose
huge chunks of wing, and even one
of its two engines and st keep on
flying - try doing that with an 29
Retalitor! Put simply, if you want to
come back alive, then the ATO is the
plane to f

Star of the Gulf War and West
country window-shattering ‘fly bys',
the awesome combat potential of
3 LAUNCHER the A10 has been captured within

2ar Dynamix's latest release. Is a com-
bat flight simulator which puts yor:
in the hot seat of the aircraft that
was once described by a US Aitborne
Ranger as ‘the only true fiend of the
modern US Infantryman’

So, if you feel man (or woman)
enough for the job, its time to strap
on your Bigles flight goggles, wiap.
your white scarf around your neck
and go in search of something to
destroy.

Strategy is an allmportant part of

Nope,is not a SCUD, Thi tle
beauty could cause you some trouble

Here's the map of the batle below
you. There'snot a great deal o
detil because your radar stations

t
:
£
<
"
f
7
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Hope youve written out your will

the game, but for the muscleheads
ong you, there's an option which
allows you to fly straight into the thick

of batle, blasting away with your 30 1 low over

m cannons and Maverik ‘fire and
forget” missiles, vious missions will have a marked
effect on the ease of your next. If you
screw up totall, you may even cause
the war below you to be los, forcing
surrender to enemy forces.

As you'd expect, gameplay is exe.
cuted in good old solid 3D, but its
far from perfect. Most of the time

things run smoothly enough, but

the game can slow down to a
veritable crawl when the
action hots up. Un-
fortunately, its times like
this when you

seven differ-
ent missions
which you can
undertake, ranging
from tank busting to
taking out bridges to
stop the enemy advance.

AT0 really comes into its
own in campaign mode. You
play exactly the same seven mis-
sions that you would normally, but
all must be played in succession.
Just ik in real lfe however, you
can't screw up one mission and
then expect to carry on as
normal when you move
onto the next. Your suc
cess within

mavericksscream forward, rpping huge chunks out of that airield

most need to be able to get out of
trouble quickly. Your A10 may b

able to take a fair bit of punishment,
but it's not indestructible!

A10 Tank Buster is a great game
which is let down only by the speed
of its graphics. The attention to
detail leaves other combat fight sim-
ulators grounded, whilst the atmo-
sphere it generates is second to
none. It's just a shame Dynamix
hadn't managed to get things run-
ning at a slightly faster frame rate. If
had, A10 Tank Buster would
have been one hell of a
game. As it i, it can
often leave you

frustrated.

jason
Holbourn

FINAL JUDGEMENT

Graphics

te Is satisfac-

e triess oo o
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A WHOLE
NEW WORLD
QIF [POWER

NOW WITH THE NEW
SYNCRO EXPRESS
MK I

{) { Q!
FQR7 ONHZ Y HIGH SIEED) WIS
7 t 1 Q7RI

£ S&.990 DURLICATTON SWSTIEY

THE ANSWER TO YOUR DISK DUPLICATION PROBLEM
Q smcno EXFRESS 1S A HIGH SPEED DISK DUPLICATION SYSTEM THAT WILL PRODUCE COPIES OF YOUR DISK IN AROUND 50
Q Syncra Express requires a second drive & works by controlling it as a slave device & ignoring the computer disk drive controlier

chip whereby high speeds & great data accuracy are achieved.

[ Menu driven selection of Start Track/End Track up to 90 tracks. (] Ideal for clubs, user groups or your own disks.
[ Very simple to use, requires no user knowledge. [} The most powerful Disk Copler ever conceived.
[ Also duplicates other formats su.n-lu. sTete. [ mmmmnmﬂ-u uu,
[2) Probably the only duplication sy8 ficiis w
[} Now with a SUPER POWERFUL
[} Can be switched OUT when not

PLYUS MANY NEW FEAT
[ DRIVE SPEED CHECKER - now

[ DISK TOOLKIT - Syncro Il now I
Hard Drive File Copy etc. etc.

£99.09

PLEASE STATE AMIGA
000 WHEN
‘GRoEANG.

HOW TO @FT YOUR SYNCBO EXPEBESS 111
TELEPHONE [24Hrs] 0782 744707 CREDIT CARD ORDERS

WE WILL DISPATCH YOUR ORDER QUICKLY & EFFICIENTLY TO ENABLE YOU TO START RECEIVING
THE BENEFITS OF YOUR PURCHASE WITHIN DAYS, NOT WEEKS.

Hrs AL ‘ORDERS MADE PAYABLE TO.
DATEL ELECTRONES LTD.
| GOVAN ROAD, FENTON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, -

FENTON, STOKE-ON-TRENT, ST4 2RS, ENGLAND.
FAX 0782 744292 TECHNICAL/ICUSTOMER SERVICE 0782 744324
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STILL ONLY

T FREE
FOR THE A500/1000

A2000 VERSION AVAILABLE

PLEASE STATE WHICH COMPUTER YOU HAVE WHEN

INTO.THE EXPANSION PORT OF YOUR AMIGA AND GIVES
[EZE MOST ANY PROGRAM, THEN YOU CAN.

JUST LOOK AT THE UNMA‘I’OHED RANGE OF FEATURES

SAVE THE ENTIRE PROGRAM IN MEMORY TO

Spec chniques enable up 19 3 programs (3t on one disk
ik 2 Amiga Do reuads Indpendanly o he

t0 hard drive! Works with up (o 3 Mgy of B
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o more and oven infinia lves g, ammo, otc. player programs. - Works with 1oads of program

10 96t you past that imposduic: ovel very AUTOFIRE MANAGER

From the Action Réblay Il preference screen you can now set up autofire
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T ————.
Hering such dynamic scroen handing of

iTor

WS you to view/modify the whole sprite set o separately o that ot
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|+ frectly IFF format suitable for use with all the major oraghic and music  Gustomiss your screent 1o sult your teste.  wers sire i
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EeTant THE PROGRAM ection of DOS commands avalable at il times - IR
omgrens o 2nd thebrogram will cantinue where you et of. FuuMAY . COPY, DEvice, <
FULL STATUS REPORTIN opy
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uselul to be able to boot from your xternal drive.

o spci adaress o Show Ramas et

‘ HOW TO GET YOUR ORDER FAST...
’ TELEPHONE (24 Hrs) - CEIPREETIYA- CREDIT CARD ORDERS

ﬁ DATEL =L=c7on,cs LTD.
GOVAN ROAD, FENTON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, FENTON, STOKE-ON-’ -TRENT, ST4 2RS, ENGLAND
TEGHNICALICUSTOMER SERVICE 0702 744334
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Graphics
rate. With plenty of

Sound effects are
thin on the gro
hat

you
expect? What effects are
present do a great job of
creating atmosphere.
the game.
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“That chappy looks vicous, but he's dspatched quite easly

find werewolves, crazed opera
ghosts, giant alligators and even
mutant ninja turtles living happily
below our feet, feeding on the occa-
sional human that is stupid enough
o venture below ground.

In this game, you control a band
of four brave adventurers
who must journey into
the sewers below the city
of Waterdeep to investi
gate the source of evl
that lurks there. In
true fantasy style, you
can choose between a
variety of different
races, each of which
has its own particular
strengths and inevitable

weaknesses. Negotiating ~the
labyrinth-like sewer complex is a
heity enough task in itsel, but you'l
also encounter a variety of different
obstacles along the way.

There's the usual assortment of
traps to avoid, puzzles to solve and
of course a fair helping of

sewer demons
mutant turtles?) that
must be dispatched if you
are to succeed in your
quest

At first appearance,

Eye of the Beholder

bears more than a

striing resemblance
o 2 game that should be
more than familiar to

Things aren't 50 easy when he brings along his rends though!

anyone who has even the slightest
idea of what's hot in the Amiga
‘games scene, namely FTL's Dungeon
Master,

The similarities are not just cos
metic ither ~ much of the gameplay
is very similar, but that's not neces
sarily a bad thing when you consider
what a cracking good game
Dungeon Master was.

A blatant Dungeon Master rip-off
it may be, but there's no escaping
the fact that Eye of the Beholder is
stil one hell of a game. If you only
intend buying one game this month,
then this has got to be it. In short,
Eye of the Beholder is an absolute
corker.

Jason Holborn

K Dungeon Master meets Dynorod

EYE OF THE
BEHOLDER

Publisher: US Gold

Pressthe button on the wall and the
door o the far right begins to open.

1Mb required Price: £29.95

Your pockets are a litle
empty at the moment
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f your idea of a relaxing near as much fun as taking on a
ning in is to guide an army  group of friends
combat, hacking and slash-  Take it from me, to get
0 victory, then SSUs lat-  the most enjoyment
est release s for you. Is based in the  from Warlords, it real
days of swords and sorcery, dragons Iy is worth inviting a
time when men  few like minded
man were most  friends to par- £
certainly woman (i a tad butct
In true armchair g
ds

the opportunity to
4 s allo e smile at them smugly

You can, of course, p

ith the computer tak
control of the remaining armies, but
playing with yourself is no where

|

' | FSEm G
1 |

Pickyour army. Up to eg
players can play against
with the computer takin

Ath it fthe gam, your nght s
onquer the dtes ofHluria
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a their armies are slaughtered at
your hands

To win the game you must gain
control of the ities of luria. Sounds
simple enough, but there are 80 of
them in all, most of which are heavi-
Iy defended. At the sart of the game
there are many which are under neu-
tral control

These tend to be easy pickings, s
it worth grabbing as many as poss
bl to build up your influence at an
ealy stage. Its not necessary to con-

trol al 80 cites - if you have control
of more than 40 and your neare:
opponent is still at least 15 cities
behind you, all seven remaining
armies can choose to surrender and
accept the inevitable.

Each time you overrun a city, its
resources fal at your disposal. Each is
capable of producing an income
which is automatically used to keep
your amies at thei peak of perfor-
mance. If you start to lose these
sources of income (enemy forces

Y e o

capture some of your cities, for
example), then this can have an
effect on the fighting abilty of your
armies. Money isn't the only thing
that a ity can produce. i nurtured,
some can also produce armies which
can be sent into battle to achieve
further conquest. All this costs
money though, 5o i'sjus as impor-
tant to keep your eyes on your
finances as itis to maintain a decent
plan of campaign.
jour finances become dire, you

will be doomed to falure - without
sufficient funds, you'll be unable to
keep your armies supplied,
which will eventually make
them to0 weak to defend
themselvs against attack.

In true fantasy syle, you
can enlist the services of 4
wizards and chagons, both
of which will add a bit of %
extra kick to your army's
fighting potential. You can
also send your knights off on
quests to search out magical swords
which can be used to tip the scales
of successin your favour,

These prove to be particularly
important as your opposing forces

“The batte starts. Things don't ook too
‘good, but your knight i prety strong

Capturing the ciy in the bottom right.
hand comer hasallowed you to build ships
with which t Invade the island

(Oh dear, you're not partcuarly popular
‘amongst the other tribes that inhabit luria

become more powerful. Anyway, i

you don't use magical weapons, you

can guarantee that your opponents
1

I'm not the greatest fan of
wargames, but | must admit that
Warlords had me  completely
engrossed. Most of the time my fee-
ble attempts at military strategy
ended in my entire forces being
wiped out, but there’s something
very satistying about it ll when you
do eventually succeed. Unless you've

got a really deep-rooted
Ve hatred of wargames,
Warlords is very

definitely worth

checking out. It will

not appeal to every-
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AMIGA 500 MAMMOTH
- MEG UPGRADE

LATEST DESIGN INCORPORATES ‘CHIPMEN' OPTION AT NO EXTRA COST|

witch//incorporate:
connector

16 bit fechnolog
Fitin minut
ect replacement of Commodore A501 expan
Includes “CHIPMEM OPTION" - Phone for details
12 month warranty
|

mm’wa‘s: VAT and post
pac

HMADE
Send order with payment to:

WTS ELECTRONICS LTD, chaul End Lane, Luton, Beds LU4 8EZ

£
fid
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ot o 12 £1095

s i

LR

o RPE E U Dalary Al rices st 1o change woc oo £SO L, M-
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Bridge iee, 77 Fax: 031564 1960
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olf is one of the world's
biggest participation
sports, and wouldn't you

know it from the recent spate of
games for hookers and sicers!

PGA Tour Goff, fresh from s con
quests on the PC tour, has now sur-
faced on the Amiga, and looks ke a
champion in the making.

What sets this game apart from
others in the field, apart from being
an Electronic Arts product, is the
qualty of the golf action isel.

Too many games have concen
trated on gimmicks at the expense of
gameplay, but EA have managed to
come closer than any other to simu.
lating actual goft

In play, this transltes as a much
more refined representation of the
swing and the flight of the ball. |
would have iked a few more shot
options such as those in last year's
Greg Norman game, but simplicity
of approach pays off in the end.

The traditional swing bar i used
to hit the ball, but in this case, the
penaly for inaccurate timing is real-
istic. Even slight mistakes can result
in a vicious hook or sice, which gives
the game an element of club-throw-
ing frustration just ke the real thing,

What made me very angry, more
50 even than when my second and
third shots both went in the water at
the seventeenth, was the total lack of
even a token female option. The
game is based around the USPGA
Tour, and allows the player to com-
pete against 60 of the world's top
male professionals, but women
golfers such as | can only be appalied
that there is no women's tour option.

There are thousands of female
golfers and computer users in this
country, and they must be getting

There is advice on hand from the pros

S e

HoLE 1 Pk &
stRoke ¢ &
oI5 tanoE: 7 uos
cLue: ¢ uEocE

There are several handy special shats to choose from

pretty cheesed-off by the constant
stream of games which force you to
tee offfrom the mens' tees and play
a round from the point of view of a
blond-haired hulk. Software produc-
ers please take notel

OK, ranting aside, the rest of the
game is excellent. Once the ball is
actually struck, it soars off into the
distance and it is at this point the
game boosts the atmosphere with a
very useful gimmick. The ‘camera
angle’ switches to a point ahead of

the balllooking back down the far-
way, and your bal screamsinto view
to land with a thunk, a thud, or a
splash.

This simpl trick gves the player a
far better ook at the shot. than if it
just disappeared into the distance,
and does more than any other gim-
mick I've seen to convey the atmo-
sphere of God's own sport

The pseudo-3D putting surface,
which you can fotate to examine the
borrow, is useful if not very pretty,

oLve: oR1veR

‘O0PS! A sty slce can be the result of a mistimed shot

Take a swing with EA today!

PGA TOUR GOLF

Publisher: Electronic Arts Price: £24.99

 for the most

rt
switching camera
Is a real winner.

jus
element is good
term appeal.

but I've yet o discover how you shut
itoff, and it can be annoying when it
POps up for a pitch from just off the
green. That said, putting is as diff-
cult as it deserves to be, and on
those ticky American greens too!

Al all it st a golf game, but
EA’s PGA Tour Golf would be a first
choice on my list of sports sims.

Sandra Foley

The 30 contour map of
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Loba missle,

miga games players

who've been around for a

ear or 0 will no doubt
remember the original Supercars. It
was far from unique as an overhead
view car racing game but it did have
a few features that lted it out of the
ordinary.
Wel, fans of the genre can jump
for joy now because Supercars 2 is
here. And the most exciting thing
about the sequel is that it caters for
two players at once, something that
the original didn't manage. On load-
ing you are asked to select either

path
easy, medium of hard level then it's
foot o the foor time.

The circuits start easy, with plenty
of straight sections and nothing
especially testing. The game is
viewed from above and the style of
the original is maintained as much as
possible. You (and a friend if applica
ble) are represented by a coloured
car. The computer cars (and there
are a lot of them on most levels) are
all white

To call Supercars 2 a race game
would do it injustice because much
of the game revolves around com

Jump thatbridgel You'l need a
e s o sy end 12 et bkow

bat. After each race you enter the
shop (assuming you were placed in
the top five cars) and the winnings
from the race can be squandered on
repairs for the car and extra armour
and weapons to increase your
chances of winning the next

In each race there are only two
ke e BN o
they need to be chosen with care,
‘The standard types are front and rear
shooting missiles which are activated
by pushing the joystick forwards or
back respectively. In the shop either
of these missies can be exchanged
for homing missles (deadly and very
accurate), spinning missies that ci-

 for‘a couple of seconds,
and land mines.

Other add ons include armour
(reduces damage to the car from
deflections), a larger engine size and
a battering ram which causes dam-
age to the other cars when you cok
lide with them head on. This may
come in very handy when you're in a
tight bunch. As you need to fght for
positions, every dirty trick in the
book will be useful. Don't feel at all
quity because the computer drivers

will pull no punches,rest assured!
Later levels feature everything you
ever wanted from a Super-Deluxe
Scalextric set. Jumps, lumps,
crossovers, chicanes and opening
and shutting gates as well as a
choice of routes on certain levels
makes for some really tough races,
Playing with another Human play
er means you are vying for the top
spot with one extra contender
about, which makes things a bit
tougher. Picking on each other will
only mean dropping out of the top
five though so avoid it at all
costs.Supercars 2 is a very worth-
while game
John Diglan

Scalextric on screen

SUPERCARS 2

Publisher: Gremlin Graphics Price: £24.95

“The cam before the storm: glory, s and hot machines

58 Amiga Computing

2nd place ears you 4 champlonship points

RS FROM

156 COT O



-
“The HAM-E system gives you high resolution pure RGB images on your standard 1084 RGB monitor. They are pure RGB, not smeary
composite. No other graphics expansion device offers so much performance and cost so lile! And al the software to run it i free.
Even upgrades! There is not enough room 1o cover all of the advanced features of this system, o here are just a few
System Festares Puint Feature
* Paint, Render, vt ip s/ * Custom brushes use biter 17
L * 1874 bit "pure” modes ISV_HSL.CMY Paletie - 2
B 2560512 colour register modes =
= RGB pass through e
2
= en derl =
s > -~
=z 4 z =
wn & s HAME o=
% e types. -
Bz e z<
=z source code a n OO, o i R
SE i Upgﬁ comered 034 o IFF e, 7=
o oS Compatible pating <R
S 2 craLaNTSCeompune Ar\lin B o= I
o= nly RGB port e * Image processing software =3
i C Class B. ted P + supplied provides cdge
2 & * Works witd Amiga monios * Auoer Frcs st e viion ~
[ =] * Does not use Amiga power * Writes IFF24GIF - HAM-E convolutions, and much more. -
red! 2
ing you ot
Deluxe
umps,
pening Distributed Exclusively in the UK by Checkmate Digital Ltd
I“;‘ A 80 Mildmay Park, London, N1 4PR, England
- Sales 071-923 0658, Fax 071-254 1655
nply-
he
g CheckMate Digital Ltd, 80 Mildmay Park, London, N1 4PR: Sales 071-923 0658 , Fax 071-254 1655
2 bit
e will
e top ow Price;
at all ¥
worth-
. e MRS RcHe e RIS TOR 11
igan A °DL S £59.00
A A
. New Model A1500 Base Unit Price DL B2000 Slot ( half Inngth cards ) £69.00

Only
0.00 inc vat !
A590 Hard Drive Systems
AS90 Adaptor Kit (A1500) ¢
A590 20 meg drive 2Mb Ram £349.00
A590 42Mb SCSI Drive. 2Mb RAM £ 499.00
590 86 Mb SCSI Drive.2Mb RAM £599.00
AS90 173 Mb SCSI Drive, 2Mb RAM £799.00
3.5 inch SCSI Drives for A590. CDL A1500. HiQ:
45Mb £239.00. 90Mb £349.00. 182Mb £ 535.00.

’ 69.00
0 B2000 hard drive systems From 45Mb; only £ 399.00
Version 1.5 Brand New AS90 20Mb Drive units 5.00
Now shipping
1 ont 400 DO Hd Seamer, 6 e evls  £19900
Pl Hand Scan 64 half tone levels 199

£125.00 200 Watt Power Supply for AS00 £ 7900

Colour Monitors
NEC 3D Multi-Sync Special Price £499.00
Commodore A1084S colour + sterco £249.00

Hyper Helpers
only
£49.00

ICD ADSCI Card . fastest hard disk controller £ 130.00

AILS ON OTHER PRODUCTS



DISCOUNT SOFTWARE

For The Commodore Amiga

AMIGA A1500 - £699.95
Package includes A1500 computer with
Ib ram, 2 drives, Deluxe Paint IIl, Works
Platinum and 4 great games.
Price includes VAT and
r delivery
A1500 plus 1084s colour monitor _£929.95

AMIGA SCREEN GEMS
Includes Deluxe Paint Il and
games
+Free /ameg memory expansion
MJC PRICE £384.95

with Cumana 2nd Drive add £60.00

COMMODORE A590
HARD DRIVE
20Mb Auto boots from WB 1.3
MJC PRICE £284.95

CUMANA CAX 354 DISC DRIVE
Quality Brand name 35" second drive
includes thru port, disable switch and

No Hassle 1 year quarantee
INCLUDES FREE VIRUS-X UTILITY
MIC PRICE £61.95
DISNEY ANIMATION STUDIO
great new animation package
MIC PRICE £74.95

PHILIPS 8833 MK2 MONITOR
including cable and delivery
MJC PRICE £249.95

MEMORY EXPANSIONS

'/ Meg internal expansion for Amiga 500
Battery backed clock and disable switch

VIDI COLOUR SOLUTION
Vidi Colour package - including Vidi
Digitiser, Vidichrome and Photon Paint

* MJC PRICE £95.00

RGB SPLITTER - for use with Vidichrome or
Digiview. (includes PSU;
MJC PRICE £64.95

COMPLETE COLOUR SOLUTION
Package includes Vidi Amiga, Vidichrome
and the RGB Spiiter for a complete colour

digtising outft Note: For best colour
pictures you require a video camera or
perfect still frame VCR
MIC PRICE £145.00

ZVP VIDEO STUDIO

Great Video Production package — cal for
detals (requires 1 meg +2 drives)

with extra 1 Meg Fitted £31995
With exra 2 Meg Fited £349.95 “Sef‘é?“?‘f]‘a‘a;a"(g'y‘:ﬁ'{";fa“r’?aym"v“"” Ll i)
e C P cE e e RENDALE 8802 GENLOCK |
NAKSHA UPGRADE MOUSE - Great value Genlock offering both
280 DP! with FREE Mouse Foreground and Background modes.
e PROTEXT Version 5 MJC PRICE £159.95
MJC PRICE £21.95 Avery fast command based package now 8302 MODE SWITCH BOX - £31.95
3 = with 110,000 word Collns Dictionary
"“”: J;:;é?;;’;’gs"“ Mail Merge and up to 36 iles open plus
5 i ) much more —callfor details (1 Meg) MASTERSOUND AMIGA
Personal Finance Manager MJC PRICE £99.95 (Great vlue mono sampler 2995
Best Selling Home
accountng package PROTEXT V4.3 -£64.95 QUARTET AMIGA
MUC PRICE £22.95 PRODATA AMIGA..........£55.95 Synthesiser + 4 track sequencer  £39.95
AMIGA EDUCATIONAL
sonsy 0N SEHOOL 2 Kosmos
Fon choo o 28vear s £1295 | 750 genralknowldoe questonsfor 511 e $1425 | ot g
S o .12y ol 25| ot e peling - S0 uestors e or sty | Moy oy 2.3 s g
sy L ETIR0 S Fac i et g S o
i Sihoo 1o 7 ea R o ek
o S S {;“,ynm fio% | quafor iz vears % Tiass | oo £19%
el

Lear o Read Wit P s compete
reating cousefor & year i

Tutors
Ianguage. Vocabulary o some 2500 wiords spit n 10 20

i raona by g B a0 95
programs perpck

1. e e oo o 5 tskioss | e Mo (124 yeus) £1495 .
P Ptk 0% | GomanMasir (12 s £14 Mt o 12 ) %
S ur (12 e £1495 a1 CESE bl
WAS EACON TYPIG TUTOR lan {12y 14% i e (35665 fas
Seae
e P 8.5 St vocts -t vy 1 Gt e abrast 0. 105 o o o v s Sy, 158

rms Ilcl.llDﬁ VAT AND mrmz ‘0 THE UK
and Gover ed.

sy
Al wm ot 1o avalebily
CALLERS WELCOME : 9.30 TO 5.00, SIX DAYS

i weloome, pioase callo wits or quotations.

.J.C SUPPLIES (AC)

A
2 THE ARCHES, ICKNIELD WAY, LETCHWORTH, HERTS, SG6 1UJ
TELEPHONE ORDERS AND ENQUIRIES

LETCHWORTH (0462) 481166 (6 lines) FAX: 0462-670301

Proprietor: M. J. Cooper
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JAMES POND

e name’s Pond, James Por
mm to kill, 007. If you find my
antics a litle too much to manage,

then type MR2 when the mission
starts. A sweet little angel will appear
and you'll now be completely inde.
structible. Even ‘M’ couldn't come
up with a better cheat than this!

E-SWAT

Lifes tough on the streets, 5o this
hand itte cheat will come as a wel-
Come help. Pause the game and type
JUSTIFIED ANCIENTS OF MU MU.
The screen will then flash and you
will have 9 credits. Something tell
me the programmer i nto the KLFI

T—— T ——
We need you!

§ 50 you think you're pretty mean with a joystick eh? Then why not prove it
by sending in any cheats or tricks that you may have found for your
favourite games. We're particularly interested in tps for brand new games
such as those reviewed in this ssue, 50 get wiiting. Who knows, you might

even win something!

Send your tips to: THE TIP SHOP, Amiga Computing, Europa House,
Adiington Park, Adiington, Macclesield SK10 4NP. Come on, stop reading and

get writing!

= —

We all like to thlnk that we're pretty
mean joystick wagglers, but even the
best need a little help occasionally.
Take a trip to The Game Zone Tip Shop
with Jason Holborn

TURRICAN

Fancy 99 lives? If s, then get your-
sef onto the hiscore table and enter
your name as BLUESMOBIL. If you
then start another game, you'll have
all those luverley ives, making it easy
1o reach the high socres again!

o sip levels,

straight to the next level

HORROR ZOMBIES
If the creepy crawies are getting to you, then
type in BOGEYMAN for infnte ives.
type CHEATMODE during play.
and then press F10'. You wil then be taken

TURBU ESPRIT

you can't quite handie the perfor-
s o 1O S e e

racer, then you can activate this little
cheat mode which allows you to
qualiy for races without having to
be in the fop ten. In two player

mode, enter player one's name as
FIELDS OF FIRE and player two's
name as IN A BIG COUNTRY. Aren't
they U2 songs? (Nope, Big Country
songs - Ed)

ROBOC

Robocop's prime directives probably
wouldn't agree with cheating, but
who cares anyway? Type in SERIAL-
INTERFACE (with no spaces) on the
title screen to access the cheat
mode. You can now restore your
energy by pressing F9 and skip for-
ward to the next level by pressing
FI0. Your move punk

AWESOME

It may be jolly pretty, but there's no
doubting that it pretty tricky too. If
you need a e help, then press the
plus symbol on your numeric keypad
and press the fire button on your
joystick. If you then start the game,
pressing F1 will tur off your ene.
mies, 76 willreplenish your fuel sup-
ply and 1 through to 10 (press the 0
Key for 10) will allow you to access
different weapons. Go for it

LEMMINGS

MDMCGIMNEL

TRICKY TAXING MAYHEM LEVEL FUN | TRICKY TAXING MAYHEM
(CGOLONPDX | MIMCGKINFO | NMNLFELHX | 16| CINLMDLQEQ | LMBIOOOE] | HMDLGKOMGT | IHMEMGKIO
CMOLMGLQD] | GMCOKLMORY | HMFFNMHQ. | 17 ELGCKINGN | NHMDIFALY
COJLDMBEX | MCANMMFPRO. | MFHFALNHX | 18 Soooo! | iimao
IKHLDMCCEN | CINOMGMQFK | FHFILMOHQ | 19 LGENMMDPGU | MDIFAJLNIX
(OHNLIBADEP | GEKKNMIBG] HFANLMFPHN 20 ‘GKNNOLHQGS | DIFILMOIQ
DIMCIOEEU | KILDLGCGU | ANLMFHQHW | 21 GGRHNNHEHY | FANLMDPIN
LDMCONFEP  NHNUGCDGY | FaHLDBIY | 22 KILNGCHK | FNLMDIQW
EMCIMIGEW [ IDIGMOEGN | IHIDIFCP | 23 NILGNGADHW | FAMLSB)
MCEOLLDHEW | LDLGCJOFGY NHLDIFADIN |24 KNOHGOOEHL | IJHLFIFC]S
CMNUEMEP | ENGINLGGO | HLDIFNEY | 25 UNGONFH | NHLFFADIP
CEOUEK | LGANOIDHG] | LDFALFO | 26 GNGILGHP | HLFIINEY
KHMEMCKEX | GKNOLDLIGU | DFILLGIX 2 | Heanusny | AR
OOUCCIEN | GAIMMHIGX | MGCNNLEHIO | 28 ANLLFHIN | FFILLGK
HMDMCIOMEM |OKHMONGKGT [FINLIDIIN | 29 | OOHCGILNDR | OHMFMCALAW | FAHMFHIHP | IFANLLEHKX
OIMELGALGK FAHMDIIP 30 GLCMIMMODT MMCMCMOMFU! HMFMFKHG FINLLAIIQ
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AMIGA MEGA PACKS

PA
AMIGA A500 COMPUTER INCLUDES:-

3 AS00 KEYBOARD * QUICKSHOT JOYSTICK

\__ALLFORONLY 329.99

PACK 2
AS PACK 1 PLUS:
0.5 MEG RAM EXPANSION

ST RO oAve PLUS 7.95
RGPS 4 MOUSE MAT ONLY 357.9

;;;:;“NEL,SgE“EO SN 4 MOUSE POCKET

o DUST COVER

1§,§}gf~u~nmw~aSK # 40 CAP DISK BOX PACK 3

BTVMODULATOR 10 BLANK DISKS S B ot

S PoneR sy % CLEANING Kr

0.5 MEG RAM EXPANSION
AND CUMANA EXTERNAL DRIVE

ONLY 409.95

AMIGA 0.5 MEG UPGRADE
% NCREASES MEMORY T 1 NEGABYTE
416817 TECRNOLOGY

 REPLACEMENT FOR ASO1 EXPANSION

S FITNMINUTES

HONOFFSWITCH

ONLY 28.95 3355, 32.95

r CUMANA 3.5" EXTERNAL DRIVE

© very auier

© SLMLINE DESIGN

© THROUGHPORT CONNECTOR
© onoFF swiTcH N REAR
© LONG CONNECTING CABLE
© sa0K FORMATTED CaPACITY
© FiTs ALL AmiGa'S

our 59.95

best name in

Naksha - 2%

SIMPLY THE BEST
© 280 0Pt RESOLUTION
© ERGONOMIC DESIGN
© SMOOTH PRECISE OPERATION
© 2 YEARS GUARANTEE
O FREE MOUSE MAT

© FREE MousE PoCKET

NA KSHA UPGRADE MOUSE W

QUICKSHOT 130F
¢ ERGONOMCAL DESIGN

# 2FIRE BUTTONS

¢ HIGH SPEED AUTOF RE

# BIOGRIP FOR MAX CONTROL

QUICKSHOT 129F

+ 8DIRECTION THUMB CONTROL

e e 11,95
9.9 /8.

5 on 8.99 e 13195
QUICKSHOT 131 QUICKSHOT 128 ZIPSTICK
B e des
S Rl S earlenns
e L SRR
Hpnanlay e O (o
S & donerari e i
ony 6.95 ¥ 4 STABILIZING SUCTION CUPS Oy -

o 13.95 enrre13.95

COMP. PRO 5000 )
5 SUPER SENSITVE MSWITCHS
“x2PRE UTTONS

 STRONG STEEL ST
% RONSLP BASE PADS

2

fani
3.5" HIGH DENSITY DISKS 5.25" DSDD DISKS 5.25" DSHD DISKS 2 fDISK STORAGE BOXES
10. 30. 8.9 30. 7.95 35" 100 CAPACITY....5.95
2 3.75 0. 12.95 [ W 20.95 35"80 CAPACITY... 545
50. 39.9¢ 100. 3.9 100. 35.9 35"50 CAPACITY....4.95
100.......... p—Y 4 ] 200. 45.95 00. 67.95 3540 CAPACITY... 445
AL DLSKSVW%EF{RM(REE (AL DISKS 100% ERROR FREE (ALL DISKS 100% ERAOR FREE 525" 100 CAPACITY..5.95
& o onrr ol T ol 525 50 CAPAGITY. 498
ATARI LYNX HAND HELD VIDEO GAME SYSTEM Pl OFFER At
e
o s ot GAMECARDS RS
e PlmsieEs o Shwond iR SrbaKssELon A
SMECATE G ey KA a8 £200F0"
g 'xfﬁ?ﬁé‘a:?‘ r e | 525" or 35" 10 cAP BOXES
(GAMES CARTRIDGE BLUE LIGHTNNG..... 1995 5
onLY119.95 ST Frd 10 FOR 7.50

‘r

*MEDIA DIRECT
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MEGA DEALS *

~
AMAZING OFFERSON (o . )( HOW To ORDER
3.5" DSDD DISKS BY PHONE
25 DSDD 135 tpi . 0782 208228
50 DSDD 135 tpi XCOPY BY FAX
75 DSDD 135 tpi ! PROFESSIONAL 0782 281506
100 DSDD 135 tpi 35.95 THE UL BY POST
L 0 s0PPLED W L cunee wcwr  ||MEDIA DIRECT]
N DISKs CCOMPUTER SUPPLIES LTD
BANX BOX 4 CHECKS DISKSFOR EARGRS AMCS, UNIT
Howsmasoiss || SHEEESIE | LR e coe
worzonTaLL G vermoay [ | FEACSUETUALY STOKE ON TRENT

ALLKNOWNDISKS.

THIS UTILITY IS RECKONED
7O BE THE BEST ON THE

oy 34.95

THIS MONTHS
SPECIALS

Y% OFFER1 Y%
200 3.5" DSDD +
2100 CAP BOXES
7095  64.95

[ OFFER2 2

| NAKSHA MOUSE+

MAT AND POCKET
24w 2295

‘ Y’ OFFER 3 Yrix
CUMANA EXT.DRIVE
PLUS 512K RAM EXP.
WITH CLOCK
9290 87.95

Y’ OFFER4 Yrvx

Il cumaNA ExT.DRIVE

‘ PLUS XCOPY PRO
9490 89.95

%% OFFER5 W
ACCESSORY PACK
MOUSE MAT
MOUSE POCKET
DISK CLEANING KIT
DUST COVER

L s 790

25, 12.45

200. '9.95
50. 2,98 500. 179.95

100. ....41.95 1000. 3399

N A6k i o e v e SIS Wi ki
RAINBOW DISKS
S HECUYCLOWORMGERACRWATE Lo MO S f Yo G106

3.5" DSDD DISKS 5.25" DSDD DISKS
25 DSDD. 13.75 25 DSDD. 10.45
50 DSDD. 6.45 50 DSDD. 18.95
100 DSDD. 44,95 100 DSDD. 3495
200 DSDD. 84.95 200 DSDD. 67.95

(ALL DISKS 100% ERROR FREE AND ARE SUPPLIED WITH ENV/LABELS)

J
( GENERAL ACCESSORIES - )

QUALITYMOUSEMAT...250  ATARI DUST COVER.......395
MOUSE POCKETS. 150 AMIGADUSTCOVER.....3.95
35°CLEANINGKIT.. 195 2 PIECE PRINTER STAND. 595

5.25° CLEANING KIT. MONITOR STAND. 1295
, S s

@ RIBBONS

LARGE RANGE FOR

BROTHER
CITIZEN
EPSON
NEC
PANASONIC
STAR

Al
AND MANY MORE

POSSO BOX 'SWITCHES AND CABLES
HOLDS ‘5’&352’3“.‘_::;;5' b WE STOCK A LARGE RANGE

HORZONTALLY AND VERTIGALLY DEDATABWICHES AND

CABLES
PHONE FOR A QUOTE

\___Ony 15.95 v,

ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT

2

P & P PER ORDER
00 NEXT DAY
(UK MAINLAND O

REMEMBER !!!

WE ONLY SELL HIGH QUALITY
DISKETTES OUR 35" DISKETTES
ARE MADE BY K A.0 AND OUR
525" DISKETTES ARE MADE BY
ATHANAWE DO NOT SELL SUB
STANDARD DISKETTES FROM
THE FAR EAST.

HOW TO FIND US

DISTRIBUTORS OF:-

KAO
i ATHANA

Sonduell
’ J

TRADE GOVERMENT LOCAL AUTHORITY AND EDUCATIONAL ORDERS WELCOME



KCS POWER PC BOARD
THE PC EMULATOR FOR
AMIGA 500

DUE TO RECOVERY OF DEVELOPMENT COSTS

PR O sien o Amks oo st
a price you can't re:

SPEED - OUTSTANDING (aserthan many 286 AT (ATiga
at Oct/90) now even faster with new
Eots upgrade ver 2.0
COMPATIBILITY - EXCELLENT (All the software | tried ran
perfectly - Computer Shopper Feb/91)
CONVENIENCE - A DODDLE (For a plain plug ' go pc
emulator with no installation hassle there is
o compeition - Computer Shopper Feb/91)
MEMORY - AMIGAIMB RAM + 512K RAM disc
PC 704 KB + min 192 KB &
DISK SUPPORT - Floppy 3.5, 5.25, H-D A590, (amev hard
drive support to follow - software upgrade)
VIDEO SUPPORT - MGA - Hercules - GGA 16 col (dynamic)
(EGA - VGA soon)

ALL UPGRADES ARE SOFTWARE BASED

VALUE
JUST SEE FOR YOURSELF

INCLUDED WITH KCS BOARD WORTH
MS-DOS 4.01, GW Basic, Shell £80.00
inc manuals (not GW Basic)

Phoenix DOS help £56.00
1MB on board memory plus clock £64.00
KCS PC Emulator £30.99
TOTAL £229.99
"So what's the point in hlwng a ‘wizzo processor if it's no faster”

your gt

Gompatbity is excellent but no-ane can guarantoe every singie program
available, therefore if your purchase depends on a pnrlw)nr program,
pleaseao st or snd i acopy o rogra, (Wih e SAE.
to be retuned). Price subject  notice.

BiTcon DEVICES LTp.
88 BEWICK ROAD, GATESHEAD,
TYNE & WEAR, NE8 1RS ENGLAND
TEL: (091) 4901919/4901975

FAX: (091) 4901918

We welcome UK & Expor trade VisA
Trade welcome - UK & Export S

DAATAGisk dilve s a high quality
35" exteral 2nd disk drive.

= Siimiine case inc. ony/off swilch
= Thiough por for daisy chaining
» Low power consumption

= Extromely quiet operation

=Top qually, reliable mechanism

DAATAmOuse i a silky smooth 360
dpi high resolution microswilched
replacement mouse aimost twice.
o fast as the Amiga's own mouse.

[GYR FAST Mail Orcer Sonvice

EEN st s & o, Poces ks ch chacnss
) v A s o b

CREDIT CARD HOTLINE 0234 855666

PML 44 Singer Way, Wobum Road Industriol Est, Kempston,

Bedford MK42 7AF.

0234841331




roWite from New Horizons
is the big brother of the
QuickWiite

we reviewed last month, and is now
widely available in it latest version

One of the US's older wordproces-
sorfamiles, ProWite has never really
caught on in this country, but with
it £129 price tag there's no reason
why it shouldn't be competing with
the ke of Protext 5.

In common with packages such as
Excelencel 2.0, ProWrite s intuition-
based and designed for mouse users
There's no need, therefore, to use
the keyboard for commands and
much of your editing work, but a
comprehensive array of keyboard
shortcuts is available to diehard
odent-haters and those to whom
speed i essential

Hype-wrap

for the beginner in wordprocess-
ing, ProWite should be a drea. Itis
easy to use, friendly in operation and
appears to be almost bug-free. |
found | needed to consult the manu-
af only once during the creation of a
document which included multiple
columns, imported graphics, a vari-
ety of fonts and styles, and headers
and footers.

| was eventually forced to open
the manual by the packaging's cim

E

handed-out. o
Teadin Flommer

that it was possible to ‘wrap text
around pictures'. This to me means

the same as auto-flow, the facility

whereby text is automaticaly fitted

around any graphic, no matter how

irregular its shape, and would

amount to a major plus for a pro-

gram in ProWite'sprice bracket

Despite a very close inspection of
the otherwise helpful manual, how-
v, | couldn't discover how this was
achieved, and can only conclude
either that the clim i miskeading or
the manual is incomplete.

The only way to avoid text print-
ing on top of a graphic is to set the
margin marker by dragging it to the
‘edge of the picture, and this is hardly ~
atext wrapping facily.

Apart from this gripe, Prowrite
does everything that's chimed for t,
and has many useful features which
make up for the hassle of finding out
about the non-existent text-wrap-

Words with
a smile

ProWrite v3.1 has many more pros
than cons, as Stevie Kennedy found out

ey i o T
T
T TenE oS BoT
ThiS eadet ook rioe, dowsiT 17

ping. Some of these, such as clicking
on the bar at the bottom of the
screen to move to any page, have
apparently been borrowed from
MicroSoft Word, and most of the
others are new to packages in this
price range.

Quark Xpress it ‘aint
New Horizons quite rightly avoided
the use of the term ‘DTP' when they
set out the blurb for ProWrite.

-, programs vith fewer DTP-
ke features hav lost no time before
waving this patticular flag, and
ProWrite would cope reasonbly well
with small DTP tasks such as club
newseters.

Support for multiple columns and
imported graphics allows the user to
put together rather interesting-look-
ing documents, although fyou want
to import text into a document
whose layout you have just set, you
have to open it a another docu-
ment, then cut and paste it in from
ther K the program apprach o
colour printers, however, which gives
it an edge in the page pmdumnn
stakes.

True WYSIWYG

Instead of trying to cope with full
colour graphics on screen, which at
first glance would have been a big
sellng point, ProWite concentrates
on the use of the same eight colours
which the average colour dot matrix
printe, such as the LC10, uses when
it tries to reproduce a screen image.
In this way, ProWite offers true
WYSIWYG, because when you import
a graphic for use in your document,
it is converted into a dithered image
made up of the eight colours, and
should be a very accurate representa-
tion of what you will see on paper
The spell checker suffers from the
same problems as the one used on
QuickWrite in that a whole docu-
ment is checked from start to finsh,
one word at a time, and there is no

option to first sort the words into
alphabetical order. The process is
therefore a good deal slower than
that used by Protext.

As i to make up for the substan-
dard spell checker, ProWite offers an
excellent Thesaurus which claims to
include over 300,000 cross-refer-
ences and works at great speed.

‘The word list could perhaps be a
little longer (it failed to recognise
‘computer’ or ‘software’), but when
used on standard English words, it
was a joy. When given the word
‘communicate, for example, it
replied with a fst of 99 associated
verbs!

More macros

For advanced users, and those lucky
enough to be using Workbench 2.0,
ProWrite makes good use of the
ARexc mult-tasking language. I you
already have this and are famili
with ts use (Workbench 2.0 incorpo-
rates it), then Prowite offers an
extensive list of macro commands
which should enable very sophisti-
cated operations to be tied down to
a couple of keystrokes.

The beginner will find this option
father inaccessble, s0 it would have
been thoughtful of New Horizons to
include the simpler ‘recording mode’
‘macros for the benefit of mortals. In
an office environment, however, any
number of machines could be con-
figured to run ARexx with a pre-
defined set of the most useful
‘macros as requested by the users.

Conclusion
ProWrite is a wordprocessor which
desenves to succeed, and shouid pro-
vide some much-needed competi-
tionfor Protext .

ProWrite is a product of New
Horizons Software, Austin, Texas
Avallable: N

Supplier: Silca Systems
Tel: (081) 309 1111
Price: £129.95
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If there was
an award for ; ]
educational software,”
it should go to School

Software Ltd. said ST Format

THE BEST IN EDUCATION

1. Post your order.

2. Fax your order.

3. Ring credit card number.
4. Ring for advice.

5. Ask your dealer to order.
Pupils will lose 5% in GCSE for
poor spelling says Education
Secretary

Say BYE to bad spelling with
BETTER SPELLING

Available from all retailers
and distributors

BEWARE CHEAP IMITATORS

CTTE0

* Improves Reading

* Scientifically developed
* Uses modern research
* Superb Reviews

* Market Leader

* Teacher Tested

* Variety of programs

* Not another variation
of hangman

Prices:

1BM 51/4 or 31/2, ST & STE, AMIGA............E22.95
CPC, PCW, CBM (disks), BBC... e £16.95
FREE CATALOGUE

ORDER DIRECT TO:

School Software Ltd., Tait Business Centre,
Dominic Street, Limerick, Ireland.

Tel: (UK) 010 353«5145399

Fax Orders: 010 353-61-44:

Credit Card Hotline (U.K.): om 353-61-45399.
Others Tel: 010 353-61-45399.
Access/MastercardEurocard Barclaycard/Visa No

0 (0 G 0
Expiry Date .......... ..Cheque/PO L]
My machine ..
Titles ..

Name .....
Address.
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he Amiga has always been a into the AS00 market with ts three have remained eyesores stcking out

I machine to which users  mos recent launches - Adspeed, Storage the side of the Amigaand atng up
have added extra bits, and  AdIDE, and Flckr Free Video - all of  Not as much of a problem as it  valuable desk space.

2 fa as quaty peripherals are con-  which are aimed at the serious and  might have been two years ago, the  Owners of A20005 or A15005

cemed, they have been fortunate in  hobbyist user, and all of which are  AS00' storage needs have been met _have a much neater time of it

the avalble choice. Since the Amiga - attempts to solve a partcular prob- by progressvely bigger and cheaper because their larger machines can

egin 10 take offin a big way back  lem. The approach is unimaginative - hard drives as the market has  support hard drives internally on
in 1988, third party manufacturers  but purposeful, and promises to expanded. The drives we've seen, card slts, but the AS00 has not had
have been ining up to launch every- - bring success, f only on technical  such as the AS90 and the GVP units  this option unt recenty.

thing from hard drives to digitizers,  merit have been getting faster, but most  The advance of miniaturisation
and U.S company 1.C.D has often brought about by the boom in the
been at the head of the queue. portable computer market has now

The company will be familar to made it possble to fit hitherto large

RS most A2000 owners, who have been amounts of storage into a very small
njoying the company's add-ons for space, and one result i the AdIDE
that machine for some time. AS00 inteface and 20Mb hard drive.

e, however, have had to content The ICD unit is neat, small, and
ls inemseies with ICD’s 6V trap. incrediby cute, but fo the I of
door-mounted AdRAM board me I can't figure out who would

Sales of this unit have suffered in
the price war because, although of a

Noh qulty, 1 s a o more expen-
svethan the popular 1.5V boards
ICD now looks set to make a push
Stevie Kennedy
checks out the lat-

want one. It fits quite easil into
the Amigars case. It will auto-boot
with reasonable access time and
can kick up a bit of dust when
pressed, but the whole ensemble
smacks of a very desirable tech-
nical answer o a problem no
Amiga 500 owner has yet
asked.

The ICD engineers have
managed to bring a 20Mb
hard drive with a respectable
25ms access time to AS00
owners, in a space that is

about one tenth the volume
of the AS90 - the drive will
P iterally fit in a cigarette
packet - but the ICD mar.
Keting people appear to
have identified a market of very
small proportions.
For those in need of an Amiga
500 hard drive setup that is more
portable than other combinations,

and those whose desk space is
extremely scarce, the AdIDE and
hard drive is a timely offering. At a
retail of £387, however, AdIDE is
295 considerably more expensive than
16.95 the AS90 which, while being a little

slower and a lot uglie, is stil a solid
alternative, and one which offers
RAM expansion possbiltes

Speed
99. Speed! The word is on everyone's
lips these days, as i fe itself depend-
d on adding MPS o your mico. I

has almost become perceived wis-
dom that the standard Amiga - the

. one the shop assistant told you was
First of all, it has to be said that
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est kit from state-
side peripherals
wizards, ICD, and
discovers techie
heaven




is a perfectly good piece of silicon for
the tasks to which the home user
puts it. Where it's speed limitations
show up are in areas for which the
Amiga was never designed, and in
which it has always looked a bit
pedestrian.

AdSpeed, at £173 (including new
rate of VAT), i the cheapest accelera
tor so far released, but is lso the one

rated at 14.33MHz, twice the clock
speed of the original and an on
board ‘memory cache’ which speeds
up routine processor tasks

new, Faster-than-normal 68000
have been available for a while, by

with the lowest specifcation. It con
sists of 2 68000 processor exactly like
the Amiga's processor except it is
knots,

and f anoth
The chip's clock speed is nothing

Dodgy Displays

The Amiga has one particularly
annoying drawback that is con-
stantly being thrown in the faces of
its users when in hot dispute with
Mac and ST aficionados. Quite sim-
ply, the standard non-interlaced
Workbench screen modes are insuf-
ficient for high-end professional
uses such as CAD and DTP.

The Amiga user can partly deflect
such iticism by reminding his or
her Mac-loving chum that with
interlace, the Amiga can double the
number of horizontal lnes i itsdis-
play, and achieve a very hi-es dis-

ply.

Unfortunatel, if the user has no
flicker fixer, those iritating
Macophiles usually have the last
laugh when they realise how
abysmally painful it can be to oper-
ate an Amiga in fickering interlace.
This is where the ficker ixer comes

1CD's is one o the few ficker fix-
ers avaiable, and the first which il
fitinside an AS00. To fit i, you must
remove the Denise display chip,
mount it on the ficker fixer board,
then plug the board itself nto the
vacant siot in much the same way
as the AdSpeed plugs into the
68000 socket.

It means that ftting Flcker free
Video will invalidate your warranty,
but this is afar more inviting option
than permanent eye damage, the
inevitable result of using interlace
for any length of time. On the plus
side the board gives a rock-steady
display, and once fitted should be
transparent to the user.

Cathode cardiac!
It is at this point the user discovers
the overheads invioved in Flicker
Free Video or any other flcker fixer,
and the shock can be quite chilling.
A decent multisync monitor, with-
out which the card is useless, can
cost up to £600, and there’s no way
of getting round the necessity of

68 Amiga Computing

buying one.

Even f you manage to find one
of the discounted models in our ads
(and there are some to be found),
the total cost of Flicker Free Video
and monitor could quite easly top
the half thousand mark. Power

ance.

e

they have been impractical for gen-
eral use because speed is a
complex matter than bare rate of

The Amiga system is designed to
run with a processor at 7.16MHz,
er speed is used without
technical fixes, timings w
order, memory accesses will be out
t  of sync, and all communications

Computing are offering a bundied
package of card plu
for £510, but even with this dis-
count the user will til have to blow
a large hole in his or her bark bal-

The semi-professional or corpo-

between the fast CPU and the slower

more  custom chips will be put at risk

Switching in style

rule out as many compatibity
problems as possible, AdSpeed has a
falloack' mode, controlable through
both hardware and software. A
jumper setting on the board ise

e out o

rate user should find the price tag a
little more comfortable, but even
then it raises the price of a DTP-
capable Amiga system to fevels &
which it would struggle to compete
against the low-end Macs and
3865 PC’

s NEC monitor

31833 i
e
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Ficker Free Video gives a rock steady display, and
e ftted should be transparent to the user

Why does it flicker?

A standard Aryiga screen mode s output to a monitor
or TV whose horizontal scan frequency (i the num:
ber of times the scanning beam traverses the screen in
one second) is 15.75KHz, and 50Hz vertically. This
gives the standard 256 pixels high PAL screen.

When this no longer suffices, the screen must be
‘interiaced" 5o that one ful screen of scan lines is pro-
duced every cycle, and another is shown half a scan
line further down on the next scan. This produces a
high frequency flicker because the two are never on

the screen at the same time.

Ficker fixers work by taking the two signals and.
combining them into one steady display. As this s
impossibl at the original scan frequency,ficker fixers
must produce thelr output a twice the frequency, or
31.5Khz

Unfortunately the standard Amiga moritor will not
‘sync up'tothis requency, 5o an expensive high-quali-
ty multiscan monitor must be purchased to make use
ofthe ficker fxer
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determines which mode of operation
(7MHz or 14MHz) the board wil
boot up in, and a small program
which you can run in the back-
ground from your startup-sequence
allows the user to switch between
the two without having to re-boot.

This is more useful than many
boards, whose fallback modes incur
a re-boot as the CPU used is
switched from (for example) 68030
10 the 68000. As AdSpeed uses the
same processor for both speed
modes, it s easir to switch speeds,
and as even at the faster speed it
uses exactly the same instruction set
a5 2 standard 68000, software
incompatibility is almost non-exis-
tent. f you find any problem soft-
ware et us know!

The 32K on-board memory cache
is what gives AdSpeed its bite. The
technique of mounting a small
amount of high speed RAM on the
processor chip, and dedicating it to
the most time-efficient tasks has
been used in 68020 and 68030 chips
before now, but this i the firt time
it has been used on a cheaper
replacement 68000,

Basically, 32K of RAM s set aside
a a datafinstruction cache to hold
common code loops and machine
code instructions 5o that they can be
accessed by programs in the shortest
possible time. At 14.33MHz,
AdSpeed can just dump things into
the cache memory instead of having
10 waitfor memory accesses or other
ips to catch up, and can then get
on with something else.

DIY go-faster

For the new Amiga owner with a
morbid fear of technical activities
(lts ot be shy — that' a high per
centage of us), Adspeed s unfortu
nately one of those products which
invalidates the machine’s warranty.
To fit i, the case must be opened
and the origina 68000 chip levered
autof s socket, an idea which some
of you might ot be too keen on,
but one which you'll have to live
with if you want to upgrade your
Aniga

Instalation i otherwise a simple
matter, and the card behaves very
well once is i situ. As a no-fuss no-
il accelrator, AdSpeed works vry
smoothly and we've so far faled to
find a single piece of software which
dossnt ke the 14MHz mode.

Ifit was selling for £50 less than
its present retail price, AdSpeed

‘Adspeed uses exaclythe same instructon set 33  standard
1000, software ncompatibily is aimost non-exisent

would be an unmissable buy for the
speec-hungry hobbyist. As i stands,
however, it falls short of Blue Chip
status on value-for-money terms, but
only jus.

Hard Error!

Unfortunately, there are two hard
drive set.ups which don't entirely
work ith Adspeed

When you use a GVP drive that
has extra memory on-board, it
makes DMA (Direct Memory Access)
cals to its own memory without
tellng AdSpeed, thus rendering the
cache contents out of date. The
problem only occurs when you use
both the drive and the extra RAM,
and GVP has promised to rectify the
problem with 3 ROM upgrade

Users of Xetec hard crives willalso
encounter problems because the

auto-boot sequence on these drives
does not work properly when used
with an accelerated processor. Again,
this problem will eventually disap-
pear when Xetex upgrade their soft
ware, and the user can always
auto-boot in 7MHz mode before
switching to 14MHz

Overall, compatibilty with hard-
ware and software is as good as
could be expected, though users of
either of the above systems might
want to think twice about processor
accelerators.

Conclusion
1CD has attacked two very real
problems in the shape of speed and
display enhancement, and one
rather ethereal concern with AS00
internal hard drive storage. Their
solutions are ofa qualty and level of

A quart into a pint pot

You can now fit a wide range of
peripheral into the AS00's casing,
but there i only so much room in
there, and a large proportion of
the peripherals are competing for
the same living space.

The 68000 sot is currently the
place to be in a 500, with acceler-
ator cards vying with hard drive
interfaces for the prime spot of
real estate. The various bits of
hardware, however, do not have
to compete directly to cause a
clash.

We found, for example, that

neither of the large accelerator
boards examined in our Aprilissue
would fit into an AS00 which con-
tained an ICD AdRAM board
because the board connected over
the Gary chip got in the way. Such
restrictions on space serve only to
highiight the fact that cramming
peripherals into a 500 is mainly a
crisis measure for those who
would like to upgrade to a 1500
or 2000 but can't afford to get
the cash together, or those who
love expensive and very clever
toys.

technical competence to raise them
above the products of many other
companies, and all work very wel in
their own right

As consumer products, which is
how they must be judged, the
AdSpeed is the most desirable, with
the ficker fixer coming second by a
few lengths and the internal hard
drive struggling along at the back. |
suspect the first two will succeed,
especially AdSpeed, but | would be
surprised if too many punters were
to be found in the act of jumping
summersaults over the hard drve.

Product
Information
AdSpeed, AdFFV (Flicker Free
Video), and the AdIDE with
internal hard drive are all

Supplier: Power Computing
(0234) 843388
Price: AdSpeed £173,
AdFFV £285 or £510 with VGA
monitor, AdIDE
and 20Mb internal HD £3

Adspeed
Ease of use

Implementation
]

Value for monei Bi5

| Flicker Free Video

Ease of use
Implementation

‘ 1)

Value for m; a|

Overall

| AdIDE and hard drive
Ease of use

Implementation

Climm

Overall
L]
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Are you confused by CLIB.
Frustrated by files? At la

The WORKS

o / Aspiring o

All this o ar" s

= - and much, P“‘“‘:\‘sv.aﬂﬁ“ S ™

‘

Works much more for just g E;N\P““ s

| m"ﬁ ’Ed a fuly nof e
| 2P £3.50 &
e o b
‘ ’"m’b'e rl:’:ea"e""a M\\W"‘\ nymufw it
A"Ilgad WLy Including fully detailed, \W,ﬂ o oS IO

[Mexitie g becausem,v._,,y""’d easy-to-understand B¢ Vg

\ ry. manual
| AMIGA ORDER FORM ~

Got a faulty floppy? When vital disks || |
get damaged, you'll now have the

|
‘ 3
|

1 chance to try the
A e chance oty the seeminglyimpossie
special offer price of £3.50 (incl. VAT and p+p). 52 of recovering all your work.
1 wish 0 pay by: ] ChecueEurocheae enciosed made payabe o Europress Direct I Workbench's geriatric DiskDoctor can be
can A
[] AccessMastercard/Eurocard/Barclaycard/Visa/Connect 1 sent into retirement by this super utility!
1 | Ll [xD‘W date 1 P
o —
1
§ N Signed 1
| ) Adoess 1
1 1
1 Postcode 1

Find out more about The \X/orkStatlon - turn to Page 7
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affled by backups?
your problems are over.

TION is here!

Its no secret that the Amiga is the most powerful home computer of them all.
What has remained a mystery for most newcomers is how to make the most of its
mmense potential. Now Amiga Computing has produced a floppy disk that is
packed with everything you need to take the hassle out of harnessing the inbuilt
power of your Amiga.

llany months of research and testing have resulted in a simple-to-use, single disk
teplacement for Commodore's Workbench which we're calling The WorkStation.
This indispensable collection of utilities, including some outstanding shareware
never before assembled together on one disk, is
fow available for just £3.50.

Its too good
to miss!

[ —

|

PLUS! PLUS! PLUS!
Aswell as all these superb
features The Amiga Computing
WorkStation also includes a wide range of
programs designed to make life with your Amiga a whole
ot easier. There are simple solutions to everyday problems,
such as mouse utilities which display screen co-ordinates and
give your rodent a much needed speed boost.

# You can even define extra pulldown Workbench menus that cut out
the familiar icon clutter and let you really get down to business.

0 In addition to all of these valuable new features all traditional
(Ll commands have been retained - for the old hands among you!
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The Amiga chips were designed in
the mid-80s. What does the
future hold?

: There are constant changes. As a

matter of fact there is a new
chip set or the Amiga we've
been working on now, | guess,
for almost two years that should
be ready this fl

And what will that provide? A bet.
ter platform for the graphics?

: More icing on the cake. More

colours, more chip RAM and
that sort of thing... You have to
stay with the state of the art.

So that's the direction you'e tak-
ing. You're trying to position the
Amiga for when multimedia really
takes off?

: Amiga covers the full range.

We'll give the consumer mult-
media in the CDTV and the pro-
fessionals or the offices -~ most
offices and schools and every
body else - are going more and
ore towards interactive, true
multimedia platform.
How is it sellng in the business
area at the moment? Have you
made many sales?

: Very much sol Its penetrated

the market (which) so far is
rather small, but you take North
America where we're not a
major factor like we are in
Germany. But if you take certain
small markets... NASA
Amiga. The Berkley Linear
Accelerator, advertising agen-
cies, TV studios, graphic artsts.
they're all using Amigas.

And the video toaster.

: The video toaster enhances that

once again.

o it going for the leading edge

market?

: People who, instead of paying

$100,000 to do something, can
pay $5000 or $6000 and get the
same performance.

Which they thought was impossi-
bleto do.

: Bactly!

Do you foresee licencing the tech-
nology? Will there be Amiga

: | don't think we are interested in

licencing the technology for
computers. We might be inter-
ested in icencing the CDTV plat-
for

.
But not the Amiga itself? Third
party or something

: 1 don't think so. | never like to

use the word never.
Presumably that's because you
want to keep the Amiga in-house.

You want to be able to @M wuhat they'll do for  technology outside o the Amiga
vt 0
v

dovlop it e Otherwise  that you can do this with at a
way o they're just a door  consumer pice
want to er e the stop. And that @ Off the shel, and you don't need
op ‘ We wer means the appll- _ extra hardware
ol I e cations and the 16 And that box - we're not teling
nice to have We software. St anybody, but s a full computer
somebody.else QSIBNES you_have to in there. There are many periph-
st ome 4o e i e
oo e 1o goo ot To. et sty

*seriou do a certain type @ How do you see the COTV devel
achine? ofsoftware you have to havea _0ping? What's s nxt stage

1G: Yes, but it al depends platform of that power and the  1G: (Shrugs his shoulders implying
Wwho you partner s tis becom- capabiliy. That's what makes  “anywhere”) Wel, frst of all the
ing a serious machine.  CDTVwhatitis because thereis  next stage will be full motion
Computers are only sold for o other platform, no other  video

What does Commodore
have up its sleeve for
the future? How will
it meet the chal-
lenge of Europe in
1992? What hopes
does it have
pinned on the
new CDTV?
Donald Maple
went straight to the
top and asked Irving
Gould, Chairman of
Commaodore International

R ok



n. When would you anticipate that?
Let me make this statement
They're stll trying to decide on

opinion... But, you can't fight  advantageous to have some sort
City Hall... Most businesses  of offcal R&D project here.
throughout the world today  1G: We dol We've constantly had a

the standar have accepted Ms-dos group of engineers in
Whenever they  Goukdon he COTV: with all it Braunschwelg married with our
set the dreariness  American (engineers) and we

Q

‘e you going to

and every. give them certain tasks. We

U ‘If]gm e R

ou  can't @ Especilly in terms of 1992. You

use DV chips or change that. must be aware of that?
i about CDTV gs ¢

are you goi

I'm the first 1G: We arel That's why we're build-

::V:E,!ap v consumer tem it to admit, ing the new facilty.

No, they're

JPEG ~ stan-

If Commodore  Q: That's certainly good news since
had been on then you'l be considered a local

ing. e MOSRBIE RGOS (v ool e cory?

Commodore has always in

s avtss EECRETBEIIRI ... & ' Cormany been sonsidered s

soon as PEG

ould have local company.

s resoived | (OBES CUBR DR |  been the PET @ Al Amiges sold n Europe are

can tell you S standard. We . actualy made n Buunschwed, A
that we will EUCHIed , were the firt... lot of people don't know that
cither be the We goofed

fistor oneof : Lot year, afer

the first
It's not even on paper yet, s t?

: Its getting close. But close
doesn't count. Only in horse-
shoes and hand grenades
(Laughter)

What kind of market do you see

for COTV? Who willbuy that?

1G: The consumer!

Q: Average consumer? Domestic?

: Wouldn't it be fun, instead of
having jerky motion, to have full
motion. If you get the proper
‘compression techniques you can
do actual movies
Would that be at an accessible
price?

It has to bel Otherwise you're

not gonna get the volumes. And

W We're in an industry...
unfortunately prices never go
up, they only go down. So you
wanna talk COTV today and look
two years out, you're not gonna
see it as high as it is today.

That's the nature of our busi-

ness.

About networking. You a

rvmm(ed a specal division lost

ae

2

r

2

Veileeed specialists. That's a
highly specialised area. It been
implemented to a much greater
degee today. We do have a net-
working specialst division that
've set up in Denmark that
handes our R&D.
About IBM. When Commodore
decided to make PC compatibles
itrealy bugged me.
1G: Whether we like it or not, or
whether its the best or worst
machine in the world, you can
decide yoursef, | have my own

r
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Europe? tm asking i sy

‘now. Don't you think it would be ment:

vie o e ame st 60 (G ol DAUe to

s e I o 5 e 0

e St b R vhe el beat the le leading

number of users that you have g

edge and

1G: Well, we have always had some

R&D  development in that's where

Braunschweig (Germany) and

s commit
(_mwl““dm
Goldon

we il continue to dofi ore iS
o SR |G
oculyaConadon gon na get

@ Are you really? It's not peing &

1G: Of coursel Canadian passport
Q Ol A Cannuck!

1G: “Out ollow
; 11992 t el be v
@ nterms of 1992 it would be very aleﬂdef

rview, because we wanted to concen:

trate on what we believe our readers will find the most interesting
we simply couldn’t resist using the following

Gould quotations:

*...CDTV is television that you control, not television that controls

you
all you need to use CDTV s its hand-held remote control

“The Amiga for the first time allows (multimedia) at a reasonable

price and that's the exciting part. CD-ROM prior to this time was

primarily a data base

“Its always been my goal to develop a product that is powerful
and exciting but accessible to people like me who find it difficut

to use a computer. CDTV is the answer.

er it's being

1G: When you use the word “make”
you have to use it loosely

Q@ What sort of company do you see
Commodore being in fve years
time?

1G: At my age? | don’t know!
(Hilarious laughter all around)
You tell me! | think we are on to
a great thing. Even the COTV, |
always said that if | gamble |
always like to have one card
bent (more laughter). What |
mean by that is | fike a bit of an
edge.

1 for any reason — and | don't
think | am — but if | am wrong
about CDTV as a consumer item
it sl the greatest educational
tool that's ever been invented,
That I'm sure of. It is the great-
est governmental tool and cor-
porate tool. Someone asked
what you can do with a repai
A e e
tures.It's a real “how to”.

Itis also the gleueﬂ “point of
sale” piece of equipment ever
invented. Experiments have
been going on right now in

Toronto, with Canadian Tyre.

They couldn't wait for the

CDTV 5o they've been using

the Amiga knowing that

CDTV is coming. But you

put a touch screen on this

and you do anything you

want.

That's amazing consider.

ing the type of people who

g a store ke

Canadian Tyre. They are

ot technically minded
atal.

:They have it in the
sporting  goods
department.  It]
demonstrate  the

equipment, it willshow it... s a

salesmant It's got the sounds, its

got the pictures
A major US corporation thats

also in the retal - they brought
their chairman over to look at .
They wanted very badly to sel
at the retail level bu they want-
ed it internally for what it could
do for them. So, yourte just see-
ing the beginning of something
here.

And we're gonna have com
petitors. We're ot in this worid
all by ourselves.

But you have to be at the
leading edge and that's where
Commodore s gonna get back
It's not being a follower it’s
being a leader!
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THE ONLY THING WORSE
THAN GOING TO HELL WHEN YOU'RE DEAD
IS GOING THERE WHEN YOU'RE STILL ALIVE!

0898 442 777

Iferna Puzals,Fiendish Riddle,Syglan Toads, Demonic Closts, Hot Al Baloanists
and 3 Diabolical Elvis Impersonator: Alltis and more when you ener th Infernot

ESCAPE FROM HELL OR ROT FOR ETERNITY - THE CHOICE IS YOURS!

£100 PRIZE

YOU THINK 15 HOURS OF TONY BLACKBURN JOKS i HeLLt
T UNTIL YOU VISIT:- INFERNO

s PESESEDSAL R

Full details of the competition rules, forthcoming games and all our el
other services can be obtained by dialling the above number.
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AMIGA
REPAIRS

Just £44.95 inc

Commodore registered repair centre

Over 10 years experience with Commodore com-
puters

20 qualified technician engineers at your disposal
We will undertake to repair your Amiga 500

* 4 A%

Upgrade your Amiga fro
1Mb of memory for just €25

computer for just £44.95 including parts, labour, LUSIVE OFFER:

VAT and post & packing 0 oursehes for e,
% Most computers will be repaired within 24 hours "‘;gf‘ AL

of booking in e,
* Prices include full service check, overhaul, soak-

test and replacement of power supply unit if *lenhkewvnnlxgelﬂllmzmpmlol&r Smplvsmdnrh:nd
necessary deliver your machine to

Repairs to keyboard and disc drive also includ-  payment and this Idveﬂ -nd we wﬂl du the rest. (If pmhle pluse
ed. (£25 extra if these units are unrepairable and
require complete replacements)

All repairs covered by a 90 day warranty

*

3 I you require 24 hour courier fo your door, please dd 5 or lse
your computer will b sent back by contract parcel pos.

*

WTS Electronics Ltd, Studio Master House, Chaul End Lane, Luton, Beds. LU4 8EZ
R Tel: (0582) 491949 (4 lines) (&)




SID's hidden
talents

he heart and soul of the
Workstation has to be SID
and the host of utilties it

allows you to access. The SID within

the WorkStation is a much more
powerful beast than the standard
empty shellsupplied by PD libraries.

Our completely configured ver-
sion not only handles disk manage-
ment but goes on to do much,
much, more,

“This is done by instructing SID to
access all manner of extemal utiites
which in turn perform miraculous
tasks that the original Workbench
disk can only dream abou.

Perhaps one of the most common
requirements for most users is not
the transferring of fils from disk to
disk, but rather to simply examine
what's on them, This is sometimes
ot as easy as it sounds, but with the
aid of SID you can examine the con-

“tents of a disk and either edit, read,
run, view, or hear the contents as

req

Often the file names on a disk
give absolutely no indication as to
what they may be. To find out what
you're dealing with click the left
mouse button with the pointer at the
very bottom of the screen. This
opens up a whole range of previous-
Iy hidden options which make prob-
ing the hidden depths of your disks
simple.
AS you can see there's a complete
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The WorkStation is an easy-to-use
replacement for Workbench. In the
first of several support articles,
Paul Austin explains how to start
making use of an invaluable friend

time, 5o check the internal clock is

set of options for each device. Size is
the first option and the one most
often used, being the format-in
which SID iniially appears. Size for
obvious reasons is the most conve-
nient display when transferring files
from disk to disk.

Next in the line comes the Date
option which details when the

AR .'m'ﬁ
Sl
R g,\(}‘é»‘r‘

file was added o the disk.

options can be great for keeping
track of old and new versions of the
same files on various disks. I's worth
remembering that some commercia
software can have very strange
efects on the Amiga’s perception of

&
Combining the Date and Time

correct before saving files which may
depend on the TIME option for
recognition. Use the TIME icon in
SID's control panel to check.

After Time and Date comes BITS.
A first glance this option appears to
be a dull collection of jumbled let-

ters. In fact it's one of the most

ful
aspects of
SID’s hid-
den tal-
ents. By
using the
BITS option
you can set the flags for

any file or directory you wish.

In simple terms this means you can
decide whether a fle is readable,

W

writable, hidden, protected and so

To alter the flag parameters of a
file simply highlight it and click on
the protect icon in the control panel.

This brings up a requester displaying
the flag options used with that fe.
For example, by altering the flags
you could hide a file or directory
from prying eyes, or perhaps protect
it from accidental defeton. There's a
whole range of options which can be
applied o files and the BITS option
gives a full description of each fle
and directory’s current state.

‘The NOTE option i another aid to
organising your files. It allows you to
read comments which have been
appended to either il or directory.
“This is handy if you use files with
only numerical differences ~ Pic1,
Pic.2 for example. When you fist
add files using this format t's easy to
remember which is which, but come
back a day later and you won't have
a clue. At this point the only option
is to view file by file until you find
the one you're afte, yawn..

This is where SID's COMMENT /
and NOTE faciities come into their & | G
own. Whenever you need to add a 1

few essential words click on the file
followed by SID's COMMENT icon

and type away. I
This has no effect on the fie, or
on the way in which it treated by I

other programs, but it does make it
instantly recognisable when viewed
using the note option.

Last in the lst comes the DESC
option. This is perhaps the most use-
ful of all the available display for-
mats. It gives a description of each
le in the current directory list -
whether it's an IFF graphic, Binary
file, executable fle, an ASCII file and

“Ths is great for searching through
faceless disks for the samples and
pictures you know are in there some-
where, Of course 'm ot trying to
suggest you good people would
poke around pinching other peoples
Juicy bits. Of course you wouldn't

@ If you haven't already got a
copy of WorkStation, see Page 70 ‘
for special offer.
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ONLY &
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disks and is rapidly expanding
Send for FREE Catalogue to:
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ournalism i a term that has to
Jbe applied loosely on occa-
sion.

This siight dig only really applies
10 the newsletter side of the business
~ generally monthly subsciber sup-
port disks compiled in-house by any-
one who's interested. As a result the
usual journalistic standards don't
tend to apply.

Now if someone will hold my
horse Vll step down and explain
these blatantly snotty statements,

The lack of adhesion to journalsti
standards doesn't mean that these
particular mags are necessary badly
witten or unpleasant to read, but it
does mean they tend to be littered
with various references to bodily
parts and functions. You might not
be t00 keen on the kids clapping
eyes on some of them,

17 bits Update

A fine example of the Viz approach
to literature is the regular offering.
from Seventeen Bit, one of the coun-
tries largest PD brares

Their Update disk mag is more of
a newsletter than a true magazine
and tends to throw a few demos,
hints, tips and gossip about the
world of Public domain, plus a
healthy amount on the world of the
authors and theirlaest acqisiions,
whether its Cortina, a Lada or a por-
tion of chips.

it must be said that it sn‘t the
most informative offering around but
it will certainly raise a smile. For
example in the hints and tips section
you'll find such classics as a tip about
chips, not as you might expect a
quide to upgrades but rather the
solution to the pressing problem of
portion control with the vegetable
ity

Newsflash

In defence of Seventeen Bit they do
have an alternative

publication under the

banner of Newsflash.

This s a very different

bag of chips aimed at

s much more serious

side of the Am:

reflects the general

Our cheap and cheerful PD person Paul Austin
points his finger at the plastic press

theme of user rather than watchef,
so1f youre that way inclined give it a
Took. Both mags are available from
Seventeen Bit on 0924 366982.

Jumpdisk
Jumpdisk is the old man of the flop-
Py press, being the first publcation
to cast off the chains of paper and
printer and swap to the delights of
the disk.

The 58th issue is due to hit the
streets at any moment, easiy making
it the grand old man on the Amiga.
The disk i an American publication
‘which boass the biggest distribution
in the states.

With such an enviable pedigree,
ot to mention circulation, it's obvi-
ous that the product isn't going to
be duff and of course it st It has a
nice selection of utiltes and editorial

and the occasional special additions
with the odd sily bit thrown in for
good measure.

As well as the mag itsef there's a
supplemental disk full of material
offered with each issue. Each copy
comes in it's own lttle bag with a
simple instruction sheet detailing
what's on the disk plus the almost
obligatory advanced advertising. Its
generally an excelent product that's
well worth a closer look.

Megadisc
This is the second mag in the GTS
stable and in my humble opinion
quite simply the best plastic mag in
the business. The software is excel-
lent and the editorial is easily on a
par. The disk like many things in the
British media is an Antipodean
import that's more of a blockbuster

as opposed to soap opera we're all
too familar with.
The Australian influence on the

Amiga world has been ather imited
to date but f this s a typical exam-
ple of what's on offer there could be
some serious pommie bashing in the
near

The real strength of the disk lies
within tsstructure which leans much
more in the direction of a true maga-
zine than many of ts rivals. Most
disk mags find it very dificult to walk
the fine line between being a maga-
zine and becoming yet another PD
compilation disk. Megadisc does
exactly that by striking just the right
mix between the two.

A particularly pleasant feature is a
section devoted entirely to hardware
applications and how to tweak and

ider your way to a perfect system.

“The editorial section i full of inter-
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WIG,
THE NORTHWESTS BIGGEST PD LIBRARY ~ whalL

0942 521577
SUPPLIERS OF AMOS PD AND LICENSEWARE, T-BAG, AMICUS, FISH AND PCS PD
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APD 148: DEMOLITION MISSION S 553 ASATRON 32 STATWARE BF PCU 1202, RED SECTOR DEMO MAKER 1MEG
p & PONTOON ERCHBIACCONTAINS s Of one
RANS#e  RAVIRACED ANMATION

PCS230.235 DIGI CONCERT 15 THE SET 25 HE e e
PCS 240 ARNIE SU

i [
pCS 250 TOTAL RECALL Do P Cg | PGS PRICESFORPUBLIC
DONNA SLIDESHOW 3 DISC SET £4. | DOMAIN ARE AS FOLLOWS |
Pe35e) ma DEMO ok
PCS 254: BUDBRAIN 1 AND 2.3 DISC SET £4
BES 325, STERTY MAROY: ERS JAND 22 DISC SET £3. 1-5DISCS £2
PCS 224 DMOB MUSIC 25 4 DISCS 610DISCS 8175
PGS 255 NEIGHBOURS SL10 SHOW 120 DISCS 50
PCS 226 ROBOCOP SLIDE SHOW 214 DISCS €125
CREDITCARDSTAKEN | 8 220 SRGBN OB VIE AN e
WITH ORDERS OVER PCS 229: GARFIELD SLIDESHOW jisbiscs
PGS 530; SPACE ACE DEMO 810DISCs 228 |
Qb dide e 5 - PCS 237: ViZ CALENDAR 1120 DISCS 200
THIS IS ONLY A SMALL COLLECTION OF OUR VAST RANGE OF PUBLIC DOMAIN SOFTWARE e
IF YOU HAVE ANY PD DISCS THAT WE DO NOT HAVE WE WILL GLADLY SWOP ON A ONE TO ONE BASIS. | FEST OF
WE HAVE DEMOS, UTLITES, BUSINESS, COMMS AND ANIMATION. 610 DISCS 275
IF YOU WANT ANY PD DISC THAT IS NOT ADVERTISED THEN GIVE US A RING ON THE ABOVE NUMBER  71'20 Discs £200
WE ARE SURE WE CAN BE OF SERVICE TO Y 21+ DISCS €175
MODEM USERS!! WE ARE NOW ON LINE! e
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esting reviews and information on al
manner of popular Amiga applica-
tions. As you can tell 'm impressed
and you're sure to be the same.

For further detais on both mags
getin touch with George Thompson
Senvices on 077 082 212 or Fax 077
082212

PD for the

little people
OK, that's enough back slapping, it's
time to mount up and get back to
get back to my moral crusade from
erle in the column. If you've got
kids you'll be well used to the “can |
have a go, please let me try, you said |
could” syndrome. This is a common
complaint that most computerised
parents suffer every time they tum
on the machine.
the toughest parental tyrant

cracks eventually and will hand over
the apple off their eye to the franti-
aally keen kid. If you're a PD parent
1his can be a isky business. Some of
the software available is definitely
not suitable for the smaller kids in
the family.

As a result an alternative collection
s required and that's exactly what
the Chaps at A Bit on The Side have
come up with.

The Junior PD Club
I you're looking for material and you
vt to be sure its clean, The Junior
PD Club could be the answer.

The title may give slightly the
wrong impression about the con-
tents. The material is suitable for kids
but not necessary aimed at them.

The club guarantees the material
to be clean rather than condescend-
ing. A fine example of ths is a cssic
g immortals

To be honest the collection isn't
that original as far as contents are
concemned, with most of the material

being available from almost any-

z

The real advantage comes with
the sure and certain knowledge that
the fruit of your lins isn't going to
be subjected to scrolly demos that
give graphic instructions on where
exactly other coding teams should
put thei atest release.

No bare breasts, no sexy stereo-
types, or at least not that many, and
every new member gets a badge and
a Biro to pose with in the play-
ground. If you're interested you can
contact A Bit on The Side on 0302

Uncle AMOS

An alternative for the PD parent
could be the offerings of the Amos
library. The AMOS library doesn't
claim to be squeaky clean but any-
one who's used any AMOS material
wil be familar with its very smooth
and friendly front end which makes
itdeal for children.

“This particular taent has already
been spotted by most
Amos authors and as a
result there’s a huge
range of materal aimed
specifically at the kids.

The a
small price to be paid
for the smooth and
stylish Amos approach
10 PD and that's ts ten-
dency to only offer one
program on a_disk, so
compared to other com-
pilation disks it can work

I€ bananas cost8p

3 . kK

each, how

\\\36=

Price
Today:ep

out a it expensive. -

Most of the larger librares carry.
an ever growing supply of AMOS.
The very best material tends to be
licenceware available through PCS
International on 0942 521 577 or
alternatively from Amiganuts United
on 0703 785680

Classy compilations
While I'm still holding the shovel |
might as well heap a little more
prase on the already overburdened

o

As wel as the series of mags sup-
plied GTS also sent an excellen col-
lection of compilation packs varying
from utiltie to games.

Besides the qualiy of the compila-
tions perhaps the most pleasing
aspect ofthe packages i the packg-

ing. Most experienced PD fans are
o doubt wondering: "What packag-
ing does he mean - the envelope?”

1know it hard to believe, but this
stuff actually arrives nicely packaged
in a plastic bag with a smart lttle
card which documents the entire
contents of th disks.

My pet hate with PD is the infuri-
ating habit which almost all the
libraries have of supplying their
wares with absolutely no way of
identifying one disk from the next,

Amiga Computing 81



apart of course from loading them

w

To the novice collector this partic
ular inconvenience s hardly oticed
butifyou've got a few hundred disks
all from the same supplier it can be a
nightmare to find exactly what
youre after

1 know what you're thinking: why
don't you scribble on the disk label?
Well, sy, it looks a mess and, sec-
ondly, most labels are already cov-
ered with logos and phone numbers
leaving ite or o room for anything
.

A ice convenient card wouldn't
cost the earth but would save a hell
of a lot of wasted time. This alone
was enough to make GTS an instant
contender for the column.

e packs have more of  theme
rather than just being a collecton of
fike minded matera,

For example the printer workshop
collction doesn't just give the usual
collection of standard printer drivers
but rather offers all manner of really
useful printing related utiites which
combine to provide a solution to
almost any printing predicament

If you've just read this month's cover fea-
ture you might well be strolling through
the PD section for the first time. Usually this
column is chock-a-block with reviews of the

latest releases, but as a result of making PD
our main feature this month's column has
been designed to complement some of the
issues the feature will no doubt raised.

One of these issues is the plight of the

new convert to the ranks of the Public
Domain. If you're a beginner the huge
range of PD to choose from can be almost
off putting.

The first thing to do is contact a likely
looking library and ask for their catalogue.
This usually comes in the form of a disk but
on occasion you might be lucky enough to
get one in book format.

These catalogues are rarely over a pound
atime, and on occasion you even find a few
programs thrown in to wet your appetite
Its always worth searching through a few
catalogues before you buy to avoid the

For Example Y]

A

system? (Online files).

1f so, LETS PARTY coz NEW-WAVE is here.

Blank Discs’
£7.00 for ten
Labelled and
Boxed dis

(no hidden extras)

£1.9

Be

(free catalogue)
1se of the huge response we have slashed the
prices, even Freddy would be proud at £1.99 a disc

almost inevitable duplication of certain ele-
ments of your collection.

If you're particularly keen on a specific
area of the Amiga's talents, Softville PD
Services are one of the best in the business
when it comes to dedicated collections. If
for example you're into graphic applica.
tions they can supply clip art sets with as
many as seven disks in each set all at a very
reasonable price.

there’s a need, Softville usually have a
collection to support it. Their disks aren't
quite as cheap as some of the opposition
but that's the price you pay for dealing with

ros.

All their collections can be found by
strolling through their regularly updated

00k style catalogue. Contact Softville PD
Services on 0705 266509.

Well that's it for another month. Next
month Il be back to the usual rundown of
the best in the business, so watch this
space...

\ 4
A Fantastic P.D. Company with a
FREE Catalogue Disc!!

® Ever wanted a P.D. company to take things seriously?
Like their own fully machine coded catalogue disc with
great music and intro’s included

® Ever wanted a P.D. company with it's own Demo group?
With self releases like the NEW-WAVE mega demo!

®Ever wanted a P.D. company with it’s own Bulletin Board

Blank Discs’
£7.00 for ten
Labelled and
Boxed discs!!

AMIGA

In stock we have thousands of Demo's, Musak Programs, Graphic Slides, Animations, Utilities, Mega
emo’s, Shareware, and coming soon, Licenceware

If you would like to join our demo group, ring o send demo’s of graphics, musak and code

NEW WAVE, PO Box 199, Manchester M1 1JE
Tel: 061 839 5378, Fax: 061 839 5379, BBS: 061 839 5381

Orders outside the UK send for details




VIRUS EREE B

Amlga Public Domain Software
OVER 1400 PD DISKS AVAILABLE
PD SOFTWARE HELPLINE
THOUSANDS OF SATISFIED CUSTOMERS
OVER 100 DISKS ADDED EVERY MONTH
MOST ORDERS SENT WITHIN 24 HOURS e
ALL DISKS DISTRIBUTED VIRUS FREE ONLY £1.00 FOR EACH SUCCESSIVE DISK.
- = SR e i iore
PD STARTER PACK 2. ‘r'{vsﬁTD?WﬁXIEE"‘S 17 poDISKS - 2200

20 PD DISKS = £25.00

On/y £5.00 inc P&P 500! bevos alfor e of Bl & B orrt

VOGUE MUSIC COMP

. OVER 1400 PD DISKS CATALOGUED.

BUY ANY TEN PD
DISKS AT £2.00 EACH
AND PICK ANOTHER

5 FREE!!!

| Official OVER 18 GAMES UTILITIES ]
929, SICK'N'SEXY 843, METAGALACTIC LLAMA'S 659, ESSENTIAL UTILS 1 | EXCLUSIVE WARE
AMOS PD  615. BEDROOM OLYMPIAD 1064, LETTRX GREAT) 1205, MANDLESROT WAKER SSED SYSTEM
Disks 614 SEXVIDEO MASTER OF TOWN _~1208. DATABASE WizARD | CRO!
; 607. BRABUSTERS {554 Wt BEAVER TES 1078, ESSENTIAL UTILS 2 | MEGA FAST SHOOT EM UP
Now Available. | 071, PARTY GAMES 849. THEHOLYGRAIL 1099, PROTRACKER 11 | SILKY SMOOTH SCROLLING
it ~ 776 TWISTEDDREAMS  850. BREAKOUTCONKIT 1200, RSIDEMOMAKER | DIGTIZED SFX 8 SPEECH
672. TRIPLE PORN SHOW 830. QUIZ MASTER 1146. ICON MAGIC A
AMOsS 1045.PORNOMOVIES  670. MONOf 115? C-LIGHT ARMIE
Licenceware. | 1036. HOT GIRLS 595. CAVE RUNNEH 1156, DRIVER GENERATOR EXCLUSIVE TOUS
i 1026. BETTA LATEX 1209 WACKONWONDERLAND {365’ SPECCY EMULATOR | Only £3.99 inc P&P
£3.50 adisk | joz3 Hor GRS 2 852 AGATAONGAMES 1310, vK 2.1 A
1022 TOPLESS LS 531
DEMOS 1008, COMPU 30 PhCHAN
1965, PORKY PIGANIM 1004, EVERY INGHALADY 505, PARADROID 1320, SLABYS MUSIC
1339. COPPER DEMO 2 1080. LIFESABITCH1 MEG \207 FRANTIC FREDDY 1317, "
1318. SYS VIOLATION 1084. SEXY SLIDE 505. DRP o usiccoup Do the Bart man
1307. MAJOR DELIGHT  1086. GREEN DILDO DEMO 255. FLASCHBIER 1303. IMAGINATIO! A3 DISK VERSION OF
1306, EVOLUTION 76 1170. SEXY SLIDES 2 856. XENON 3 ETC 1322 FLASHING BYTES THE No.1 HIT SINGLE
1305, PHENOMINA 135, BEAUTIES 1 117. MORIARPG 1319, ORIGINAL RIPS 3
1900, FART&BELCH 1205, HORKY DOG ANIMS 154, TAACKRECORD 1 MEG 1323 MATAIX MUSIC3 ONLY £3.00 inc P&P
1297. CLOTHS PEG 1200. GIRLS GIALS GIRLS 1324. BLOOD SUCKERS
1173, PANIC 1196. DIRTY PICS 3 T, CHESS ETe. 1327, TRIUMPH MUSIC 11
1180. DISASTER 1367. THE PORN KING 1184. MASTERMIND ETC  1339" AMIGADEUS MASTER VIRUS
1167. MOVIE DEMO 1386, PERVERTS DELIGHT 1334 THE BEATLES HITS
1172, ENFORCEMENTS 1356 STAG PORNOANIMS | B ANK DISK KILLER 2.1
1185, THUNDER CHILD 1354, BLONDE BEAUTIES LA ISKS | 1338. TURN UP THE BASS
Lo Branded 3.5" Disks | 1347. CLASSIX 2 Can now detect 124
1350 GON GON GIRLS randed 3.5° Disks | 1507 TSI OF RE | oo
AMAZING | 13¢5 PoRNO MOVEES s Only 35p each. | 134 HOT WiRED e ook
S 2 With any other purchase | 1217. EQUANANIA2
1005 MORE AVAILABLE 1181, TRUE ENERGY
20 FANTASTIC — | RED SECTOR
FOR JUST £1.00 YOU CAN RECEIVE OUR HIGHLY PRAISED CATALOGUE DISK DEMO MAKER
i ¢ GIVING DETAILS OF OVER 1000 PUBLIC DOMAIN DISKS. OR ORDER 3 OR ;
3 Disks, 1 Meg. || MORE OF THE ABOVE AND RECEIVE IT FREE OF CHARGE Available Now
EY  NOW AVAILABLE CLIP-ART VOLUME 2. 3 DISKS, ONLY £3.00inc ==
Catalogue Disk Available at £1.00 sent FREE with all orders

Send Cheque or Postal Order to:
VIRUS FREE PD (Dept AMC) 23 Elborough Rd, Moredon, Swindon, Wilts, SN2 2LS, England.

| Tel 0793 512321 Fax 0793 512075
Al Prices include P8P in UK. d L
l Bankers ﬂvah with order. mazss add 25,00 towarts Postage and Packmg



WIN!  WIN! WIN! WIN! WIN!
OVER £1000 WORTH OF PRIZES!!!

COMMODORE CDTV SOFTWARE SCOOP
0839-121236 0839-121221

Basically an Amiga with a Megadrive, Master, Nes, Lynx,
CD/Rom. Worth £600!!!! Famicom etc. £200 to spend.

SEGA MEGADRIVE WHAT-U-WANT

0839-121222

0839-121223

The awesome 16 Bit console
_and you can choose a game.

PLUS

LUS PLUS PL
0839-121224

could win you a

Whatever your heart desires
up to £150. Absolutely anything!

The more entries you make, the better your chances

PLUS PLUS
SEGA GAMEGEAR

PLUS

All calls last approx. 4 mins. One prize per competition.
Calls are charged at 33p per min. cheap rate and 44p per min. all other times.
If you are under 18, please get permission to use the telephone.
PLAY TO WIN, 159 STRATHMORE AVENUE, LUTON, LU1 3QR
TEL: 0582 413943
WE BUY/SELL/EXCHANGE ALL USED HARD/SOFTWARE

WIN! WIN!

WIN!

WIN!

WIN!

WIN!

CENTRAL SCOTLAND'S PREMIER PD. LIBRARY

GAMES

G048 Intact

G046 Entropy

G4 Dragons Cave

Goté Salep

G043 Ston g

G040 Sar Tk Next Gen T (2
G041 Cluedo Compilation

G035 0,62, Compiaton

G035 Mayhem

G049 Mechtorce 3.71

G002 Treasure Trap

Guas rpety MarketGans
G009 Te

G001 Lean and lay (2

1k

U030 MED. 3

U091 Workbench 2 Look a Like
U082 Game Trainers Disk
U101 Spectrum Emulator
U088 Picture Format Converor
U050 Red Sector Demo Maker"
U039 Catalogue Workshop
U074 Business Utilities

ore Edcaton Pack )
U076 Grafs

095306 P8, Compaion
U031 Direct Action Animator
U042 Mightiers Utites 1
U044 Mac Cip Art

U020 Jazzbench

U019 Amibase

U017 Razor Tookt

U051 Video Graphics (4)
U101ST.58

U1025.T.60
U061 Genealogy*

DEMOS AND MUSIC
S011 Aliens Siideshow (2)
5013 Images from Aquarius
014 Phofomontage 1
015 Photomontage 2
5016 Photomontage 3
Mo31 Chaos and Megadeath
M030 Folow the Sign
Mo29 fron Maiden (2)

819"

M024 Crusaders Does Genesis

Doro Frarkinthefly
D071 Tron Animation (
DO74 Evi Dead Sght and s
D076 Wild Copper Dem

DO Share ang Engy Fveesme
D088 Elvira Activity Disk’
M015 Blues Brothers (3)*
M016 Aliens Sounds (2)
M014 Bagpipe Music
018 Gorezone Sideshow
5019 Madonna Sideshow (2)
5020 Hendrix Sideshow
§021 Fraxion Divine Visions (2)

LICEN
1001 Space Biob
1002 My Dig

1003 Q-Boid

L004 Computer Confict

L005 Subculure

We also stock other Fletcher Fonts

AMOS PD
'A01 Microman Music Demo
A020 Arc Angel Demo 1

A021 Word Square Solver and Games
A031 Screen Designer

'A033 Pink Goes Ape
'A034 Luke Millers Music

A051 Weird Science Demo

A052 Forms Unlimited

ABO0 Huckey Pista Demo

A062 Arca

1063 Has Magic Demo Greator
'A083 Amos Pairt

A099 Benson Dema 1

A103 Pick A Puzzle*

'A104 Pick A Puzzle Data Disk

A135 Siman Says Space Naths

A136 Tile Trial*

Af2 Pan(hnms Mega Demo (2)

A096 P:

AGE3 buros and Savos Demo2

A110 Cross Fire

A109 Weird Science 2

A130 Wooden Ball*

Al
Cumana Exeral Dves
2 Meg Upgrade with Clock B

This is only a small selection of the hundreds of titles available from our

constantly expanding library. Free disk catalogue sent with all orders. You can
also call into our showroom and pick-up your software. Payment by Access/Visa

N

make your cheques or
Office Choice:-
Suite 14, Avon House, Town Centre, Cumbernauld G67 1EJ

=
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Stevie Kennedy finds out CLI can

be environment-friendly

s last month’s focus on
script files demonstrated,
AmigaDOS s a surprising-

Iy flexible tool when used as a crude
programming language. The Auto-
Script file on May's coverdisk was an
attempt to show users a fttle of the
system’s potential to cut out a ot of
routine drudgery, but it was left
intentionally deficient in its use of
variabls.

This month's column should give
users a basic appreciation of how to
use variables i their own AmigaDOS
scripts, and will show how even a
simple application such as Auto-
Script can in this way be given a new
lease of lfe.

With AmigaDOS, we can separate

ECHD "' going to be really boring

ey vart
1F car> &
ECKO Mo drive specified”
SKIP nd

st o grows o
Vers 04 enviconment vaiables &
parameter is a value which is passed Example 2
0. srp e by the e when heor
she EXECUTEs it, and is nowhere
nearas bl as e varale. i cl o which s the asfor the  hange iy and ey to accept
Environment variabis, on the  vast malority of ASO/and 1500, parameter. T un Examelel you
other hand, area bt more comples, users. Thre are many A2000 oW wold type
muchmore!fexblegiand will e | s Howerer Wi stumal sive
introduced in the second half of this  are labelled df2: because on these (ECUTE EXARPLEY <RETURN>
tutorial. machines only internally mounted
Lo ok agan at AutoSerpt. s exr dives ca be called i, Such
 scrpt fle which formats 2 ik n _ uses would have found Auto Srpt
your et e cretes the esential  uselessin s orglfomn i et
directois, hen copies the reeant
system files across to make a system 2 where <drive> is the parameter
sk which wil autoboot. Parameter Paradise  igoced for by the srpt. The scrpt
or the sake of simplciy, the. Wi the s ofa stupl parameta, Jrons & shaukd et to be pased
script assumes that the second drive  this sort of problem could be avoid- a parameter because the first line
o vt asse ST kaallook WO i
Example, a et which caries out The ey sould alwaysbe the st
a directory listing of df1:. As it line in a script and should always

but to run Example2, this would
become

ECko "and just do 4 directory Listing’ stands,itis a pointless sript because  start with a period (or dot) and the

£0H0 “Try to contain you excitenent” it does nothing you couldn’t do word ‘key followed by the parame-

L et quicker and easier from CLI. Now  ters. If there is more than one param-

11 31 take a look at Example2. eter, a comma is used to separate
A Although tis s stl less than use-

them.
ful, it shows how a script can be  Example2 knows, threfore, that it

(oM
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S s conpmannis
will attempt to carry out a directory
listing in accordance vih e string
it receives, If you type EXECUTE
EXAMPLE2 DFO: the script will accept
the string ‘df0: as ts parameter and
act accordingly.

u don't pass a parameter, the
IF test will detect that var1 is the
empty string “* and print ‘No drive
specified, then SKIP to the end.

You will have noticed that

AmigaDOS places variables in angled
brackets when they are being oper-
ated upon.
This is necessary simply to distin-
quish them as variables and has no
other technical significance. Try not
to confuse them with the angled
brackets we put around the word
RETURN and others in examples of
CU commands.

Value of variables
If we turn our attention back to
Auto-Script, it should be easy to see
where improvements can be made.
Instead of all those lines which
refer spenmany to df1:, such as

"OPY #2 to DF1:c, we ought to have
lines whlch refer to the parameter
<arl>,

‘These lines would look something
like COPY #7 to <var>c. When
A2000 users with external second
drives want to use the script, they
would then type

EIECUTE AUTO-SCRIPT 072:
and Auto-Script would know which

drive was to be used as the target
diive.

As long as you are using
Workbench 1.3 or higher (and if you
aren't I'd advise you to upgrade
immediatel) you can also test vari-
ables and parameters using the VAL
condition to the IF test. In Example2,

86 Amiga Computing

key vart

1L <vart> 60
8 070:

SKIP end

exlr

AL

SKIP nd
o

1F WAL > 2
IR
Echo o 5

the IF tests <varl> to see if itis a
blank string, but it would be just as
easy to test its numerical value.

Let's say we wanted to be lazy
when running the script, and instead
of typing df1: we wanted to type just
the number 1. The result would be
something like Example3, and you
would type

ELECUTE AUTO-SCRIPT 2

o carry out a DIR of df2:

Defaults
Although, as we have seen, the
default value of a parameter is an
empty string if nothing i passed to t
by the EXECUTE command, it is also
possible to set a default value from
within a script. This s achieved by a
line of the syntax

EF cuarisble> “default string"

and sets the default for that variable
or parameter for all succeeding oper-
ations. In Example2, for instance, we
could define the default for var1 as
“No drive specifed” and fix things so
that ths s printed when no parame-
tersare specfied.

Alternatively, you can use a dollar
sign (5) each time you use a variable

Example 3

in order to specify the default value it
should take at different points in a
scrpt. The line

ECH0 <t § 1 Like variables>”

tells AmigaDOS that you would like
the string * ke variabls” printed if
the script has not been passed a
value for varl. All text inside the
angle brackets to the right of the
dolar sign i treated as the default.

Options

As a final note on parameters, you
should be aware that they can be
cither optional or compulsory
depending on your needs. To make a
parameter essential, you must add
"/’ to it in the key line at the begin-
ning of the script, so it would read
key varl/a.

f a value s not passed to a com-
pulsory parameter, the script will
grind to a halt with an error message.
‘This feature would be of most use if,
for example, it would cause a prob-
lem when the parameter was given a
nill value. FORMAT DRIVE DF<varl>:
would cause  bit of concern o most
people i it took a default value of
zero and formatted their system disk!

Optional parameters, to which
AmigaDOS defaults, are defined by
the adition of ‘/k’ on the key line, and
can be passed values in the normal

SETENV and GETENV

Environment variables are the true
AmigaDOS system variables, and
since the release of Workbench 1.3,
Amiga users have had an increasing
amount of contrl over them

The two commands I'm going to
ook at in this brief overview of envi-
ronment variables are SETENV and
GETENY.

SETENV is used to create a vari-

able and/or alter its definition. It
takes the syntax

SETEN <

ible> atring

where the string defines the variabe

GETENV i used to retrieve the
variabl's value or string and uses the
syntax

GETEN cuariable>

T willprint the variable’s contents to
whichever device the user specifes
with a redirection (>) character,
although it defaults to the current
CU window. I, therefore, you want.
ed to keep a running tally of an
important variable in a program, you
could quite easily use the ine

GETENE ST <uariabler

at various pointsin the liting to red-
ect output 1o the printer.

When you define an environment
variable, AmigaDOS looks for a logi-
cal device called ENV: which is usual-
ly set up in your Workbench's
startup-sequence using the ASSIGN
statement

ASSIGN EN: BAn:

o store all information concerning
the variable i the RAM disk. Always
either make sure you have this line i
your startup o type it in before
messing about with variables

Environment variables are the big
brothers of the ASSIGN statements
and bring a new flexibility to
AmigaDOs.

1t all very well being able to
ASSIGN logical device names as long
and complex pathnames, but when
you can use environment variables
for absolutely any string of text, your
scipt files are in danger of becoming
true programs,

We don't have enough space to
go further into environment variables
in this column, but ifthere's enough
interest in the subject, we'll cover
them in more depth at a later date.
For the moment, we've received
many more ltters requesting infor-
‘mation on more down to earth areas
of AmigaDOS, 50 we'll be looking at
them first

Next Month
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DEVELOPME

Upgrade your Amiga 500

512K extension with clock

¢ Auto-recharging battery-backed real-time clock
* Memory enable/disable

* Compact design

# Easily fitted in seconds. No risk to your warranty

+ Top-quality PCB and connector for total reliability DU I
* Latest 1 meg D RAM:s for low power consumption IR

No frills or gimmicks. Just a quality
product at the best price you’ll find.

Also available:

£29.95

inc VAT P&P

EN

Wokingham, Berkshire, RG11 2QJ. I

* 512K extension without clock £25.99 % RAM chips per /> meg set £16.65
* Half meg card with clock (o RAMs) ~ £15.50  1/> meg extension with clock £79.95
* Half meg card (no RAMs or clock) £11.50  * 11 meg card with clock (no RAMs) £30.00
~ Credit card hotline 0734 890588 Same day dispatch
24 - hour service 12 - month guarantee
Virgo Developments Ltd, Sapphire House, Fishponds Road, %

| JUST AMIGA MONTHLY|

75 Greatﬂelds Drive, Uxbridge, UB8 3QN
Tel: 0895 74449

Yes! Rush me... NVE
ADDRESS.
SUBSCRIPTION TO JAM | /'
UK | £19.95 NIThw e Lot
Europe | £29.95 POSTCOBE
Overseas | £49.95 PONE ...
SINGLE ISSUE OF JAM | /' | Please post this order form (or a copy of it)
Gl D oAb s T i oy A
Europe | £2.25 75 Greatfields Drive, Uxbridge, UBS 30N

Whether you've justbought your Amigs or

whether you're already in for Guru
status, we're sure you'll 'magazine an

And it’s also a forum where you can have your
own say —a pjxee to get it off your chest, pass on
something you've learned, find out what other
users think of your ideas.

JAM is typeset, laid-out md pvoduced

Amiga 500 and an lxvingpmf
that the Amiga is ideally s\uted 10 serious pmsmm
other than playing games. JAM concentrates

the applications and programming side e
‘machine, never afraid to go in-depth when the
occasion calls for it.

1t’s a magazine written by Amiga users, for
Amiga users.

bscription rate for Just Amiga Monthly
is only £]995(Eumpeﬂ99§)fuaymwpply
~ tha's less than 40 pence per week.

But don't take our word for how good it is, drop
us an order form plus a order for
£1.50 (Europe £2.25) and we'll send you an
introductory issue to check out. Naturally, there’s
no obligation to subscribe, but Wnlmaw you'll be
back for more!




Peniapoct Kevin Dumne
New look: Kevin Dunne

allery confinues fo aftract fhe best

examples of all the afore

mentioned abitfies. Keep them coming in!

‘Clownz: Rod Summers

Globe: Rod Summers

88 Amiga Computing
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Take a look!

HOME COMPUTERS

AMIGA AS00 MICROSNIPS PACK

(bought separately £489) £359.00
SPECTRUM PLUS 2 ‘JAMES BOND PACK
{usually £159) £14300

SPECTRUM PLUS 3 ACTION PACK

{usually £199.95). £12900
ATARI520 STFM DISCOVERY PACK nc 10 disks £299.95
ATARI 520 STE TURBO PACK inc
20 disks £39995
CBM 64 PACK (usually £179.95). £143.00
SAM COUPE (was £243) £199.95

BUSINESS COMPUTERS

AMSTRAD PC1512 plus Software Pack, 0D, Mono
(was £499) £399.00
AMSTRAD PC1512 plus Software Pack. DD, Colour
69.00

(was £599)
COMMODORE PC10 STARTER PACK
(usually £499) £399.00

M 0 I''T 0 RS

COMMODORE 1084 Stereo Med R Colour

(was £299)

PHILIPS 8833 MKil Med Res.Colour

(was £2 £24.00
ATARI SM124 Hi Res.Mono (was £143) £118.00

P KT N T E-RES
STAR LC-10 Mono (was £139). £179.00
PANASONIC KXP 1081 (MRP £19)...... £178.00
STAR LC-24/200 (MRP £349) £298.00
PANASONIC KXP 1124 (MRP £399)...... £269.00

)
STAR LC200 Colour Printer (MRP £299) £248.00
CITZEN 1200-+ (AP £169) £143.00

L A P R

'B0X 2000 SHTS 60gsm PAPER (wood-free) £15.95
BOX 2000 SHTS 70gsm PAPER £1795
BROTHER HRS THERMAL PAPER. £795
TIMEX/ALPHACOM THERMAL ROLLS 5 for £11.95
ZXSIVER ROLLS 5 for £14.95

MODEM SOUND
A D M I D&

PRISM VTX5000 MODEM (SPEC 48/+1....£39.95
COMMODORE 64 MODEM. £3995

INTERFACES & ACCESSORIES

MULTIPRINT for SPEC 48k, 48K+

£3995
CBM 64 CENTRONICS INTERFACE 3989 £29.95
AMIGA/ST/PC/CENTRONICS LEAD L1085 £8.95
AMSTRAD, +2a/+3 CENTRONICS

AD £695
SPECTRUM COLOUR PRINTER DRIVER .. £24.95
1000 1 ACROSS LABELS. £395 £6.35

DUSTCOVERS & SPARES

AMIGA DUSTCOVER £855 £4.85
ATARI ST VER 1895 £4.95
SPEC +2/-+3 DUSTCOVER 1885 £4.95
64 DUSTCOVER (B85 £4.95
X MEMBRANE £1195 £185
SPEC-+ MEMBRAN 1185

3 £995
wxx ALL COVERS STOCKED (CALL US) ***

MONITOR ACCESSORIES

AMIGA-SCART LEAD.

AMIGA-PHILIPS 8833 M2 LEAD.

ATARI ST-SCART LEAD 1095

ATARI ST-2 PHOND (Composite Video) ... £10.95

SPEC+2a/-+3-SCART LEAD £8.3:
SC

£1095
£1095

LEAD. £1095
14" ANTI GLARE SCREEN FILTER . £16:95 £17.85
THINGI COPYHOLDER, _£589 £299
ATARI ST-MULTISYNC MONITOR CABLE .. £24.95
ATARI ST-COL -+ MOND MONITOR CABLE £28.95

TV/COMPUTER SWITCHING UNIT £499
MAGNETIC MEDIA
34" DSDD BULK DISKS 20 for £15.00
51" DSDD BULK DISKS 50 in

ockable box

TOK 314" DSOD DISKS 10 for £11.95
TOK 54" DSDD DISKS. 10 for £7.50
3°/34" state which) DRIVE HEAD

CLEANER. 9
AMSOFT 3 CF2 DISKS. 10 for £19.95
RE C RDERS
AND ACCESSORIES
DATACORDER inc +3 or 48K LEAD £2695
CBM LOAD 1T DATACORDER £44.95
CBM 1530 DATACORDER, £3995
CBM/SPEC/AMS HEAD ALIGNMENT

(state which) 895
+3 CASSETTE LEAD £399

DISK DRIVES & RIBBONS

AMIGA 0-TEC 34" EXTERNAL DRIVE
(was £89.95) 71500
ATARI Q-TEC 35" EXTERNAL DRIVE

(was £89.95)

CBM 1541 MKIl DRIVE inc 8 GAMES (worth
£20

AMS DDI-1 3" DRIVE and INTERFACE

was £159)

AMS FDI 3" SECOND DRIVE (CPCB128 and +3)
(was £99.95) £1995
£1995
STAR LC10 MONO RIBBON 2 for £7.9
STAR LC10 COLOUR RIBBON _Original | for £8.95
PANASONIC KXP 1081 RIBBON........ 2 for £7.80
CTIZEN 1200 RIBBON. 2 for £7.90
“»++ ALL RIBBONS STOCKED - CALL US ***
GRAPHIC DEVICES
AND ACCESSORIES
AMIGA, ST, AMS PC1512 Q-TEC MOUSE

(was £29.95) £2195
DATEL 48k/-+23 GENIUS MOUSE inc

ART STUDIO 995
DATEL -+ GENIUS MOUSE inc ARTIST Il £49.95

DATEL 128k/+2 GENIUS MOUSE
'ADVANCED ART STUDIO. £4995

QoY ST T CK 'S

ALL TOP MAKES STOCKED

ALL CURRENT AND MANY OLD FAVOURITES
STOCKED AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

FREE PRICE UST SEND A4 STAMPED SAE 27p.
[6) RG‘E S
25-29 GVNAIIGE RD, WEST. nSI-G.I‘I 3N
R WEST KIRBY 4}
2 AI:.ACIA GROVE. 051-625 9198
WALLASEY A
MAIL ORDER and PERSONAL CALLERS

051-630 3013 / 051-691 2008
FAX: 051-639 2714

BNE

am

o oo oW ySTANT CREDIT OVERSESUSTOMERS WELEOME

% 0w cos s o ASK FOR DETAILS

EUROPE. PRICES A
OTHER COUNTRIES: ADD 5%
HEAVY ITEMS CARRIAGE EXTRA!

WALASE OWLY
1

| 596 G O 8 o ¢
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A== Jmm




friendliestlooking utiity on the  then adiust the volume control on
market. However, it’s nowhere  the amp until the signal s just below
near as complex as it first looks, and  the distortion or clipping point. With
in fact it's more of a musical dream  MED you can monitor the input sig-
than a technological ightmare. nal and adjust it until the waveform

The massive range of abiltes have  fits perfectly before you sample the
always put it on a par with anything
in the commercial sector but the lat-  All Amiga samplers are 8 bit units,
est additions to its repotoire make  and as a result even the best are far
MED by far the best all round music  from perfect, so don't worry about
utlity in the business, regardiess of Hi-i quality but rather oiginalty.
price. Most samples tend to be ripped

99.99999 per cent of you already  offfrom CDs, tapes and so on.

e a copy of MED Il thanks to its  Again this isn't the most original
inclusion on the Amiga Computing method but its a lot better than
May coverdisk. If you were abducted  using sounds which have been kick-
by aliens or were hiking in the ing around the Amiga scene for

Paul Austin takes a closer look
) at the latest addition to
Teijo Kinnunen's

incredible music

1 g g utility MED!
Sai s @f-s m p I e ty
you  might A

l Us fair to say MED isn't the ~put from a headphone socket and

have missed it. If

indeed you did, you ™
could always order a

opy of the December s

of Amiga Computing, when it B i ]

featured on our cover disk. (See

rderform o age 124),

This was follwed in our January
and February issues with a series - months. A useful asst of the MED  probably bettr than the orginal but edly click on CHANGE VOL the dif-
decrbing how o get the best from it is it ailty to add and deete  the hiss has now been replaced by ferance. betwean she two. will
MED. So check your back isues for  space within a sample. annoying clicks when each new sec-  become increasingly suble.

bints and tips for the soundiracker ~ High levels of hiss between  tion of the sampl plays. The next Repeat. this process at the begin-
{octon of th program which i st sounds often i an otherwise excel-  job is to smooth the transition ring of each sound 1 the sample.

e Jntsample. Minimisig this is s betwen e ol snce o h o When youve some Ul

This month Il be concentrating  what makes samplers like the Audio sections and the sounds themselves. reverse the numbers in the CHANGE

o how 0 gt th bst fom the ot Engiee 4 s, ot o B VOL wiviows s olow aacty e

B e same procedure st the en f sen
i ven s0 with it paence s W, VOlume change e

possible to make even the cheapeity, To'o this we'l use a gradual volume  Now compare the original and

Exci ing sampler sound a good deal mofeSighange to fade the background  the processed version and the resits

The ditor is by fa the most excting _ expensive. Firt copy your sample ta), e Up and down before and after _ should speak for themselves

addition and it not only gives you  the copybufer o preferably a floppy Weach Sound. Cickinthe frt window Teijo Kinnunen, the author of
the abiiy to manipulate samples - This is aiways a good idea ifyou'e | afteRie VOL CHANGE gadget and  MED, obviously took a long hard
you already have but you can also about to do any form o editng, type 1,ipress retum and type 99. ook at Audio Master when designing
ample your own sounds. Using frst  Next, mark out a range between | Now click on the ZOOM IN gadget _the sample editor, As a result it very
ey sampls i by far the best . two sounds within the sample, but - land scrollup to the beginning ofthe  simiar in many respects, boasting

approach. Avoiding repetiion n the - make sure you leve some space__first sound using the cursor keys. most of it features for a fraction of

uscand the sounds s the key to 2 between th range and the soundSI, This is where the noise lf a the e price.

dassc on either side of it. This spacglWilbeginning and end of the separate  To be fair the samples produced
1t not essential that you go mad  become important late. - sounds come in useful. Fist mark a  with MED aren't as good as Audio

nd spend a fortune on  sampler, Now click on the CLR gadgeb R range thatinluesthissection, with _ Master and 1 s (e to use, but

st go for something cheap and - blank space should appear to replace  at east the same amount prior o it considering the editor is only part of

cheeful. The key to using cheaper  the hissing silence of the original.  Now click on the CHANGE VOL - the MED package its quite simply

samplers is to really apply some  Repeat this process ight through the gadget. You should see the differ- amazing. If you do become addicted

power to the input sgnal, ample. ence between the original and the please send some cash to Teio - he
The best way i to take your out-  OK, now play the sample. Is ~ blank insert decrease, I you repeat.  Heserve
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PRICES INCLUDE DELIVERY
AND VAT @ 17.5%

Express Courier Delivery £5.00 Extra

BUY WTH CONFIDENCE rom ono fthe fongst

@ CII us now on
@ 0386 765500

Unes open Mondey. Scidar,
am - 5.3
Cheque. Postal Orcr-v or
ACCESSRA condl Htats 16

Evesham Micros Ltd
Unit 9, St Richards Rd.
Evesham, Worcs
WRI11 6XJ
9 ACCESS / VISA @
Cards Welcome

Government, Education & PLC orders welcome
‘Same day despatch whenever passible

3'/," EXTERNAL FLOPPY DRIVES

AMAZING LOW PRICE

£54.95

including VAT & deliver)

@ Simline design
® Suits any Amiga

® Cooling Vent
® Sleek, high qmmy metal casing
® Quality Citizen Drive Mechanism -

®0n/Off on rear of drive
® Full 880K Formatted Capacity /80 Track Switcha: T3
® Long reach connection cable Only £99.00 inc. V

= Your A

Erquv

AMIGA A500 SOLDERLESS RAM UPGRADES 2%
= e
RAM/CLOCK
UPGRADE

512K RAM Expansion
also available withou!
clock for only.

£27.95

mory Switch

> Only 4 low power consumpt

n FASTRAMS

Express Courler
Pleasenotetht  working days must b allowed
or personal cheque

1.5MB RAM BOARD

mi Order Fax: 031
FTIXXTTNTY 3 Fully populated bosrd increases total RAM in ASO00 to ZMB |
X Plugs into the rapdoor expansion, and connects to GARY chip

SETAIL SHOWHOONS et At fochrging corybeckod e T Cock
S Vo it et g A o o x ICs up to 1.5M8 RAM

""Ll,"‘”l“,“?! i e ot o o P TS Unpopulaied RAW board wi clock £3995

oard as above, with 512K FASTRAM installed ..- € 59.95 ;
Unit 3 S1 Richards Road: Evesham AN Board a5 above,with TMB FASTRAM sl - £ 7495 o s

Worcestershire WR11 6XJ
T 0386 765180

.£89.95

RAM Board as above, with 1.5Mb FASTRAM installed cml

B T e o s 10

1762 perinore Road, Cottridge
Birminghom 83

501900530

T 0386-40303

Monday to Frday, 9.30 5,30

12 MONTHS WARRANTY
ON ALL PRODUCTS
A1 gooss suvers s evalapiity &4 O

AMIGA 1500/2000 E
. UPGRADES

HARD DRIVE / RAM

COMMODORE A590 HARD DISK
Good culty Commodors ars D uni,incuin 5 own PSU and il conie fan
oo y FASTAAM (s b

Commodore AS90 Hard Drive ( 20Mb Hard Disk ) £279.00

asoo ran R n’;&lnu oo
urcraDEs [ERN n 4550 4

Please note: Prices thal

(On-Site Warranty) e UK Mainiand Only. :

We currantly support specially Upgraded versions o the A590
incorporating NEC high capacty. flly autoparking SCS! drives
s access tme). SCS! interfaced hard drives offer o
substantial performance Increase over conventional units.
| We aro aso offering the NEC mechanisms ssparataly. sitner casa for
o i o o ol hrd i o e 690 orn || e ot s il
ihair own for inornally replacing helr axisting AS90 20Mb mechanisim £ 1130 o ot A e
A590 upgraded wi fast 40Mb NEG SCSI Disk 247900
A590 uparaded win fast 100Mb NEG SCS1 Disk 2ot |4 R e
A590 with 40Mb NEC SCS1 Disk H 2
PLUS 2MB RAM FASTRAM fitad £559.00 e i
NEG 40Mb SCS! Drive casod wih PSU uoplod wih 24
rocty ac-on 0 tho Commadora AS90 £349.00 o, uparacaatia n sept 1
e SU 5 above, 100 version £549.00 R0 M A iy anl
s onit £249.00 ing 1M D-RAM C o
NEC 100Mb SCS Driva machanysm on s own £ 449.00 ONLY £149.95




avalable:
mal Drive
witchable
Tidelivery

S| ——

) S

REALISE THE
TRUE SOUND
POTENTIAL OF
YOUR AMIGA
WITH THIS PAIR
OF FULL RANGE
SPEAKERS !

Jour Amiga produces fine quality hi-f ster
oy quali

) or

NEW! ZY-FI
amplified stereo speakers

00 sound.
iy stereo sound reproduction (o the full

btn ampifier with adjustable volume conirol. Runs
from batteries (ot included),

ONLY £39.95 N
VIDI-AMIGA

includes 1Mb RAM, plus 1Mb Drive and TV

A500 Screen Gems Packa

AMIGA 500 CLASS OF THE 90'S PACK

AMIGA 500 SCREEN GEMS PACK

Top-selling package includes Amiga 500 now.

PLUS Evesham Micros 3'4" External Drive .. £ 419.99

[CLASS OF THE 80's Package
Class of the 80's Pack plus 3

" Drive . £ 600.00)

AMIGA 500 [P,
computer e
BASE PACK -

NEW! VIRUS PROTECTOR

BANISH VIRUS PROBLEMS!

Our compect Virus Protector fts

REPLACEMENT A500 PSU
‘Genuine Commodore Amiga AS0D
1pe replacement Power Supply
Unit. Good quaity ‘switch mode’
type. Super low price!

PROFESSIONAL QUALITY
24-PIN COLOUR
PRINTING NOW
AVAILABLE - AT AN
AFFORDABLE PRICE !

ONLY £39.95
MIDI INTERFACE
3 GE

S o ONLY £19.95

Ollvoni DM124C Normal AR £ 389,55 e AT
Evesham Micros  ONLY £269.00
Special Offer Price "inc.var, boiwery  cable

for only £79.95

accuratsropiscemor
can buyfor the Ami

smooihest, most responive anc

it mouse you
Vs, Excallent

4 ‘pertormance, amazing low price !
a £17.95 Wi

[EOLOEN MAGE OPTICAL MOUSE Amiga/5T compative
st e £

GOLDEN IMAGE HANDY
SCANNER & TOUCH-UP

STEREO SOUND SAMPLER
-S-

oo ONLY £29.95
NEW! TRACKBALL

Ecaten rmarc

Automatic

PRINTERS Ziseiincuce

EVESHAM MICROS SPECIAL OFFER !
Al TAR Printers include 12 months On-Sile Mainlenance|
[Star LC 10 Best-seling 5-pin printer, 144/36cps.£ 159.00]
Star LC 200 5-Pin Colour, 4 fonis, 180/45cps.. € 209,00

£399.00]

£590.00]

INCLUDIN

'£179.0

AND DELIVERY

G VAT

ONLY £29.95

PHILIPS 15" TV/MONITOR

model combines e edvantage o a high

[FRilips CMB833 Wi inciuaing cable

2a00)

5% cil LED ispln
P ich accurately shows the
curtent track being accessed

; durng any disk dnve actwiy.

ONLY £74.95




DELIVERY
SERVICE

...and the keenest prices

DISK PRICES AU. UTILITIES sND SOUNDTRACKEH ETC _AD. DEMOS

Al disks guaranteed vius free!
ik £1.90
10 disks ¥ s b fize
20 disks + fie bor
ous e i iy s

AGO! Star Trek; supe gam based o
serios Foaluing superd diiised

Graphcs rd sound, (D3 o
fackiand

varsion o the
classic property trading gam
2G5 Pacman &7, \um version of
ihis addicve arcacs
'AG.06 Various; Cosmoroids
Grazy Eighi, Blackjack Backgammon
Daleks, Yantzee. Sione Age, Raimaze.
Kionike, Keno
AG07 Board and Card games: Cluedo,
tnello, Kiondiks and Crbbage
RG0S Puzsie Mak g puzzos fom
fls_ Plus puzzlo o
G.10 space Invadevs Arcado classic

2 Return to Earth Elte stle space
fraifg game wi excelent grapice and

aifc Conirol Sim.. Mutant
&8 Zurg: Utima styo rolo pay. Pus:
Wiorld: Infocom type adventure. Daieks.
Caliso, Puzz, Ponioon:

627 Star ok (U3A); Space statea)
game. Captain the USS Enter

Fopel Kiingon atlacks (20.MB-2 deks)
G20 Guatiro: Teiris style.  China
Ghallonge: Mah Jong based pzze gamo
Gashrer P Aliomics Jomon

'G.25 Chess; Superb mul featured vorsion
win variaic ol of play. Tis: sl
Shangn: N Ba s: groat
implomontatio of the r\><~r encl and
baper game. Teirs Two; 2 piayer puszie

AH. HELP!
AH.01 Adventure Game Solutio

Rainbird - Every adventure players
dream! (2 isks)

AU.01 Jazzbench; Workbench upgrade
with many_indispensable_features!
It Show n s Sow 25 o
AU.02 UEdit: F\(rﬁ\wv e editor, a vast
inprovementon
AU.03 L r: plus 2 data disks
gacked S los Superty {5 o)

.04 Amiga Spell; Spoliing checker

Sliernative
Version + insiumens sk, (2 ieks)
SND.03 Sound Monitor; 20 domo scores +
srclons n his superb sound package!
Exra RAM ang dive “userul Flde
Sou file' canveria
Insinuments sk (2 disks)

SND.04 MED Music Editor; Soun

AU08 Various: Surchar 500 =
D

progehanged;
Auio szpm: “Cilitlos: Fonter, 1FF
Gonvertor, paleta convertor... bool Ulities:
Boota Sootup. Fiue:” Memohock
Dueah drageack

AUT1 Starchart; Astronomy progra

Giving posiions and movements of il
major co m» fatons!

AU13 Visicalc; Suparb full featured
Spreadshost wih antal on dik

AUTa Various: Amcat, cataloguing
sysiem, Icontype; change icon type.

rcovriie Atk .mmmu Jeo
ook pad. DX synih voice

of sat s
hrough CLI
Pk, GurkCon. PopDr, Dk

AC. CLIP ART
9

AC.01 Deluxe Paint
Gires i fow: meduin & g
A0 Pagctclmr ‘Art; Animas, food,
computors, fantasy, holidays. music
Deople pattems. 100 of pictures
AC'04 TFF Alphabets: 501 screens of
slonal cualty character sts plus
bl and wood suriaces. 1eal Tor
o, Wi,
Ammals, Anatomy, Buildings
Ghrisimas, Consiruct
AC.06 Cartoons: Camic pictures of
pecple, animals,funny objcts
(C107 Holldays, home. ilags, lowers,
et
AC08 Hus

ots of quallty
o e

. places, school,

e0p
isigon, Symbgis woding:
AcTos.

atings cards of st

e pigptlu e, carcin, vtage
boats. office. computers,

ur; occasions, ransport, sins,

BYTEBACK

DEPT AF, 6 MUMBY CLOSE, NEWARK, NOTTS, JG24 1JE

! Easy 1o use
57101 to STI08 Insirument samples for
Soundiracker or compatiblos, § disks
packed wih 100 f ilisod sarple! Suy
ay one ik or ol

Sts. fad sound eilacts 10 use
Instead ol motmant;

STS.02 Longor samplos, many from fims,
Star Wars, 2001, Raigers.

AE. EDUCATIONAL

E.01 Blackboard Maihs. Concontaion
aci Womn

iz, Whee! of Forune, Tug ‘o
wor Garden, Stpping Stones,
Mans n“ Puppypix (051
ol 0p Calculator,
Furcton iokat Evokion (age 1141
avtywell, Weatherman, Gravsim,
Ao (Age 115
AE G Wots i bark, 1A word map it
poliical boundaries. view from anywhore,
iy ol s S5 P, Calendar Facir
&

St

Technical
Gaology
e animated (ke & pumping
Reart in fha Bloiogy section. Ihclude
Viowing programs. O load into Deluxe Paint
. (Age 94)
AF. FONTS
'AF01 Cosmopolitan; Rangors, Peignet
Avant Guard Ao Cal oic
; Hollywood, Park Avenue,
Dmadway " Caelot, Couner, Ham
AFD3 Publishers; Holverica. Akash
Andover, Bookman, Boxi,
ARG Vanioue: Unosuat vieatons, large
and smailonts. Pus: various font Uilies

AW. WORKBENCH
UTILITIES

W.03 Icons: Music. RAM, naugny, jot

ncludad. Showpic; sideshow.

AS. SLIDESHOWS

AS.01 o 1; profossionl
Guaity qaprica i intaced 1
03 %a.,m.. Reaims; 13 igised
P s oy o

REL08 Sl Real 35 show; 0 very
nplseay e
R Suimaua: great s s o
e e o e g
RS2 W Eecher Anraied sideshon
O Escnors pradvaial o
AS.17 Nabtron 4: 6 ray ticed pics
incixing Sne o1 e USS Enteprse that
ook 38 pours 0 fonder

Cheque, postal
orders or credit
card facilities
are available

‘Giisad-anmaion of
82 Imperal Vilker (40
: ditsed anmatn

Cat; amazing rovolving
cigtcd anmalon of vabing o
ool g animace
0l gam

{anding on Earth and explonn

2 Busy Boe: smasing Sculpt 30
srinaton'ola g fing b (o)
4D, o

e Sipe smoon
o Ship fiying

Srynero! Suning (M3 dsks)
RBL38 T R Gt il 35

S Shuueaing o motoruay
Falic v b carchasin
D.25 Stanine Hega: smosth hires il
Scroen sarling pcs, ayetal cloar |
Souna samples, shormhous seoiing ex:
gy ecommanceat

23 Stamp Cotlecto

invalving 3 0

amusing i

iarse mm“ “Brilan
bert the Mercenary: amusing

i w Toutine. Hocommendes
AB'33 Agatron Anmations; 3 i o

1SS Enterprise aitacking USS
Hatant s waing oot
'AD.4D Luxor Toonager: Variation on
his CasSi invohing 5 angieporse 1mps
nd a arge rod bail
D.41'G8; Badgskiler compstiton
v Proddeed i Do (1)

sk whole raphic

i Stals Fgtor it

AB47 Walker Doy i ncredii 2

Mogabyts amation (Mo

To order any of the above disks
simply quote the required disk

For a complete It of ur PD
software ask for a Fi
talogue!

rwame |




What should you do
if your Amiga’s heart
stops beating?
Paul T Whiteley
takes his bedside
manner to a sick
machine

HE Amiga i a well specified
idiosyncratic  machine.
‘Commodore bought it from

a team of designers who wanted to
set a standard instead of following
an existing one. The Amiga shares its
68000 series main processor with the
Apple Macintosh, Atari ST, the
Sinclair QL and One per Desk
machines.

The main processor chip is where
similarities end. At this point you
enter a different plane. The hardware
on the Amiga allows 4096 colours,

stereo sound, sampling, MIDI, and a
whole host of features brought by
the foresight of a dedicated chip set
and open architecture.

The 1000 was the first Amiga, but
the majority of machines in the UK
are 500s. Together with a sprinkling
of 20005, a few 15005 and 30005
and not forgetting some interesting
hybrids ke the Checkmate 1500 and
the Bodega Bay.

With such a highly specified and
complicated machine you could be
forgiven for thinking that there's

G ARl i

nothing user friendly inside. Take
care however and you could lear a
ot about the Amiga ...and maybe
‘even save yourself some money.

Guaranteed to annoy
Like all computers and electronic
products, your Amiga comes with a
stern warning. “Open me up and
Kiss your warranty bye bye.

If all you want to do is play
games, (which is o bad thing t0 do)
then leaving your Amiga itact prob>-
ably won'tbe any greatoss

But if you want to repair or trou-
bleshoot inside the machine, you'l
have to forget the warranty or wait
until s run out.

If the machine is in warranty and
it ceased o proceed, it probably
the responsiilty of Commodore or,
more likely, your frendly computer
dealer to make it work again. If you
are completely sill and are devoid of
a functioning bran cell you'l sl rip
your Amiga open anyway. However f
You have problems with a relatvely
new machine, get it fixed by the
people responsibll

Preventive medicine
No matter what you do to protect
your Amiga from the rigours of
human foibles there will come the
day when a clumsy labrador chews
the cables or it meets some other
catastrophe that results in loss of
function either partial or total.

Although the Amiga is a tough
cookie, it will only take so much. And
while we are talking about repairs
and problems surely it makes more
sense to treat your computer with
care and respect.

Do ot spil anything near i, or
on it. Remember when you attach a
peripheral of any kind to the
machine, secure all fastenings. f you
don't you could be gazing at an

ice

Those little thumbscrew things
on the printer cable are not only for
decoration. They secure the cable to
the socket, thus making it more diff-
cult for a snagged cable to damage
the socket.

The same rule applies for every
cable or conecter. Peripherals which
attach to the multiway connector on
the sde can be a danger so f poss-
ble secure them in such a way that
they cannot move in relaton to the
work surface.

A simple tp s to place a sheet of
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wood or similar aid flat on the work
surface. Mark out the position that
your machine covers including all

Toolbox

cables and peripherals and attach
batons to the sheet. This wil prevent
the machine and its peripherals mov-
ing around in rlation to each other.

Another way of avoiding costly
repair bill is to make sure that all
cablesare secured in such a way that
they canot be snagged.

Soldering ron
sol

der Leme
Asortment of pieces of wire,sockets etc  Anadin
Rollsof insulating tape Alka Setzer

If you think that repairs are as important as your Amig

these tools.
Plers Solder pump or desoldering braid
Screwdivers Multicore cable
/C inserter-extractor ool Wire cutters/sippers
Mulimeter Batt of Tequila 3
Salt

ind want the ulti-

mate posing tool for a technical anorak, you could spend £400 on an oscil-

iteither.

Make mine a short
One of the commonest.problems
with the Amiga or for that matter
any home computer s live or dead
short circuits caused by strain on

ber that a monitor can carry a lot of
“stored" power and even when not
plugged in can give you a shock big

more than one way as in the case of
an IC, describe its position. An IC
‘won't workif it's in backwards.

cables, enough to stop your heart. If in

A dead short is the least harmful
but sometimes the most difficult to
track. This is caused when a cable,
wire or track on a printed circuit
board is broken by a sharp tug or

professional

Normally, the et result is a mal
functioning computer that can be
repaired by re-soldering or tracking.
The live short is more dangerous
This is caused in the same way but
instead of  line, wire or cable break-
ing, two or more touch together
Because the circuit remains lve, this
can damage other components

The knock on effect of a live short
is that several components may be
unserviceable. In a bad case a live
short can cause sparking and burn-
ing. Ifthis happens, insulate yourself,
and remove the plug from the wall

By depriving your machine of its
power you have assured that the
damage cannot continue to get

easlly refer to it

ol
worse. Do the job one step at a time,
take notes and label everything that
you have saying what tis and where
it came from. I i’ possible to fit it in

If your problem is within a moni-
tor and you intend to open it up and
attempt diagnosis or repair, remem-

If you're determined to try a few repairs or

upgrades, don't take on a job that's beyond you.

Most importantly, start with simple tasks that can
be checked before you blow up your Amiga,

Leads are an ideal inital repair job. You can fabr
cate or repair a monitor lead and test it without
plugging it in. The important thing with a lead is to

veck continuity and be sure that there are no live
shorts. This can be done (but it's a fiddle)
battery and flashlight bulb, a couple of wires and a
pair of probes made from a steel needle and a mini
crocodile clp.

Each line on the lead can be checked and cross
egrity. Another
useful way to learn your way around the inside of

checked to be sure of the signal
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doubt, leave well alone and call a

Bits and pieces

strain 1fyour job requres replacement of a
component or an in

(chip), a few simple rules will make

the job pass without problem, Work

with plenty of ight 50 that you can

see what you're doing.

Aways keep plenty of open cont
tainers around for screws and other
bittes to avoid them ending up on
the floor Get any documentation or
other papenwork into a place where

Prepare and label the components
ready for replacement. This may
sound a ltte silly but if you've two
identical processors on the table how
o you know which is faulty by look-

Gone to war

Work with the premise tht you may
be dragged away for a few months.

When you get back you should be
able o refer to your notes and con-
tinue as i you hadrt et

If there are any bits left when
you've finished (and there will be)
find out where they're from and
replace them. Manufacturers worry
to0 much about money for any of
those spare screws not to have a use
They do matter and should be
replaced.

And finally.
Being able to work on your machine
can be a useful skill and one to
develop. Know your limitations and
only take on jobs that you can either
fiish or ask a frend to supervise you
through. I you open up your Amiga
whie there’s st warranty, i will be
invalidated. f you start a ob and it
gets oo much, bring ina profession-
al. Better to look a right prat than
wreck a good computer.

tegrated circuit

your machine is to fit an internal peripheral such as
the Power Computing internal AS00 hard drive, a
large internal RAM expansion or the Vortex AT
Once board.

The AT Once is a good example as it comes with
instructions that offer a step by step quide through
the fitting of the boards illustrated with pho.
tographs,

The process involves opening the machine,
removing keyboard and cover and removing the
central processor and the gate array (GARY) from
the board. There isn't any soldering so it's a job that
requires manual dexterity and a little thought but
no potentially destructive processes. In the mean-
time happy hunting.

Safety
first

Although your Amiga uses low
voltages don't work with the
power on. A live short that you
don't know about could kil you. A
read through the coroners reports
of any town will confirm that lots
of dead people knew better.

Get a professional
There's no substitute for knowl-
edge. Although you may think
that you can tackle the occasional
job on your machine, it's good to
know that there are services avail-
able that can do the work quickly
and efficiently.

FMG

These are the people Commodore
trust with servicing all Amiga’s sold
in the UK. If your machine goes
“pop" during the warranty period
it wil end up at their workshop. It
is worth remembering that their
expertise is available at a reason-
able cost after your warranty
expires. Commodore trust them,
50 you can too.

simpson Electroni
Supplier of parts and components
for the Amiga. The firm will under-
take most jobs and offer help and
advic if you're going to attempt it
yoursef,

Ladbroke:
Initally an ST specialst, Ladbroke
was quick to notice the potential
of the Amiga and has technical
staff able to undertake all kinds of
Amiga repairs service and
upgrades.

Tandy:
Chain store specialising in tools
and components. Annoyingly they
don't seem to stock the unusual
23D Amiga connectors but they
generally have everything els that
you need.

Mapiin:
Catalogue company specialising in
electronics. Catalogue on sale in
WH Smith for £2. Worth getting
forinteresting projects.
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WE WILL BEAT THAT WE WILL BEAT THAT PRICE
PRICE UNTIL IT HURTS UNTIL IT SCREAMS

@I AMOND

COMPUTER SYSTEMS LID

On all OKI, Commodore & Philips computer products and peripherals, we will match any
lower quoted price from any of our competitors and give you an extra £5.00 off. This
applies only to genuine U.K. stock. Our staff will smile even if we lose money.
|
NEW WA NEW N4 "4
wm  PACK b PackK NEW PAcK NEW
AMIGA AMIGA
AMIGA 500 MEGA PACK AMIGA 500 MEGA PACK AMIGAMAXE PACK
|
Golden Axe, Hard DrM ', l
. North & South, Sil
imsdiy (- Shockwave,Continental Circus,
WITH , wave. Turrican, Ninja Warriors
Turican, X 0, Nja Warios « JOYSTICK e lOvSTICK
8833 MKl Golour Monitor onwy £309.00 onLy £285.00
ONLY £449.00 WITH L WITH
8833 MK Il Colour Monitor 8833 MK Il Colour Monitor
OAEEATS, ONLY £449.00
‘ Pack PackK PAacK {
AMIGA 500 SKILL PACK AMIGA 500 NINJA PACK
INCORPORATING INCORPORATING EDUCATION PACK
AMIGA 500 + AMIGA 500 + FFROM DIAMOND
| *DiskSaraga Box " Theo Manuals “DikSioageBox  *Theo Manuas
| S IMbDiskDive " Operating Sysiem SMoDkOve  * OparatgSysam *AMIGA500 * Dust Cover
| b et o oy Comes plilad 512k RAM board * Funschool
T Modutator - Sl siox Ram TV Moctor - EXTRA S12x RAM Mouse mat
~Dust Covr *Mouse et * st Gover *Mouse et
Rt : 3035 Dike  Dpar
035 Dake Dpant i 035 D Dpar i oty £299.00
DuoND WEGA 10 oaves- “DIAMOND MEGA 10 GAWES*
Ghoss Payer 2150, o, Dungaon Cuest, G s e i S,
mmmumm i Gioves. SikWorm, Sheck VIDEOS
ok angorus, Yo, Nina
G Bocer 1
| ony, ms 00 ony £309.00 AMEOEES
i WITH
| 8833 MK Il Cdour Monitor 8833 MK 11 Colour Monitor AMIGA MADE E;g it
ONLY £475.00 ONLY £475.00
All prices exclude VAT Diamond Retail Outlets
No. 1 o Around The United Kingdom
FOR @ Dorset ®Southampton
0202716226 0703 232777
2 0272630545 s
b4 ® 081597 8851
w @Manchester & it
N © 061257 3999 © 0026312155
@ Edinburgh
® 031 554 3557




512k RAM 512k RAM
Upgrade Upgrade with clock

with clock Drive
ONLY £25.00 ONLY £69.00

COMPUTERS FOR BUSINESS

At DIAMOND COMPUTER SYSTEMS we can provide you with expert advice on all your business
requirements. We always have a large range of computers and software in stock. In addition
to our desktop range of both Amigas and PC compatibles, we also carry a wide choice of
laptops and personal organisers.

9 ' Word K
PIN P K Processor| PIN P ULYIMATE P
aitry PACK e | . PACKw: AC
AMIGA 500 COLOUR AwiGa 500 A590
20Mb Hard Disk with 2Mb RAM
PLUS HOME OFFICE g
* 512K RAM board The ultimate word sl
* Philips 8833 Mk Il Monitor processor/DTP pack ONLY £269,00
* STAR LC200 * Integrated Word o
i ; fard Dis
Connecting Lead ) gzlg;essov AR L
i 512K RAM £249,00
PLUS HOME OFFICE Spreadsheet 1Mb RAM  £265.00
The ultimate word * Database 2MbRAM £279.00
processor/DTP pack .
* Intergrated Word
pmisso, 24 pin SWIFT 24 colour printer IVS TRUMPCARD
. Including colour kit D820 40MD Hard Di
* Spreadsheet PLUS OMb RAM  £200,00
* Database 512K RAM Board 2MoRAM  £349,00
Philips 8832 Mk Il Monitor aprl e
£649.00 | £699.00 ‘ BMbRAM  £499.00
J

| For Details of Mr. Diamond's Incredible A2000 Part Exchange Deals, See Page 3 Of This Advertisment

LEISURE SOFTWARE SPECIALS  APPLICATION SOFTWARE

THE GREAT
Golden Axe £4.28 HOME OFFICE KIT ONLY £89,00 | DJAMOND PART EXCHANGE DEAL
Hard Drivin £4.28 For a very limited perion, Mr Diamond |
Phobia £4.28 is virtually giving away the Home Office
Noth and South~~ £A28 Ki Tispockage camprses s suteor | TPADEIN YOUR OLD AMIGA 500 FOR ONE
Silkworm £4.28 six programs selected for their flawless
Shockwave .25 performance and ease of operation. You get the base unit plus the 1500 software
Continental Circus ~ £4.28 Everything you need to analyse your pack comprising Deluxe Paint lil (the video
Turrican £4.25 cashflow to producing a professional paint system) + four game |
X-Out £4.28 reports. | Thelr Finest Hour, Sim c
Ninja Warriors. £4.26 Word Processor  KindWords2.0 Populous, Battle Chest
Table Tennis £4.25 Spreadsheet MaxiPlan Plus ‘ FREE collection from your nnm- or office!
Chess Player 2150 £4,28 Database InfoFile | PRICE ONLY £425,00
Datastorm £428 Paint Artist's Choice 1
Dungeon Quest £4.26 Desk Top I £509,
E-Motion 2425 Bublishing, PageSetier LI 2 ) |
Grand Monster Slam £4.28 LUS

Kid Gloves £4.28 35 Cale Fonts and the Postscript utiity
Rick Dangerous ~ £4.28 LaserScript
.25
Shufflepuck Cafe £4.26 NLOCKS
Soccer £4.28 Rendale 8302 .00
Menace .25 G2 £499.00
Blood Money £4.25

DISKS DISKS DISKS
SONY BULK
3.5" 135 tpi
ONLY 30p each




B WANT A 2000?
B GOT A500?

bl

SWAP IT
FOR ONLY
£299.00

C:

GREAT AMIGA DEALS FROM DIAMOND

A 1500 1Mb RAM,
35" floppy disk drive
base maching wih 2% 3.5° foppy daks
and software pack

all above + Monitor £735.00

with XT Bridgeboard £835.00

INCREDIBLE PX OFFER
visit Mr. Diamond and discover what
your A500 is worth in part exchange

XT Bridgeboard

The NEW
Commodore AMIGA

AMIGA 3000-25-40 25Mhz, 40 Mb hard disk
£1995.00
AMIGA 3000-25-100 25Mhz, 100Mb hard disk
AAMIGA 3000 4Mb RAM expansion
£299.00

This maching is a verablo workstatn;  comes wih
Workbench 2. - Tha now Cammodore. Muli-taski
Operatig Systam - i can un the normal video monior

“AZ000
B revision

If you have reached the limits of the AS00
then take advantage of the Diamond Part
Exchange Upgrade Option. Swap your
1Mb A00 for an A200 for ONLY £209.00

Mr. DIAMOND AMIGA 2000 PACK
/A2000 Rev. B 48Mb Autobooting Hard Disk,
28ms average access ONLY £789.00
With Colour Stereo Monitor ONLY £959.00

A2000 base machine

£309.00
Ex-demo A2000 £549.00

PCXT & AT Compatibility for AMIGA

5.25" floppy dri £120.00 multisyne monfor wihaut having o fit a ickerfr. ftcan || XT Bridgeboard
kg even it unoef UNX. T o machin o set o sianaara || 5.25" floppy drive £120.00
« rfesciona e  he 1950 'AT Bridgeboard with sither
AT Bridgeboard with either = E -
35 or5.25 loppy drive  £499.00 35 0r525 floppy drive  £499.00
IVS TRUMPCARD for AMIGA 1500 & 2000 HARD DRIVE UNITS
THe 1VS Trumpeard is the top seling SCSI hard drive controller. Representing the
latestin technology directly from the USA, it will ft n eithor the A1500 or A2000. It ST157N-1-——48Mb-28ms - £199.00
the only controller which will support IBM, Amiga and Apple MAC partions on one STIZZN-1___ 60Mb 20ms ___ £239.00
hard disk. This allows you 1o run Software for the three main hardware plafioms inone  ST1096N  83Mb 20ms  £288.00
‘machine: No more-compatibity problems, only one computer car do this. T296N 84Mb 28ms£239.00
- STH126N 111Mb 15ms..— £449.00
. ‘ ST11262N_ 142Mb 5ms _ £499.00
7 T1201N 177Mb 1 £599.00
Memory Upgrades for your | High Res L AMIG A e
Amiga 1500 & 2000 withthe | | 1024 x 768, 0.28 dot pitch | | 3.5" external
SUPRASME RAM board’ i Multisync Monitor 222’300 SYQUEST  44Mb 28ms removeable

Bare board £69.00

2Mb populated £69.00

8Mb populated £233.00

I SpeedVUp f—

{your 1500, 2000; 3000 withra

Co-processor Board.
Phone for details

£295.00

To get those flicker free high res
modes, use the FLICKER FIXER
video card. ONLY £259.00

cartridge drive:
IV Trumpoard for above add — £99.00.

Installation and formatting
£25.00

PHILIPS |
8833 MKl colour monifor

only £199 |




D501 512« RAM card » clock |
ONLY £2500 |

D501 512k RAM card +
Disk Drive ONLY  £69.00

CHIPS & DISKS MONITORS PRINTERS & RIBBONS
We only sell new chips ALL PHILIPS U.K. MONITORS STAR LC200 COLOUR £163.00
%0 ry chips HAVE 1 YEAR ON SITE CITIZEN 1260
0.5Mb £15.00 GUARANTEE OKIDATA LASER 400
1.0Mb £30.00 . PHILIPS s 1452
2.0Mb £59. T CITIZEN SWIFT 24.
A590 2Mb Populated £279.00 | WITH COLOUR
| | PANASONIC kxpriszs
8UP BOARD & CHIPS | oKimATE 20
Bare Board (OMb) £69.00 PHILIPS 8333(U.K) STAR Lowono
L] mm\'ﬁ: v Colour Monitor with stereo sound STARMT
2Mb +£59.00 s ;Ef'i::;;:; Sy RIBBONS QUANTITY EACH
4Mb +£117.00 - 8 T
6Mb +£175.00 OKI 20 coLous £7.00 £6.50 £6.20
S +£233.00 DIAMOND Mulisync Monitor | okisoai 60 £6.20 £6.00
nly£205. | PANASONIC xr1124 £7.50 £7.00 £6.50
DISK CONTROLLER CARDS N ewtmw Ko £295 380 2360
The GRANDSLAM, new SCS| controller X sioo
from IVS. Exira Parallel port - space for s e M.TALLY wreo £3.50 £2.70 £2.50
8Mb on board RA! i STAR Lc10 £3,95 £3.70 £3.50
ONLY £199.00 Bk STARuCcooun 2680 £6.00 £350
STAR Lcauto
s o I ok ool cand - FOR A LIMITED PERIOD WE ARE | EPSON Liaco 25052105150
SER b SWban fos oM. SELLING HIGH QUALITY 35" SONY AMSTRAD pupeooo  £3.85 £3.70 £3.40
ONLY £175.00 BULK DISKS AT ONLY £0.30 EACH
T
APPLICATIONS VIDEO SECTION AUDIO MUSIC Aupio
NT A th et and bt aucio and music:
XCAD Designer .00 49 T ke Sl
Platinum Works! ~ £75.00 et e i 7
Transcript W/P £25.00 ' MusicX ver 1.1 £59.00
ProPsen b | Photon Paint 1 :20 uu Disney Animation
Probraw 20 £60.00 Studio  £70.00 Perfect Sound £39.00
Superbase 4.0 £99.00 | con Paint :3 nu Audio Engineer £149.00
Hyperbor £29.00 Comic Setter £20.00 MasterSound £25.00
Descartes Maths ~ £19.00 Quartet £33.00
| | VIDEO TITLING MIDI I/F £26.00
| 1 Video Studio £99.00 Keyboard ~ £25.00

LHC Microsales
W Regents Street
Leamington Spa - Warks
TEL 0926 312155
FAX 0926 883432
o YOPEN ON SUNDAYS ¥

.v Diamond Computers Ltd .
*

144 Ferry Road

Edinburgh .
. Scotland *

TEL 031 554 3557 %

AOPEN ON SUNDAYS A

Diamond Computers Ltd
1022 Stockport Road
Manchester

TEL 061 257 3999

FAX 061 257 3997

Diamond Computers Ltd
84 Lodge Road
SOUTHAMPTON

TEL 0703 232777

FAX 0703 232679

HOW TO ORDER

Simply telephone through your order, giving your Access
or Visa card Number or send a cheque or postal order to
our Local Dealer.

Al prices exclude VAT unless otherwise stated.

Next Day Courier Service Delivery £10.00 Disinad o T
Please allow 5 working days for cheque clearance. W 406 Ashly Road
Bankers drafts clear on the same da
A peices r ot e fging o prees ot may change withot e, POOLE - Dorset
TEL 0202 716226
FAX

~ THE
DiaMoND
PRICE PLEDGE

© In the extremely unfikely event thiat you are able to
find a better price on any goods currently available
through Diamond, then we will match that price; and
on Commodore ¢ Philips prodicts we will not only
match the price of our competitors, we will even give you
£5.000s well®

Diamond Computers Lid
227 Filton Avenue
Bristol

TEL 0272 693545

FAX 0272693223

LAN Computer Systems
1045 High Road
Chadwell Heath -

TEL 081 597 8851

and only apples at he o o purchase.

FAX 081 590 8959
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IT'S FRIDAY?

April '91 saw the launch of} :
an elecironic enferfginment}
m?azine with a difference
= if comes out every week!

@ Massive £20,000+ software @ The best quality coverage in

giveaway compo! full colour from the biggest
editorial tezam on any UK games

@ More coverage of the games magazine!

scene than any other magazine

- over 140 editorial pages per @ Available every Friday

month! priced 60p from just about
every newsagent in the UK!

P, U e e b ]

@ Coverage of cvcry games

machine on the market @ The first news, the latest
including: Amiga, Atari ST, C64, reviews, the telling interviews -
Spectrum, Sega, Nintendo etc  buy it every week!

Probably the worid’s most exciting weekly guide to games
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hen the time comes to
add extra beef 0 your
Amiga, there are some
fairly obyious areas that deserve
attention. Most people soon realise
that an extra half meg of memory
and an extemnal floppy drive would
be nice. The next stage is normally
0.add  better mouse or a monitor.
So what next? In this concluding
part of "Expand and Deliver" we set
our sights a litle further afield and
investigate metwarking modems,
genlocks, emulators and all those
other bis of kit that people seem to
buy, and then find a use for...

Data sharing
Do you feel fonely when you use
your Amiga? f 50, then a modem
could be the answer to your cheams.
Made famous by such scare-monger-
ing movies as ‘War Games’, the
modem will let you communicate
with other computer users by linking.
‘your machine to the standard tele-
phone network.

Using a modem costs money, so
it's worth investing in the fastest
modem you can afford, although
you must also be aware that many
on-ine systems carinot cope with
certain speeds. Some on-ine systems
support 4800 baud modems, but the
s oy v spport g
faster than a 2400 baud

The price of modems has dropped
considerably in the last two years or
50,50 getting onvine is not quie as
expensive as you might believe,
Typically a iy well endowed 2400

dem can be picked up for
around £180.

Closer o home, it also possble
to connect together several Amigas
in a network, therefore allowing
them to share programs and periph-
erals (hard drives, printers etc). In a
professional environment, network-
ing can cut the cost of upgrading
several Amigas by a considerable
amount - instead of having to buy
such things as hard drives for each
machine, you can buy one
large drive (which usu-
ally works out
cheaper) and

several machines. Several companies
roduce network systems,
although it's wrth checking out all
the options available before splash-
ing out. As the old rule stipulates,
don' buy the first that you see - you
may live to regret il

Working along the same lines as a
modem, you can also set up your
Amiga to send and receive facsimile
Ciesooes e s

ems exist - Michtron's

TN Ergitings Py
system. Michtron's product s per-
haps the better of the two, but it]
set you back £600 (a realfax can be
picked up for just £4000),

Video visuals
Video graphics are an alimportant
aspect of Commodore's marketing
Srategy, 5o it comes as o surprise
that the video hardware market has
been flooded with innovative prod-
ucts ranging from gen-
locks and flicker
fixer cards, to 24-

titles and special effects for your
home movies. | won't go into too
much depth about.the kind o fea-
tures you should be looking for -
‘youl fird these within my Desktop
Video column elsewhere within this

ue.
Moving into the realms of profes-
sional video graphics, the last six
months have seen an explosion in
the number of 24-bit graphics cards
avallable for the Amiga, Most are a
bit on the pricey side (£15004), but
several companies in the States have
started to market budget 24-bit
cards that costs litde more than

‘Amigas and sels for just

Expand
and deliver

Jason Holborn uses k {
vision to conclude Amiga

expansion g

$300.

It offers full

compatibiity with a

range of 24:bit fle formats
including 24:bit IFF, Targa, GIF,
Dynamic. HiRes and SHAM formats;
pius a load more besides. Jt comes
complete with 24-bit paint and ren-
dering software, making it an excit:
ing proposition for anyone interested
n Amiga graphics. Expect.a full

Interacing may be a real pain on,
the eyes, but it's just the ticket for'
video work. However, if you've tied
aut the old interlace. hop, then you
can rid your machine of it forever by
fitting any one of a number of ficker
fixer cards. These ingenious devices
convert the Amiga display 10-a rock
steadypicture that would put’s VGA
PC to shame. Unfortunately, you also
need 1o buy an expensive mutisync
montor, o theyre: very. much
restricted to the more affluent Amiga
users amongst yo,

On the horizon s the most excit-
ing video peripheal yet. Currently
only available in NTSC format,
NewTek are hard at work on a PAE
version of theit ground-breaking
VideaToaster effects systemy It com-

eopbles, Bor' expéc i o afa
old time yet, though.

. Hard drivin*
Floppy/dives ok all well and Good,
but n-q haye a nuriber of distinct
disadvar starters, they are.
50000 slooow - even relatvely small
fles seem to take af etemity 10 load.
Secondly, even the Amiga’s airly well
g cirives st can't handle enough
data, They're ok if you're using your
Amiga for nothing more than a bit of
word processing, but you'll soon
start to feel held back once you start
messing around With 24-bit graphic
and PostScript i,

f coursewhat you really need is
 mass storage device, the most
commoniof whieh s the hard drve.
If yolve iever used a hard drive-
based Amlga, theg you simply wortt
even be able to comprehend what a
differerice such a device makes to
the Amiga. Suddenly everything
‘becomes s9 much smoother and sa
much faster. No more do you. have
1o mess around with disk swapPing &
venything is thre on a single high
\speed storage device.

Hard drives come in.a range of
different sizes, starting at about 20
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Mbytes and moving up to multi
gigabyte in size. Most cheap Amiga
hard drives offer 20 Mbytes of stor-
age, but its worth spending a litle
more for a higher capacity drive -
preferably at least 40 Mbytes. You
may think that 20 Mbytes sounds
fke an awful lot of storage, but you'l
be surprised how quickly itl get
filed.

With the imminent launch of
Commodore’s COTV system, another
storage device worth considering is
that of CD-ROM. You can't directly
write to a CD-ROM disc (you'l need
£3000+ WORM dive for that), but
they have one very major advantage
over hard dives - their sheer size. A
single CD-ROM disc can store over

of data, which s over 30
times that which Commodore’s
AS90 can handle.

Commodore have announced
that they will be producing an exter-
nal CD-ROM drive for existing
Amigas later this year, but US-based
Xetec have beaten them to it.
Xetec’s drive is fully CD-TV compati-
ble, 50 you'll still be able to take
advantage of CD-TV software once it
is made avallable.

To keep you going, Xetec actually
include a free ‘Fish & More’ CD.
ROM disc which contains the entire
Fred Fish collection of PD disks ~ all
360 of them!

I you're using a hard drive, things
can go wrong ~ read writes errors
are a regular occurance, but by far
the worst fear of hard drive users is
the dreaded head crash which usual-
Iy tesult in you losing everything on
your drive.

What you need is a backup
device. If you're using a high capaci-
1y drive, then a good bet is a tape
streamer, a sort of glorified tape
ecorder which backs up an entire
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Undercover Amigas

Question: When is an Amiga not an Amiga? to take advnateg of the vast range of qualty pro-
Answer: when it's a Mac, a PC, a Unix system, a BBC  ductivity software (well, DTP software, actually)
micro, or even an § available for Apple’s baby.

With little more than an inexpensive piece of  Things really start to hot up when it comes to
hardware and some clever software, you can trans-  emulating a PC compatible ~ there are now no
form your Amiga into a clone of just about any fewer than four different hardware
‘major computer you can think of. There are emula- PC emulators available! For the
tors for all the major 8-bit micros - the BBC, the AS00, the best is undoubtedly
64, the QL (yes, the QL is an 8-bit!) and even the Bitcon's KCS Power PC Card,
Spectrum 48k although SDU's ATonce Is stil

For the poseurs amongst you, It even
possible to transform your A
into a fully functional clone of 4
an Apple Macintosh, For of
therefore allow- g o wm. megabucks

checking out. It's a

complete Unix system on a

> card that's based around the lat-
est release of AT&T's multitasking, mul-

o ser operating system. You may not have

% heard a great deal about it on the home computer
scene, but Unix is big business in the corporate
market.

hard drive onto dedicated tapes that  The first to arrive was the A1500 A1500. This has been in the pipeline
ook not unlike those o the audio ~ from London-based Checkmate  for over a year now; but Checkmate
varety, Digital. For £230, Checkmate’s _ recently revealed that the kit s finaly
Once again, Xetec also produce a  €xpansion console is a solid replace-  reaching completion.
tape streamer which they sell for  ment casing for the AS00 that makes  More promising st i the Bodega
about $500. These come in two sizes  the machine look more like its big Bay modular expansion console from
~ 60 Mbytes and 150 Mbytes —and  brother, the A2000. The keyboard is US-based hardware manufacturer,
are bundled with all the neccessary  brought out of the AS00 casing to. California Access. Unlike the
rted, live in its own external steel casing Checkmate unit, the Bodega Bay
which i attached to the main system - offers full 2000-card compatibily.as
unit via a curly cable. It provides ~standard, split between four A2000
space for two drives internally, pius  100-pin slots (for RAM expansions,
ooking for. Applied Engineering pro- an extra ktis available to allow AS00 ~hard drives etc) plus three overlap-
duce a 3.5in high density drive  OWNers to move the AS90 hard drive ping XT/AT-compatible slots. The
which can pack a whopping 1.52  inside the A1500. Bodega bay can handle the
Mbytes of data onto a single high  Checkmate are still hard at work  acclaimed Bridgeboard PC emulator,
density floppy. This can be bought N an extra ‘OverRider’ module _plus theres an option to have an
for about £130. which promises to add A2000 A2000 video slot fitted (for such
expansion sk th
Yy to the

Modes rule OK!
The Amiga 500 is a pretty
versatile machine as.far [
as expansion possibilities
go, but its still not
expandable as its big brothers,
Iha A2000 and A3000.

n m
ules' which allow the Amiga 500 to
use hardware devices designed
exclusively for the high end-Amigas

00000000000000 §



Now - all the features
of expensive modems.
At a price that cannot

be bettered anywhere!

Connect your Eurolink modem fo your computer and telephone and you're ready
fo go — to explore the rapidly-expanding world that lies beyond your keyboard. It
turns your computer info a COMPLETE communications centre...a telex machine,
a fax machine, an electronic mail terminal. It lets you keep up to date with the
latest news, sport and weather. It becomes a retrieval tool that lets you search out
and store data from the world's leading electronic libraries. It enables you fo
download a wide variety of free software, from productivity packages to leisure
programs. With your Eurolink modem you can access o

leading information services such as the UK's Prestel/
£229.

Micronet and Telecom Gold, a mulitude of bullefin boards,
and the biggest of them all, the world-beating CompuServe.

RA

Every purchaser of a EuroLink modem will be
given FREE membership of CompuServe  the

magazine, and $15 FREE usage credi.

You willalso find out how you'l be joining
700,000 other members in more than 100 countries
all round the world, abou the hundreds of special
interest groups, including some dedicated o your
own computer so that you can chatonline o |
people with similarinterests to yours. You will be
told about the 1,400 plus databases you can reach
through your keyboard, and the vast library of
nearly 30,000 public domain and shareware
programs you can download straight info your
computer

‘And CompuServe, plus your EuroLink modem,
also turns your computer into a 24-hour fux and
telex machine!

1t's all you need to become
part of a very friendly and
helpful online community!

What the EuroLink modem offers

Four speeds — including 2400 baud
Infelligent microprocessor controlled
Avutodial, Autoanswer, Auto redial
Avutomatic baud rate scanning

Auto terminal baud rate sensing
Easy-to-understand built-in Help pages
32-number telephone directory

Six progress-checking LED indicators
Software-controlled pulse/fone dialling

External plug-mounted power supply
Builtin 'watchdog' circuitry
Internal loudspeaker

Fully Hayes compatible
Fully BABT approved

Eurolink power supply and to my cor
for the speial offer price of £263.35 (incl. VAT and p+p.). Also send me my FREE
rship pack.
I wishto pay by: (] Cheque/Eurocheque enclossd made payable 1o EuroLink
] Access/Mastercard/Eurocarc/Barclaycard/Visa/Connect _ Expiry date

1 I 1 ] Jics i s 2 .
Name. Signed.
Address.
Post Code.
Dayiime

State make and model
House, Adlington Park, Macclesfleld SKf

, Europa. anp.
PHONE ORDERS: 0625 878888. FAX ORDERS: 0625 9966




How
MATHS MANIA (8- 12) 1. Post your order.

18M, PCW, ST, AMIGA. Thebest 2 Faxyour order
SaS0en” 4 Fing o avice
Muligy, Divide, Maths Sk R e
BEW SPB.LNG o-» 14 315 ST  STE, AVIGA £2205
AMIGA, CPC, (GPC, POW, CoM (daka)_——_€1695
FREE CATALOGUE

mcu(n)mm
St

‘ORDER DIRECT TO.
‘School Software Lid,
Tait Susinoss iy
BETTER MATHS (1216 GCSE)  Dominkc Street, Limerick. slnd. TELEPHONE
ek (UK 070353.61-45308. {arrivre 2) E
18M, PCW, ST, AMIGA, CPC,
Fax Ordore: 010.353.81-44315. ¢
CBM (D). Vory comprehensivo CractCard otine (U 0602 420528 :
covermgo ol althomalor aspocisof 070 3636145399,
maihs orthi age group. Excollet.  Others Tk 010 353-61-45398. '

LL FOR INFORMATION AND DEMO DISK 3 4

= A/STHICIOIV, =

YOU NEED 512K NO! READ THIS
How MUCH 3’.':'&'6?" "EED FREE REGISTRATION WITH THE
ASHCOM USER CLUB

THE NEW ASHCOM RAM EXPANSION IS EXPANDABLE

7 Fill in the coupon below to register
| GIVING YOU 2.3Mb OF AUTOCONFIGURE SYSTEM RAM

with the Ashcom User Club and

FEATURES: y receive exclusive information on new
nRea\ﬂn;{e;\uc::a{:nda;m:(hmgh geh:::::?g;‘gg;“ version. Ashcom products. With each free

capacity Nicad atery backup .95, i receive a massive
* Memory disable switch Expanded to 1Mb £99.95 Toﬂsgzigs:( :‘gllc:ecf‘ oeinase
HLow powms cstnpion xpanded to 1.5Mb £128.95 Ad 4

E

* Bufered Dafa Bus Essenfil forhgh £ expanded to 1.8Mb only £154.95 | 10% discount off any order received

“ASHCOM 512K RAM EXPANSION WITHREAL | | With registration. No more endless

TIME CLOCK/CALENDAR AND DISABLE SWITCH| | sifting through adverts for a good
Y £39.50 deal.

WITHOUT CLOCK £34.50 pR NI e e
Gives Mb chip RAM with Fatter Agnus F A

capacity Ram boards)
Plugs i as AS01 NO SOLDERING!
* 12 Months warranty
 Configures to 1 Mo chip ram when
ATTER AGNUS s enabled
* Works with 1.2 and 1.3 kick start
VAT and deivery.

Name
Rams Adaress 1
| only | [BOOT SELECTOR  Selects DFO or DFl as bootdrveand | | | |
| £30 | |WITH ANTI CLICK :hmma\estha\annnymgchckwhen 1 T T |
ive is emply. ey AR
er
| Sk | [ONLY £19.95  Essyoit-jstpgint (Lo cbgaton o orer when esteng )

Only from ASHCOM, 10 The Green, Ashby-De-La-Zouch, Leicestershire, LE6 5JU|
i#%.,, Telephone: (0530) 411485 Fax: (0530) 414433




[SUBSCRIBE NOW! TO

IGA

COMPUTING
= and take your pick from these!

Sorporation you play the role of an
' Trom the ZODIAG

@ Chamben Of Shaoks, War: Lowwh Toranie
he Seven Gates Of Jambala represent
Thalon's first year of blockbusting releases. This
amazing package has somathing for everyone
- fom martal arts to humour and from fun to sus-
pense. You wil be swept along i the adventurous
ourney which wil keep you amused for hours.
\nd when you subscribe to Amiga Computing this
‘whole package can be yours for froal

GASTEINER | _ CORPORATION
USE  [|=

hios artiots, sprecduhecs
o and anyone who takes their
computing
@ The Gasteiner mouse is a fop qualiy precision
product that we're making available at an unbea:
able price — exclusively

%ﬁﬁ

hadals Sualoste Rtk lendadmdol el o ol ole gty |

| SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM (including FREE monthly disk)

| s

21 July issue
] 2 months' Subscription
o enewal
e e e T SMURER Bz
IEurope/E £30.95 o [om  [_] creasEurocrequs mado payae o ineractve Pubicaons Lis
Restof Wor —Aimall 85435 o= ey T T e
Subscription Offers (ooss ONE oniy) | | |
Gasteiner Mouse I ik ko,
Corporation 06 Send to: Europress Direct, FREEPOST, Ellesmere Port,
Thalion Compilation FOC

South Wirral L65 3EB (No stamp needed if osted in UK)

e o

Name Sine it o

1 . il Order at any By phone: 051-357 1275

| e {1110 T (Mo .
SE— Y |2\ o night ARSI

| e ooveymans W General queries: 051-357 2961

LDay\ ime telephone number in case of queries — ind credt cand number




Looking for a professional DTP
package? Saxon Publisher comes
bounding in with boxfuls of delight,
but it's not for the faint-hearted, as
Richard Williams found out

The
Saxon

rames and boxes with ittle
of with your mouse pointer

are well-known to users of desktop
publishing systems.
their bounding boxes, the
developers of Saxon Publisher,
Canadian company Saxon Industries,
claim to have gone one bett

Before revealing the delights of
the Saxon boxes, and describing
some of the package’s other features,
one or two of which might lead the
easily-frustrated to use a few choice
Anglo Saxon phrases, | offer for the
uninitiated a few words of explana-
tion re boxes and frames in
desktop publishing.

are the containers for the

material ~ text and graphics ~ that
goes into a myriad of publications
from professionally produced maga-
zines ik this one (I have to say this
to please the editor) with full colour
separations output to a very high
resolution phototypesetter, to the
humble parish magazine printed on
amono 9-pin dot matrix machine.

With frames and boxes, you con-
trol the flow, position, shape and
angle of text and graphics, and usu-
ally quite a lot more besides,
depending on the power of the
package you are using.

One excellent feature of the
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Saxon's bounding box is that, unlike
some packages, there is no distinc-
tion between text and graphics
boxes. The law according to Saxon
could be stated as “a box is a box is
abox.

“This makes for less option select-
ing and also allows you to mix text
and graphics in the same box with-
out hassle.

The real magic
Although it may seem like a restric-
tion at first, there are sound re

publication or document.
You see, the real magic of a pack:  Saxon box definition requester -~ one
age like this i that the boxes can be  of the several dialog boxes asking

objects in just a few seconds. The

for all printable elements bzmg manipulated in many ways to alter you to specify parameters ~ shows
attached to bounding boxes - yes,  the representation of the items they  you a representation of your box
contain.

that’s right, without them there’s
absolutely nothing you can place on

which changes angle as you select

It really is very easy to rotate, different rotation angles, a neat litte

the pages of your earth-shattering  scale, skew, fip, expand or compress trick which shows you fairly precisly

Tagging

One of the most important functions provided by any
DIP program s the formatting of text blocks. In most
documents,textual components willbe the primary focus,
the graphics elements serving as a secondary highight.

For maximum effect text blocks must be well laid out
with proper spacing, - and highlghts to differentiate
titles, headings and body te

And, of course, once you ‘ve created one or several
styles, you don't want to have go through the same pro-

of Saxon's requesters ~ boxes which pop up asking you to
select or write in options ~ is o complete definition of
parameters for rendering a paragraph, containing all the
information about font, type size, texture and spacing.
Once o type style has been defined, you give it a name
and it appears in a st on Saxon's sidebar

The great advantage is that parographs can be for
matted and reformtted simply by highighting them and
ciicking on an avoilabl tag stye. Al sty tags can be

A type stye, faiy easily created through the medium

P

in any document,
I other words, you never have to create a styl twice.

an
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P
P
s
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The result you
sould achieve if

Creating a template

Saxon's template feature allows pages of any complexity to be saved for later
retrieval. The pages you save in this way can include bitmapped graphics,
stucured drovings and eventxt s

You assign such page designs to function keys by invoking the Page menu
and moving the piner to “Assign F-Aey". A smalequeste oppars, csting
You to enter a flename of up to 10 characters for the page being assigned.

After assigning a template called, for instance, AMIGACOMPU to function
key Fl, the sub-menu item will then read “Assign F-Key - F1:AMIGACOMPU”, *
Pages saved in this way are actually stored in a directory within the Saxon
Pttt o, e on e g e gy 5 o

limited

the program environment. Simply hold down the shit key and press the ree-

vant function key while in cursor mode.

Again, it a case of once you've designed something, you don't have to go
through the motions again. It' what time-saving, and therefor cost-eficient,

DIP s all about.

what you're going to get. Having
this large measure of control over
boxes helps the typesetting e
from both the user's and the
puter's perspective

Incidentally, not all boxes need to
be rectangles. You can create free-
hand boxes with any number of cor-
ers

Hardware demands
Before we go any further, some
words o cauton fo the unexpanded
and the slightly expanded. You either
won't be able to run the program at
all or at least you'l find it very diffi-
.

nis 2 powerful program, not
intended for the fickle or faintheart-
ed, and that appliesto the hardware,
100, You realy need a minimum of
tWo 3.5in drives, although the man-

ual says you can “theoretically” make
use of the program with a single
drive, but “at great inconvenience”.

Unless your system has a hard
disk, at least two floppy drives are
needed to make working copies of
the program. For those producing
large and/or complex volumes, a
hard disk s highly recommendied.

Oh, and you'll need at least 1
megabyte of memory.

Although Saxon works properly
with any standard Amiga display, a
high persistence monitor is recom-
mended to reduce the flcker caused
by the highest resolution mode,
which is what Saxon runs in
Unfortunately, long persistence phos-
phor mornitors come very expensive
compared with standard NTSC
colour monitors.

The alternative s to use a flcker-
fixing device. An inexpensive
polarsed screen can improve the sta-

1.1 that | used provided direct sup-

port only to PostScript compatible

printers and phototypesetters

However, I'm assured the released

version will provide dot matrix sup-
well

Wel, if thatlot hasn't put you of,
you must either have the bee's knees
in hardware or be prepared to spend
agood deal of money, and also want
to produce quality documents or
publications. At any rate, this will be
the assumption for the rest of this
review.

The best way to learn about
Saxon's excellent faciltes, and its
few niggling bits, i to work through
the Basic Tutorial in the manual and,
if you survive that, the Advanced
Tutorial which follows it

Enter the first niggling bit ~ there
are NO illustrations at all in either
tutorial to show you what you
should be achieving as you draw and
manipulate your boxes, import your
text and graphics and create your
type styles and templates. The
author seems to assume that you've
read and remembered al the other
parts of the manual

1 did eventually realse, however,
that the the results to which the
tutorials should lead you are includ-
ed on disk, and you could, of course,

rint this out before you begin.
Unfortunately, the bounding boxes,
the sidebar containing your tools,
filenames of imported text and
graphics etc, are NOT on the fin-
ished job, so there’s still no easy

answer

Take a tp from one who's suffered
- make sure you read the
Fundamental  Concepts and
Operating Parameters sections of the
manual before going through the

Lots of contral over prty colours
and shapes thani to Saxon's

bty of .
The review copy of Saxon verion

and other advanced features

tutorials. The 20 minutes this will
take will pay handsome dividends

1f you still have the occasional
problem identifying what's on
screen, look it up in the Specific
Reference, Sidebar or Menu Strip
sections.

The four modes

vt from theirlack of ilustrations,
the tutorils adequately demonstrate
the features of Saxon. There are four
modes of operaton.

Al manipulations to text and
boxes are performed in Cursor
Mode, when the pointer, or arrow, is
the active tool. In this mode, all
screen display parameters, including
colour, are in force and it does seem
1o take an age on occasion for the
screen to redraw itself after a
change.

n Paragraph Mode, you perform
all operations relating to type styles,
as well as formatting of paragraph
styles. Drawings created within
Saxon Publisher itself, bounding box
outlines and onscreen colours don't
appear in this mode, since they are
not required for text formatting,
Things happen a ot faster as a con-
sequence

Text Mode allows you to manual-
Iy enter characters into bounding
boxes. You could write the publica-
tion you are working on in this way,
though the idea with Saxon, as with
all DTP packages, i that you import
pre-prepared text and graphics, with
only the odd headiine, standfirst and
caption to be witten in directy. You
also have the full range of facilities
for editing and formatting text
Again, the dispay s a simple one in
this mode, to keep things moving

ickly.
Finally, Drawing Mode allows the
creation and manipulaton of stuc-
tured drawings within your docu-
ments. A good range of tools
includes line, bezier curve, connect-
ed line, rectangle, elipse, polygon,
and smooth lne (smilar to connect-
ed line but the angles where lines
meet are converted to smooth
curves). Rectangle, ellpse and poly-
gon have filled versions as well for
those who want to put textures into
their drawings.
rawing mode only affects draw-
ings generated within the program.
Extemally generated drawings can
only be manipulated while in cursor
mode.

When Saxon first loads, the main

area of interest onscreen s a panel
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down the lef side of screen, called
the Sidebar.

This contains gadgets for selecting
the four modes as outlined above,
text style gadgets (plain, bold, itaic
and underline), and the screen posi-
ton gadget showing the portion of
the document currently displayed on
screen (magifications of 30 per cent
10 300 per cent are available)

The sidebar also contains the tag
fist In paragraph mode, this contains
the names of any text or graphics
files which were generated externally
and imported into your document or
publication

One of the delightful features of
Saxon is that you can import files at
any stage, right at the start of docu-
ment creation, f you like, without
having so much as placed a bound-
ing box on a page.

What happens i that the name of
the file - the tag - sits n the list in
the sidebar until you've created a
box or several boxes for it. Then,
simply click on the tag and the text
or graphic appears in whichever box
is selected. Ifits text which needs to
be run into several boxes, clicking on
the next box to select it then ciick-
ing once more on the tag willflow
the text on from the precise point at
which it ended i the previous box.

As you continue to run in text in
this way, it flows over or around any
graphic elements according to the
parameters you have given in the rel-
evant requester to the boxes con-
taining them.

In paragraph mode, the tag ist
displays a st of style tags. The
“New” gadget at the bottom of the
tag list enables you to create a new
style tag, which intially will be the
same as whichever tag was high-
lighted when you clicked on “New”.

Add some texture
Objects in Saxon Publisher can be textured in a variety of ways. Every
page, box, style tag and intenally generated structured drawing has a
user-definable texture associated with it.

Options include bitmapped backgrounds, outlining thickness, transpar-
ent and solid colours.

As far as text is mn(emed outlines, hi:kgrwnds and drop shadows
can have any solid colour hue associated wi

In the texture requesters associated wnh any particular document ele-
ment, users fy colour a a combinaton of red green and blue
The Colour Display Window provides a graphic illustration of the selected
coour:

Alternatively, you can use the facilties for selecting colours as Printer’s
Ink, giving a more accurate representation of printed output, or CMYK val-
ues. This latter allows you to to specify exact ink density (as a percentage)
of each colour separation (cyan, magenta, yellow and black) which comes
of the utput device,

Texture and colour are close partners when it comes to creating breath-
ukmg effects in your documents. Experiment and enjoy is the name of the

gam

gmd«y range of ready-made pre-set textures is provided with Saxon
Publisher. The range includes effects such as gradients, stonebricks and
drop shadows.

The texture requester The
range and styles of textures

and the control you have over
them are excellent features of

Make the requied changes and give
the style a new name in the relevant
requesters.

i i o i ok iy
in the tag list is the wi
“Retexture”. When this is se\eded,
the texture requester appears, allow-
ing you to define the outiine thick-
ness and colours as well as the
background textures for all struc-

Packed with features

As you would expect of a DTP package aimed at professionals, Saxon

Publsher i packed with features

from those mentioned in the main part of this review, the notable

ones include:

® Page sizes up to 20 X 20 inches
are supported.

® Page backgrounds rendered in
any user-defined sold colour or
one of 21 bitmapped textures
(still more textures can be
ordered from Saxon Industrie).

@ Easiy created column guides to
assst with ayor

@ Screen angles and densities
defined to four decimal places;

@ Abilty to variably scale the final
output scale of any document.
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@ Routines to double or quadruple
output resolution of bitmaps
without sacifcing sharpness or
detail

® Text sizes from 3 1o a staggering

000 points.

@ Supportfor downloadable fonts.

® Facilties to directly import and

vint 24-bit images without need
for conversion utlties.
upport for Encapsulated

PEsEeE and PorVestor

files

tured drawings attached to the
active bounding box.

Style transfer gadgets are also
provided, allowing you to impose
the style tag of the currently high-
lighted paragraph onto an entire sec-
tion of text appearing either before
or aiter it, either within the active
box only, or for al boxes in whichev-
er direction i selected.

The remainder of the sidebar con-
sists of bounding box definition gad-
gets (rectangular or freehand are the
two options); depth arrangement
gadgets allowing you to change the
current layering arrangement of
overlapping boxes by moving the
active box to front or back; and the
self-explanatory delete box, elete

ontents, box moving and graphic
filing gadgets

‘The menu strip, which runs across
the top of the opening display, is
invoked in the usual Amiga fashion
with a click of the right mouse but-
ton, and gives ful control over docu-
ment, importation of external files,
pagination, bounding boxes, type
styles, it faciltes ke cut, copy,
paste, search and replace, and pref-

erences such as page view and ruer
(inches, metric or pica/point rulers
are available).

And in conclusion.
The two tutorials in the manual will
quickly get you up to speed with
Saxon Publisher. After completing
the second one, | guarantee you will
be ready, nay positively itching, to
produce something of your own.

1 don't altogether like Saxon's
more complex requesters. There's
not much depth to the little boxes
you need to click (you should have
remembered to bring your specs -
£d) and the type style requester in
particular looks very cluttered.

However, now that we're so close
1o the end,  have to confess to more
than a passing acquaintance with the
likes of Quark XPress, Aldus
Pagemaker, Ventura Publisher and
even the package specially witten
for the 0S/2 on the PC, DeScribe.
Some of those packages have been
out quite a few years now, and have
had a chance to metamorphose into
something nearer perfection.

My initil impresson of Saxon s
that it is good - very, very good, in
fact, for those who can afford it and
its rather hefty hardware require-

ments.
Its bound to improve with subse-
quent versions, a few more
things fike some more fonts and the
odd cosmetic improvement, Saxon
publisher will make the grade as a
first rate professonal TP package.
ertain, however, that it will
see far more business than home
use,

Saxon Publisher is a product of
Saxon Industries, 14 Rockeress
Gardens, Nepean, Ontario, Canada
K2G A8 (613) 228-8043
Avallahlllly Version 1.2 (with more
s than version 1.1 under
r!vlrw, plus dot matrix printer
support) available now
Supplier: Surface UK
(081 566

Price: £199



Saxon Publisher

and finally...

Saxon Publisher - The inevitable product of development with
efficiency foremost in mind. Its quality has made it the first desktop
publisher to be certified compatible under Workbench 2.0 while its
advanced capabilities have attracted a loyal following of satisfied
customers.

POWERFUL FEATURES
Currently available is Version 1.2, a substantial improvement to an
already exceptional program, incorporating such new features as
Pantone and CMYK colour selection, variable tabs, point and pica
measurement, automatic hyphenation and intelligent approach to manual
kerning, Saxon Publisher now has full dot matrix and Compugraphic
support, an integrated text editor and proprietary PostScript compression
routines for faster output. With Saxon Publisher, even the most complex
operations can be conducted in a matter of a few seconds. Drop shadows,
for example can be created with a few clicks of the mouse pointer.

They can be rendered in any user defined colour, and can be offset in any
direction. Saxon Publisher features the ability o rotate, scale, skew, flip,
expand and compress both text and graphics. Though the use of
transformation matrices. these highly complex operations can be
conducted in a matter of a fey seconds. No other program offers all these
capabilities let alone the speed at which they can be accomplished.

EXPANDING YOUR SYSTEM
Saxon Publisher's overall superiority over other desktop publishing
is not simply based on the number of individual features that it
s. It goes beyond this to encompass every programming and
design element found in this program. Saxon Publisher is a testament to
our company's commitment to providing our
customers with high quality products.
However, depending on your previous

with self- fe
programs, you may have found it hard to
believe some of the assertions that were made
in this article. We realise that professional
productivity software is often an expensive
investment, and would like a further
opportunity to show exactly how remarkable a
product Saxon Publisher is.

Saxon Publisher is a professional quality
desktop publishing program created for the
Amiga family of personal and business
computers. With its highly intuitive user
interface and its extensive capabilities, i
easily represents a benchmark in page layout
software for the Amiga.

mﬁ@

Linited
5 Rockware Avenue, Greenford. Midds. UB6 0AA
“Tel: 081566 6677 Fax: 081-566 6675




player. With features such as the amazing Super-
League scoring system, definitive games reviews,
informative news and mega coverdisk you can’t go

wrong! If you want the top coverage for your
Amiga then buy the best, Amiga Action.

T he only magazine for the serious Amiga game

100% Colour 100% Amiga 100% Action 100% Class
Available at all good newsagents, now.
Don't miss it!




Not so Fast

I'min possession of a revision 6 AS00 with
0.5Mb expansion. Some time ago | modified the
‘motherboard so | could have 1Mb of Chip RAM.

The problem now is that the MS-DOS emula-
tor Transformer doesn't work, and when | pull
down DPaint s anim menu, it s ghosted out so
that none ofthe options are avalabe.

Could it be because there’s no fastmem any
more or is it because of a hardware fault?

11 buy another internal expanson board with
1.5Mb or more, can | then use my Transformer
and animate in DPaint Ill and still have 1Mb of

Keep the good work going - | think you're
is the best there is.
1 Hoogendoorn, Berkel-Enschot, Holland

As you guessed, the problem lies in your
machine no longer having access to fastmem,
at least in the case of the DPaint anim menu.
I'm not 5o sure of the Transformer problem,
but tis more than likely to be the same.

You can rule out hardware faults - if your
DIY conversion had any detrimental effects on
the motherboard, especially the dedicated
chips, the results would be a lot more obvious
than they are at the moment.

Anyone with expanded memory can use
NOFASTMEM to turn off their fastram and
then try DPaint II's anim menu. It won't work
on a machine with no fastram, o you can rest
assured that your Amiga isn't damaged.

The addition of a bigger memory board
should allow you to use the full 1Mb of chip-
mem along with some extra fastram as long
as you don't reverse the motherboard conver-
sion. Your problem will then disappear.

Try before you buy

1am considering a hard drive for my AS00, possi-
bl the GVP. However | have a few uncertaintes
as regards hard drive, and | would be grateful if
you could cear them up for me.
 How prone s a hard drive to magnetic forces?
Mine would be sitting near my miri-speakers and
television.
© Are there often any procedures to carry out
during power on/off? (i head parking etc)
© What may usually cause a corruption of the
disk?

Brett Buckley, Huddersfield

The GVP series 2 drives are fast and efficient,
if a bit pricey, and you'llfind a review of them
our February issue. As for your concerns:
 Hard drives are quite safe from normal elec-
tro-magnetic fields of the kind generated by
TVs and such like. | have a GVP sitting three
inches from a monitor and ten inches from my
AS00 power supply at this very moment.
There's no harm in taking precautions against

EMP, but don't get paranoid.

@ You won't have to park your drive heads
during normal use. The only time this s neces-
sary is when you move them from one loca-
tion to another, risking heavy jolts or
vibrations. Many hard drives these days,

Printer out of putf?
Computer cracking up?

We're here to help!
Write to Amiga Computing,

Europa House, Adlington Park, Macclesfield SK10 4NP

including GVP drives, will auto-park in any
aase.

® Corruption can be caused by many things,
and although hard drives aren't as prone to
physical corruption as floppy drives, they still
9o wrong occasionall.

Dust and coffee can affect you mechanism,
but the most common problems come about
through mangled files and disk validation
errors. FixDisk 1.2 from the March coverdisk
will sort out most of these.

Suffering Seagate
Due to a fair amount of gross stupidity on my
behalf 1 find mysef without any software t0 get
my hard drive going. | know that | should have
made several back-ups and all that, but we all
‘make mistakes.

Why didn' | just write to the manufacturer?
Yes, you've guessed it Ive lost the address. The
drive i a Seagate ST-225N and the inteface is
manufactured by a company called C Ltd, model
SCS1-500 Seril No. 85 1L 595 Rev 1.2.

1 can't find the manufacturr’s address or any
trace of them. Does anyone out there know their
address or even know of any software that can
getmy drive going?

S M Smith, Manchester

Where did you buy that interface? | can't find
the company either, but Seagate are easily
contacted - phone (062) 890366.

You should also contact the shop which
originally supplied you with the SCS! interface
- there should have been some hard drive
tools with it. To get the drive up and running,

you'll have to carry out a low level format.
Seagate's tech support bods tell me they ust-
all try memory addresses C800 and CCO0 to
activate the routines for this operation.

The process involves using an assembly
debug program to find then address the cor-
rect memory location, so if you're not into
machine code things could get sticky.

1f you're lucky, the drive might already have
been prepped and treated to a low level for
mat. If this is the case, just turn to pages 53
and A-2 of the Workbench 1.3 enhancer soft-
ware manual for the scanty information sup-
plied with your machine.

If you can construct a mountlist entry and
FORMAT the drive, it should be easy enough
to MOUNT it and carry on from there. If this
isn't sufficent, please send more information
on your set-up, and the name of the supplier
in particular, and 'l try to get you a more
exact answer.

Picture-popper
A frend and myself have just strted to do a ref-
erence program using the Workbench set-up.
The program is self-booting, but what we'd like
10 do is oad a picture then have it disappear
before Workbench loads up.

We have designed a oading screen and caled
it Manson, but we would be gratefl it you coud
tell us the commands to get the screen to work
during our startup-sequence

8 Johnson, Rhyl

There are several IFF viewer programs avail-
able to do what you want. The most common >
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> is probably Vilbm, which wi
format, including HAM, and will even display
text. One of the most compact is PPShow,
which will display files crunched with
PowerPacker.

The forthcoming Workstation disk will
include PPShow and an example of what it
does in the startup-sequence, but if you want
just a viewing o PD libraries will
be happy to supply on

‘They all work in a reli!rvely simple way. For
example, to use Vilbm in your startup-
sequence, simply include the line

VILBK <Picturens

and the picture will be displayed until a key is
en 3

RAM revisited

1am a relative newcomer to the world of Amiga
Computing, having bought a Class of the
Nineties pack about two years ago, and have
been using my AS00 mosty for domestic pur-
poses.

About a year ago, | huughl a Mrcmbnnu
MS01 RAM upgrade and
fecently been trying to use the Amga for m ing
titles and graphics to our video films via a
genlock and DPaint .

Amiga’s trapdoor and can be expanded to
6Mb. As such it is an attractive add-on, espe-
cilly as it enables the full TMb of chip RAM
with a simple solder connection fully
explained in the helpful manual. Contact
Power Computing on (0234) 273000 for more

s

Alternatively, there’s the Cortex system
from Meméry Expansion Systems on (051)
236 0480. This is a large box which fits into
the expansion bus on the left hand side of the

However, | have run into memory problems -
[ Mbis

job.

To add to the problem, | recently purchased
the Broadcast Tite 2 program, which | found
5Mb to run.

press

Memory Game
| was interested to read your artice on CLI in the
March isue of Amiga Computing. | have an AS00
with a full megabyte and | shall probably buy an
extra drve

At the moment | am inteested in making bet-
ter use of the RAM extension.

‘Games such as Monty Python seem to make
extensive use of ik access, which s quite time-
consuming. If you could explain how to run
‘games in RAM disk rather than the floppy drive
you would save me a lot of time

Peter Tingle, Kingston upon Thames

¥m afraid | haven't much good news. The RAM
disk is fine for a lot of uses, but you can't copy
commercial games nto .
rt from being illegal, it is usually impos-
sible, as their copy protection does not usually
allow for simple AmigaDOS operations. |
mean, f you could copy a game into the RAM
disk, you could copy it onto another floppy,
and that would be piracy.
1t should be easy enough to copy PD games.
into your RAM disk, but as many of these load
completely into memory, you won't save much
time by doing this.

Kind words for KindWords?
I've bought KindWords which | am now using,
but not o the ful extet. | cannot access any of
the available fonts because | don’t know how to
go about setting the correct printer driver in the
Preferences.
It's supposed to read EpsonX.PRN. By the way,
1 use an AS00 with an exira drive and 0.5Mb
extra RAM
Zbigniew Pawlowicz, Hereford

When you load up the KindWords program
disk, you should find the Preferences icon in its
window. Double click on this to open the
Preferences window, then dlick on the Printer

icon.

“This will bring up a screen with all your
printing options. For the purposes of setting
your printer driver, simply select Parallel or
Serial, then click two arrows in the top
right quarter of the screen until the EpsonX
printer driver is highlighted in the central bar.
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Please could you help a green newcomer
advice on upgrading RAM, especially
as more and more of it appears to be needed to
fun the increasingly complex Amiga applications.
1 have considered buying a hard drive, but
understand that this would mean | couldn't run
my existing programs, and would require an
upgraded power supply. | would appreciate any
help given in simple terms.
IR Rusell, Unbridge

As you seem to have the money to spend on
reasonably expensive kit (the Rendale 8802
and BT2), | would advise you to o for one of
the larger and more expensive AS00 RAM
upgrades. The ICD AdRam board fits in the

Now dlick on OK, then on SAVE when the next
screen appears, and your preferences will be
set to the correct printer - always assuming
that your printer is working in standard Epson
mode.

I it is a Star LC10, Panasonic KX1081, or
one of the other popular 9- or 24-pin models,
it will almost certainly be Epson compatible
and should be perfectly happy with the
EpsonX driver.

Xasperated music lover
1 am a keen music enthusiast who tres desperate-
Iy hard to write music using my AS0D (with 1.2
ROM), MusicV 1.1, and MIDI synth, To add to my
problems, | have found that strange things hap-
pen when playing back samples through Musick
and PD player programs.

The samples seem to play at'the correct pitch
most o thetime, but every now and then Musick
plays a sample at what seems to be a random
pich.

As you can guess this makes them virtually
unusable for producing music. I'm not sure
whether tis i a hardware or a software problem,
athough | can'trecal having the same problem
with Sonix.

Richard Hobson, London

The samples are playing at a funny pitch
because they were sampled at a different rate.
1f you use a disk of PD samples, the chances of
all of them playing at the same pitch are slim.
What you need to do is change the sample
play rate and therefore the pitch, and the tech-

It s a quality product, and has a ‘though-
port’ 5o that other devices, such as the hard
drive you're thinking of buying, can still be
attached to the

As for hard drives, If you are going to put

the Amiga to serlous use, a hard drive is
't matter so much how

or fast it s - any hard drive is infinitely better
than a loppy:-based system.

Your power supply will be put under an
increased strain by the memory upgrade, so
you may indeed have to purchase a beefier

Before doing so, however, give your new
system a try. | use an AS00 with a 6Mb
AdRAM board installed. The power supply is
an original Commodore unit, and works well
‘enough, though I do on occasion suffer more
‘gurus and crashes than my fair share.

nique required is transposition. Your problem
has already been solved for freel MED v3.00, as
found on last month's coverdisk, includes a
sample editor which is capable of transposing

in the sample, change the peri
od rate, then save it out and the sample has
been transposed. The Sample Editor document
on the disk gives full details and provides a
table of values to set for whichever note you'd
like the sample to play at.

1f you don't have MED v3.00 you can get it
from Amiganuts PD on 0703 785680, or you
can buy a commercial product like Aegis's
Audio Engineer.

TV trouble

1 have recently upgraded from a Commodore 64
10 an Amiga 500. With my C64 | used a Ferguson
X television which has a seven pin din RGB
input. | was wondering f | could use ths capabil
ty with my Amiga as it would greaty enhance the
picture and sound qualiy.

Martin Tomiinson, Wokingham

It should be easy enough to connect your
Amiga to such a TV - all you need is the cor-
rect lead. Whether the RBG input is TTL o lin-
ear, and | wish you'd specified which it was,
your local dealer will have a lead to connect
‘the Amiga’s 23 pin video port to an RGB din

ocket.

Quality will not be as high as with a full
SCART connection, but it will be a lot better
than using a TV with a modulator.




WE MUST BE MAD

Due to massive bulk buying and low cost advertising
we can offer you high quality European manufactured

isks at these extremely low prices

558 31,

250 + @ 29p each; 500 + @ 28p each; 1000 + @ 27p each
ALL DISKS CERTIFIED 100% ERROR FREE

3.5" DSHD .
5.25" DSDD
5.25" DSHD

100 Capacity Disc Box..
Mouse Pockets.

3.75 50 Capacity Disk Box .....3.25
1.50  Mouse Mat ...

Printer Stand . .....3.75  Amiga Dust Cover .

Posso Box.... 15.00  Atari Dust Cover ..

Amiga 512K RAM Expansion with clock .

Amiga/Aari External Drive .

THIS MONTHS 200 3.5" DSDD DISKS

[SPECIAL OFFER + 2 x 100 CAP BOXES 64 95
Please add £2.85 p&p/next day £7.50. Cheques/POs to

PLC COMPUTER SUP N
Al Wbl TELESALES HOTLINE I
11 Meakin Avenue, Clayton,

[IMENIERTNN EYA 0782 212970

Your computer is
the only teacher
S which YOU CONTROL m

Whatever your age, whatever your subject
- let your computer help you learn.
Subjects include
French, German, Spanish, ltalian, English
History, Geography, Science, General Knowledge,
Football, First Aid, Sport, England, Scotland,
Natural History, Junior Spelling and Arithmetic

Available for most popular
home & business computers

L NOISE DESIGN
512 Kb5MEMOR

Our Incredible TOTM,
price includes the

/dql' cﬂl& &5 w‘w .ﬂsly 9 5
I TOTAL PRICE INCLUDING POSTAGE AND VAT |
A ra)ally NEW DESIGN. from the makers of Britain’s best selling

iga expansion boar The AMI RAM5|3 is smaller, and has
hlghar snlsry marging Than any other product. Whai's more
it is designed to accept a further th low cost USER upqludl
With

aTWO year guarantee from Britain'’s lor ,osiablis
memory board specialists, who would consider anything else ?

Price:;. 1500
B@MW@ £307=
niga 3.5 erl:ﬁes‘

Thru Pol
Memory Saver|
Switch:

Wlth 2 Years

9om - >n - Saf|
Inpholink Ltd. st s BEDLINGTOR, |
Northumberland NE22 5UB ~ Order Line l0570) 827480

'PICTUREWAREC

o v 191 |

] commodore amiga IS HERE! /1

| o svanssisrrond Uiy
NIK WILLIAMS | retegetinmiee, .

| BROADCAST| lvalatieln

] COMPUTER 2 Colurrrr [

| [ Cessesgecty =
UBRARY FOR FULL DETAILS | wordsstidech |
0792 470503 | PLEASE SEND SAE Uvmﬂvuasmww |
Give your Paint Package a treat! A Sin¥ing photogaph & work ot
fe into ywr DTP/DTV: wonder at the qualty, let aon romwigih |
u buyll caxamg e disk No.1_is 90p & 50p P&P and |
Ilorms pnr\ of our 3 disk demo se( wmnn is £3 9051 paid, Please sgocwy
‘or HAM demonstration disks. Si isks also 90p & ]

On PicturewareG CMIquu' nuk One Are:-
People Disks 182 nsccop " Aican Anmals Diks 122 I
Children Disks 182 Rocess " Siverack Gor |
African Famine Disks 182 Vs Vows o vitoar Dok 142

(@ oo e

TheNude Dika 182

Kosmos are specialist producers of Educational
Software designed to help you enjoy learning from your
computer. Our programs even allow you to add your
own lesson material.

Write or telephone for a FREE 20-page BROCHURE
el S ol

Moorbkes Diss 162
= ooy e 162 ¥ paeta OnLocason Diss 182
During Peurowaro'eo devalopment we've cr A m:m Inal szee ang

IPRE FORMATIED ELDPAIES, L8 10 10 i post m eyl

Ghcaptonal o 1 0u ik i s 56 Bt n% em |
I(much Quicker than a disK forma), and Use the cisks as. Bank nupmssm

et el el el

Please state your computer type

Kosmos Software Ltd, FREEPOST (no stamp needed)
DUNSTABLE, Beds. LUS 6BR
‘Telephone 05255 3942 or 5406

B

|FREE OFFER!!! g ﬂvln%zx ENE PREE spfcwl

"YOUR GRAPHICS WILL NE VER BE THE SAME’I"'l
| " Ordsrs by post to:- Nik Williams Broadcast, Aspect House, 1
21 Brynmill Creusm oSyl Swanna A2 OAL

ne for urgent orders.

:AX Hotiine 0792 645946 I
‘wal for FAX one 1o finish,
1 ur tolephons system.)
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COMMUNICATIONS
Comms Disc
Comms Pro6

Star Term

8BS Amiga

Star Term

Amic PD Term Beta

GRAPHICS

Amiga MCAD
Mandel Brot Explorer
Mac View

Dkbtrace

Vdraw
Graphic Utilities
FBM

BUSINESS

Vendit

Vo Spreadsheet Calc.
Word Wright
Analyticalc

PROGRAMMING
Mobed

Gwin

Spritemaker

Dez Hexbin
Stoneybrook Prolog
PDC

zc
PCQ
PzC

SHAREWARE
CATALOGUE

Akore brings you the most
comprehensive choice of top shareware
programs available. To order your free
catalogue call free on 0800 252221
now or to place your order by credit card
telephone 0602 500544.

For either of the above fill in the tear-off
slip below and send it to:
FREEPOST, AKORE SHAREWARE,
NG1 1BR.

Please send me the following programmes and my FREE copy of
the AKORE SHAREWARE CATALOGUE

EDUCATION
German
Draw Map
EVO (Lution)
The Weather
World Database

GAMES

Clue

Battle Mech
Empire
Gravity Wars
Monopoly
Tunnel Vision

Icon Utlities
L Harca

The Champions
Total Utilities
ARP

Amiga Line
Calls

Prices

1 — 249
e} 10+ — 1.99p
POST & PACKAGING

| ekl 20+ — 1.75p
fez, 50+ — 1.49p
100+ — 1.29p

Address. Price per disc
| VAT)
‘Posxcudc Telephone Post and Packing

Jl wish to pay by S o

Cheque/P.O.  Credit Cd
JeaaNo[ [ [[]]

|Exp. Date| |
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Yiver looked through a PD
]

catalogue and been unable
to decide which disks you
want to buy?

Let Amiga Computing take those

| tedious hours of indecision

away by delivering an entire
‘ Public Domain library direct
 to your door!

 To celebrate our third anniversary
we've got together with those
awfully nice Seventeen Bit people
to bring you the biggest ever

| Amiga Public Domain
competition.

Over 1,400 floppies cram packed
with the best utilities and latest
demos could be
providing you with
hours of inspiration,
education and
entertainment.

Entering couldn't be easier. To get your hands on this
huge collection of quality PD software all you have to
do is use skill and judgement to estimate how many
disks will be in the Seventeen Bit library at 2pm on
the day we do the draw from our magic sack

There are two things you need to know. Firstly, the
draw takes place on Wednewday 19th June 1991,
Secondly it won't be the first correct entry out of the
sack that takes the booty. Instead the postman will
be knocking twice on the door of the 37th correct
entrant drawn. The reason? Take a look at the issue
number on our spine! The 36 entrants drawn before
the ultimate winner will each receive a superb
runner-up prize.

Once you have guesstimated the number of disks in
the library, write your answer together with your

name, address and daytime phone
l number on a postcard or the back of
asealed envelope and pop it in the
post, to arrive no later than
. Monday 17th June 1991.

A complete PD library!

RULES
1. The 37th correct entry drawn from the
sack at 2pm on Wednesday, June 19th will

alowed to enter ths competition.

Send your entry to:

PD Competition
Amiga Computing
Europa House
Adlington Park
Adlington
Macclesfield SK10 4NP




ProFligh

The Tornads F/?}ét
Sinutator /aﬁ yowr
ﬁlmﬂba and Atarr ST

Fue/ up, weapons loaded...let's fly.

Some comments from
ProFlight Customers
“The best simuletor on the ST by far.»

Very well done, the only fight
simulofor that ges it right! Thanks.»

“Well donelll It s reall™
“Superb - without exceplion the best on
the market»

@Very impressive - brillant manual»
@At last - o real flight sim for the purist®
“Your usual high standord of soffwore.

2

“For realism, beas anything | hove ever
on o home compuer.”
“Good fun & makes me nervous when
fying dangerously - 10 out of 102
“Biillant manual, briliant simulator.
“Another HiSoft winner™

These are al unsolicied comments from
users of the Atar| ST version of ProFiight

change to missiles...locked on. heat-seeking missile launched.

HiSoftis delighted to announce the immediate availabiity of ProFlight for the Atari ST and Amiga
ProFlight; 2 supremely accurate simulation of the Panavia Tomado milfary aircraf a plane that is the
fastest aitcraf in the world at ground level (Mach 1.2) and one of the fastest at any level (Mach 2.2) with
v swingvingtcimology et gvesH o ke o capabliy. PoFigt s complex and
jght equations that allow you fo fl this powerful fighter just like is pilo
Everything s s You can fly peaceful reconaissance missions or roar into full attack with cannons,
bombs, heat wpkmg Sidewinder and radar-guided Sky Flash missies.

ProFlght comes complete with a professional 170-page, ring-bound fight manual which details every
‘aspect of fiying this exmnng aircraf together with a pull-out specification shee of the Tomado.
ProFiight is available from all good computer stores and costs only £39.95 inclusive (UK only); i you
have difficulty locating your copy. please call HiSoft on 0525 718181 and ask to speak to Jule

from
HiSoft

target spotted...try your cannon

and the Reviews ...

&The sheer range of things Io &)
makes this o winner and with
expansions planned this one col

become as populr os the

now classic Flight

Simulator 17
“A great deal of

thought has gone info

how the plane >

handles and the

ST Adion, March 1991.

“ProFlight isn' the same as ofhel
fighter sims - it really does feol rea
“ProFlight is addictive ... if you'
the hang of less realistic simulciof
moving on fo ProFlight will give maf
more monihs of exciing fiying, Ve
complex but enjoyable and well
the clams/™
Ater ST User Febrary |

he h

target destroyed...back to basé

HiSoft

The Old School, Greenfi
Bedford MK45 5DE Ul
Tel: +44 525 718181
Fax: +44 525 713716
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A complete drawing board in one simple unit.
‘ " s Ilmazmg' With a rolling ruler you can draw:

* Horzontal paratl ines
Yorical paal ose

It's Radical! L,

nmymaranglsummmom

Reader

It's the Rolling Rul g2 ) gt ), ot Off ef S

o o ltee, "mw.’.'.‘:"" \"‘"?I'.T"p.""'p.”" s

e e g o e Al b o

o ony 530 \ LR Sttt o T Pecse us the rder
S ek ops il Form on Page 124

A Dabhand Guide

Is & comprehensive guide to the Commodore

F Y LET YOUR FINANCES BE A WORRY?

ersonal Finance Manager

on.
System (Version 1.2 and
1.3). It provides a unique perspective on this ndly pr
powrt e s v wl b el 5 Fit s
x e Aniga apears and un sxacy h sam a out 0 soling P program

by the beginner and the expert user ake. A.qm “ for the At ST.

Rather than simply reiterating the Amiga Appp, L whilst the
mantal, i book akes  genunly aferens 012D pepe, e 1 Gty Wl o g ot aczouTrs v
approch o understancing and using the A
T S entying vansacions at hvent o boencare
‘advice, hints and tips.

@ The number of entesis imited ony by the size of the memory
® Full Workbonch ntrface
coountentries ae automatcaly laced i dae order
‘Solectabl date formats

date
‘Automatc standing ordrs
 Auto balancing against statement
pl chars
Fscaiig o it windows i
windows can be displayed t the same time RRP PRICE

Pt g tovs it ot e 229.95

% Micnieon ) £57%

(A VIDI =2

Thanks toab igh by Hombo
you

good colour images quickly and chsaply wnh Vidi-

Amiga and the VidiChrome colour software.

® Take mnpurmu in 16 shades live from video

in

ind contrast

of
® Compatible with all video standards
htakes a colour video

~Vid-RGB Colour Spitter. The spliter s an elecy
signal and separates i intothe three primary colous, alowing each fo be digiised. Replaces the need
Jor  conventional fiter set and idealfo use with Vidi Amiga and Vi .

Hrome Aiga’

Vidi-Amiga/ "Vidi must be one

Vidi Colour Splitter VidiChrome Amiga of the most
RRP £61.95° RRP £129.95° exciting
‘OUR PRICE OUR PRICE peripherals you

£79.95 £119.95

* Includes colour

SAVEELI8  wmewn

Computing, March
1990




==  AMIGA READER OFFERS

COMPUTING

Back Issues Mail Order offers

December 1930 eat0 om0 [ ] Publishers Cholce 7999 9867
January 1991 £310 9731 Home Accounts/Day by Day ~ £3490 9851
February 1991 £af0 9732 Arghsm £54.
March 1991 10 oz [ | Fiight Simulator 3595 9868
April 1991 £310 9734 Pairof Scenery Disks  +  £3190 9672
May 1991 810 o735 Lotus Esprit
All hese back issues include cover disk. James Pond
Jane Seymour

Bargain bundle Amiga Computing
Sixssues of Amiga Computing (Dec May) £17.00 so61 [ Cover Disks isc. seiection)
Add £3 Europe & Eira/£12 Overseas = Extradisks (setof 5) 8500 9962
Extra disks (set of 20) £17.50 9963

ook Bodingats, Disc Bargains
bt e iied Weltrss £1995 9933

American Dreams c17.95 o834
Protext Version 4 Futurs Drsams. 51795 9935
Feature packed Word Processor eross as0 [ __ Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing

RRP £2095 Our Price £22.95 9953

Hi Soft Basi mpiler + Libra -
0 Racic Compller + L Personal Finance Manager- see rage 123

Harnes th Poverofyour Amiga c095 9696 2405 ooz [
s 042
Photon Paint 2 Joysticks & Mouse *
s o o ot s e I Q
o Comp ProExta Joysick  £1395 9955
Battery charger : =
ai o
soss oo [] Dust covers
Plus post and packing £1.50 R
Rolling Ruler - ses page 123 Mouse mats O
ot 0495 9508
. 5 Binders
Amiga Music - see page 134 eses  os09 [
undbiaster 4795 9950 -
WaserSourd P Disc boxes
Package of al thiee £10495 9960 eass  gse0 [

s . Adton forpostage: Eurpe & Eve add £3
Amiga DABhand Guide - see page 123 T Olapemul s =
Uniotsohorwise indcaied

A comprehensive guide to the Amiga's di

"
o e S 0 Eidss. wes PRI

Send to: Europress Direct, FREEPOST, Payment: Please indcate mthod (/)
Ellesmere Port, South Wirral L65 3EB -
(No stamp needed if postedin UK) * L Cheque/Eurocheque made payable to Europress Direct EXWY 1
roducts are normally despatched within urs of receipt M -
i ek ok R e ol || Access/Mastercard/Eurocard/Barclaycard/Visa/Connect o

but delivry of certain toms could take up to 28 days
{75 I I I

ORDER atany
time of the

day or night

. PostCode
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In the first of our Almanac Insight series,

Paul Austin presents an in-depth look at a new
music package — Sequencer One

Jason Holborn becomes a budget conscious
executive producer in his search for affordable
Desktop Video

the Amiga's graphics. See Bitmaps from a new
Viewport after reading her column

music maestro Jasen Holborn brings you the
low-down on the Amiga music scene

. ¥ - Y
Eddie McKéndrick goes oﬂ-peak' to slo;; his
bank manager goirig off-celour. Saving money is
the namge of the game this month

A dirst peek at the Amos Compiler and Amos 3D
are just two of the treats that 'our gxpert Peter
Hickman has in store o
. s <
- J 4

*your intuition. Join hef on the playfield ds she
takes a look gt screep displays .
.
r - &
DTP enthusiast Join Walker illustrates the

igportance of design in DTP and shows how a
little planning can go a long way

Margaret Stanger hélps youy, make the most of .

¢ Amiga c‘,...u”'l 25"



s been a long t
l a credible alemative to Musick
and the rest has finally arrived.

Sequencer One s the latest
release from Gadjits Music Software,
S ek g
dominate the fi iga music
rocesig. Toayhe don | by keep-
ing a close eye on what's happening
with some of the big names in the
business

Last year, Roland, the instrument
people, spotted the gaping hole in
the Amiga market and as a result
combined with Commodore to push
their CM and D series synths and
modules into the arms of waiting
Amigans

To support the move, Gadiits have
followed up Roland's lead with patch
editing software to support the
needs of the new musos. As a result
of the collaboration between Gadiits
and Roland CM and D-series users
willfind Sequencer One particularly
wellsuited to thei set up.

This isn't to say it wouldn't suit
any arrangement of equipment, and

se new to the idiosyncrasies of
Midi and sequencing in general it
could be an ideal introduction to
the art. Gadgits have taken a refresh-
ing look at the needs of the average
Midi musician and developed the
product with their requirements tak-
ing priorty.

As a result Sequencer One is not
an all singing and dancing mega
music utity. It is however a dedicat-
ed sequencer which does exactly
that and with the minimum of fuss
MusicX, the market leader, tres to

everything to everybody and as a
result tends to falla itte short n cer-
tain areas such as the Library and
Protocol pages, both of which are
great in principal but difficult in
practice.

The Gadiits alternative doesn't
support ether of these functions, but

you need (o know to keep track o things

“The track st screen,playing
avery strange song

Sequencer

version two of the planned
Sequencer trilogy wil support both
fetching and dumping. The
prospects of imminent upgrades will
1o doubt make Sequencer One seem
slightly less appealing, but don't
despair ~ the chaps at Gadiits have
seen the potential problems and
promise upgrades to registered users
at very reasonable rates.

What's on offer
The software consists of three
screens, each giving you an individu-
jew ofyour creation. The track st
is the first of the three and has a
maximum of 32 tracks available for

ether playback or storage.
As you no doubt know Midi supports
amaximum of 16 channels of simul-

taneous playback. Nevertheless the
remaining tracks are very handy for
storing altemative tracks and those
slightly dodgy bits you're not quite

ady to thiow away

Switching between individual
tracks s simply a matter of clicking
the mute icon on or off. Selecting
channels for recording s just as sim-
ple ~ just click on the track and the
red record icon appears

From then on the channels select.
ed. Pick a voice and it the record
button and you're of. This makes e
easy for the beginner and biisteringly
fast for the expert.If you'e a reason-
able pianist you can create a muli
timbral sequence in minutes and all
recorded at 192 PPQN.

Recording can be done in both
standard and overdub formats and

with optional auto rewind. Any mis-
takes are easily rectified with the
undo last edit feature, which is great
i, like me, you need ten attempts at
even the simplest sequence. Each
track can be separately marked for
easy editing and drum machine style
loops can be applied, saving a ot of
time and tricky editin

Perhaps my favourite aspect of
the Track list is its potential on
mixdown. When you've created
the next Aggadoo Euro pop
hokee cokee classic it still
needs to be mixed and
the Track List is
excellent for adding
the important fin
ing touches to the sound.

Once a track is highlighted with
me record icon the volume of an
ual track can be altered with
e e vl ie ot your
synth. Combine this with the abilty
to mute any or allof the tracks and

he

Justa few of the options avalable

126 Amiga Computing

i ywrllnlmx) aren't qulte up toMid
equipment there s an alternative
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you have an instant digital mixing
desk - marvellous!

The second screen is the Step.
Editor and as the name suggests this
is where you can take advantage of
the power that a decent sequencer
can provide, removing notes you
don't want and adding the really
clever run that you could never man-
age live. It this editing abilty that
makes the Keep Music Live lobby
physically sick but it also makes cre-
ating music accessible to almost any-
one

The editing screen takes the now
familar piano rollformat. The zoom
feature varies between full or quarter
bar magnification which | found
slightly limiting on occasion. For
example, when editing drum pat-
tems it’s sometimes a ltte trcky to
alter individual notes at the first
attempt.

The info option is particularly
pleasant and allows you to click on
any note and receive allthe informa-
tion concerning its pitch, duration
and 50 on. These various elements
can then be alered by simply typing
in a new number for each character-
istc.

The delete icon has an obvious
function and allows the individual
deletion of notes. If you want to
remove larger sections of a track
you'l probably need to use the block
option which lets you manipulate

Al the nfo you need to know on any Indiigustnote

large sections of the track far in
‘excess of the scope of the screen.

The block option is best activated
by entering the start and end posi-
tions into the appropriate window.
‘This can then be deleted, copied) cut
or pasted as required.

Blocks can also be set on screen
by simply clicking and dragging with
the trusty rodent. Most operation:
involve the rodent with the occasion-
al bit of typing as you add various
start and stop positons.

1t's also possible to use step entry
via the KeyB icon, this brings up a
miniature keyboard which displays

‘ If you want
quality results
quickly and
simply you could
do a lot worse ,

various notes as they're depressed.
The characteristcs for these notes
can be altered as required.

This is a partcularly useful option
if you're not an ivory tickler by trade
as it gives you the option to work at
Your own pace. The only problem
with this method i its tendency to
lead to rather mechanical end

s

In general editing is reasonably
simple with the block options being
a particularly pleasant element.

hen this is combined with the
overdub function and the tape deck
controls, editing becomes a little
more of a pleasure and a lte less of

s
e indofsequmnce

ton varying NS
export control, to block functions
and the option to work with either (0
& 1) Midi formats. Thi gves a high
level of compatibility with many
other Midi packages.

The Hit Kit
For a limited period, Gadjits Hit Kit
software i being bundled with every
‘Sequencer One sold. It usually retails
at £25 a time but for now it's free.
‘The Hit kit is basically a collection of
various sequences divided up nto
numerous styles with a number of

options for each. For example, you
could load a drum pattem from the
Jazz section followed by a separate
bass line, midde, lead and 5o on,
These are al available in single bars
but can be pasted in any number
and combination.

As a result you can build com-
pletely new if less than original songs
by mixing the various component
P 've got to admit it great fun
all the bits together, but to
e e the end results are a bit
predictable, not to mention slightly
sily

Having said that though the num-
ber and qualiy of the drum pattems
make the Hit Kit a godsend for even
the most serious musos. The
alone make the Hit Kit well worth
having and the various rffs in the
‘many and varied styles can only help
beginners lear a few tricks of the
trade.

As | mentioned earler Sequencer
One is ideal for the beginner and to
cater for that market the Amiga’s
internal voices have been well sup-
ported within the software. Even a
separate sample palette has been
added to make ffe a lte easer

al thoughts

1f you're new to Midi bu not neces-
sarily music, Sequencer One could
‘well be ideal, featuring a good com-
‘bination of ability and ease of use. To
support such a sweeping satement |
can only quote my own experience
which consisted of creating a com-
plete piece in a day without a glance
at the short and sweet manual.

This alone should be praise
enough for any software dealing
with an area as complex as Midi |
doubt | could have done the same
with MusicX and if I'd dropped the
manual while trying | would proba-
bly have been in plaster for a month.

Sequencer One does not have
some of the subtleties and skills of
MusicX but if you want quality
results quickly and simply you could
do a lot worse than investing in
Gadjis latest gadget.

Gadiits Music Software
1-Mex House
40 Princess Street
Manchester
M1 6DE
Tel 061-236 2515/4
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If you're budget is a little |
then Jason Holborn has

e Amiga may well be the
machine to own for all things
desktop video, but there's no

doubting that pulling together even
a half decent DTV setup can be an
expensive affair.

Even at the most basic evel, you'll
need at least two video devices - one
to provide the source video signal
and another to record it - plus a
genlock.

The video sources aren't too
much of a problem. Afteral, you can
i such things forftte more than a
few pounds a month these days, so
this is hardly going to break the
bank.

The most expensive thing you'll
probably have to invest in is the
device that makes it all possible
(excluding the Amiga, of coursel) ~
the Genlock. These can set you back
anything up to £2,000, but a fairy
decent genlock can be picked up for
around £250.

For the realy skint amongst you,
Applied Engineering’s ‘MiniGen’ is
about the only real option. There's
no doubting that i's cheap, but its
features are nothing worth writing
home about. Picture qualtty is poor
and there are no options for such
things as fading and dissolving
between video sources.

There’s very good news, though.
Siica Systems have announced that
they intend to take on distrbution of
ameaty itle genlock from the States
called RocGen.

“This fitte unit boasts many of the
more sophisticated features that
you'd expect from a genlock costing
£500+, but all this power can be
yours forjust £117!

For your money, you get a
Genlock that will allow you to over-
\ly Sl

Video source and then record
e resullmg mixed signal to video
tape.

You can feed it a source video sig-
nal from just about any video device
that can output a composite signal,
including video cameras, VCRs, cam-
corders and laser disk players.

1t can be powered either by the
‘Amiga itself or via an exteral power
supply for those of you who already
have a large number of add-ons con-
nected to your AS00.

Unlike most genlocks, the RocGen

features AutoVideo passthru which
allows the signal from the Amiga or
external video source to pass
through the RocGen to the monitor
or VCR even if either the Amiga or
external video source is powered

jown.

But what really lits the RocGen
above ‘budget’ genlocks such as
MiniGen is its powerful fading and
overlaying effects. Using a tuning
knob on the front of the genlock
hardware, you can adjust the degree
of both the fade and overtay.

Fade mode allows you to adjust
the screen so that it fades from solely
a computer graphic display to solely
a video image. In overlay mode, the
video image is pernamently
displayed, but you can ‘ade i’ (and
out) the Amiga graphics.

effects alone will llow you
o produce much more professional-
looking presentations.

This feature alone makes the
RocGen one hell of a bargain. Very
few genlocks below the £500 mark
offerfade and overlay controls, espe-
cially through a hardware control
knob.

The RocGen is available now from
silica Systems on 081 309 1111
Expect a ful review next month.

Genlock for pros
At the other end of the pricing spec-
trum comes Magni Systems’ new
Model 4005 PAL genlock for the

ern>No
>No

ve Pattern
Aotive Stule

Do Vi

purists among you) a powerful
scripting language. If this sounds like
the kind of thing you've been look-
ing for, then contact Eschalon on
0101 604 520 1543.

Fonts galore
If you need some new colour fonts,
then there are plenty of new releases
on the horizon. By far the most com-
mon sourc ofthes fonts is America,
where such companies as Zuma and
Kara have been producing both
mono and colour fonts for several

years now
A new company on the scene is
Miami-based CV Designs. They've
just launched a new three-disk set of
im  colour fonts in a number of different
point izes upto 85 point.

They're completely compatible
with packages such as TV*Text Pro,
DPaint 3 and Callgrapher, mak-
ing them ideal for people who
5h o produce stuning text

bn-

on distribution of the Olo range of
colour fonts from Swedish company.
Atovinjett

As 500N as they are made avail-
able, you can expect a fullreview in
this column. Stay tuned until then,
but in the meantime, you can find
out more by contacting Checkmate
on 071923 0658,

Next month

Colour fonts can enhance your video presentation considerably.
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ast month's Code Clinic dis-
cussed the video display in
great detai, so | will skip

some of the preamble and concen-
trate on creating a Graphics
Primitives display using Assembier

Graphic description
The colour of each pixel is related to
the value of one or more data bits in
memory. To create multicoloured
images, the system must be told
how many bits are required per
pixel.

In my fist Vewport (blue), | have
used 8 colours and 3 biplanes, and
the system retrieves one data bit
rom each bitplane.

For each pixel data bits in the
same horizontal and vertical position
are combined by the system to cre-
ate  binary value,

This determines the display color

bi
height, width, depth and location of
the bitplanes.

My view

The display is created from a set of
instructions in the view structure,
This structure i intalsed using the
command IntView, and linked to the
first viewpor

ach viewport is initaised with
default values, and its own para -
meters are added latr:

e i
Voo

u(a6)

o
nove. Fupblat, d0
movel dl,_Viewbort(a5)

Each Viewport needs a Rasinfo
structure containing a pointer to the
bitmap with the bitplane infor-

If the viewport has
dual playfields, the frt Rasinfo con-
tains a pointer to the next Rasinfo,
which has a pointer to the second

itmap.

The picture in memory can be
larger than the screen image, by cre-
ating a bitmap larger than the view-
portarea.

The Rasinfo structure has the off-
sets for the relative position of the
display to the complete picture.

in this example the bitplanes are

the same size as the viewports, and
the offsets are zero.

e it

sove,l driblue,g
s

Highly coloured
Left to itself the system wil use
default colours. There is a command
GetColorMap which will allocate
space for a colourmap and retur a
pointer o it.

el 12,0

ot _Utettalortiad)
sovn. L Wcoormsy
sl o ColorTabltes) 1
Soen.L dicolurtae

The colourmap has a pointer to
the colourmap's colourtable, and the
desired colours can be copied into
this data structure,

ol 31,80
e colaurs,a
vl calourtible,
colourloo

ey 80,0

All
Each bit
InitBitMar
height a
command|
aate eac!

s the system to make a
play instructions (wm:mmm
the structures i the Viewport.

This has to be done for each
ViewPort. The command MrgCop
merges these copper lss into a sin-

gle instruction st

LoadvView tums on direct memory
access (DMA) and the display wil be
shown on the screen. Any fiker can
be reduced by waiting for the beam
10 reach the top of the frame:

el
il
B Donterertan
la apviena0
o wredandgreyat

or

structure.

InitRastPort puts in default

values. When the RastPort

has been linked to its bitmap it is

possible to use the Graphics Library
drawing commands,

Getting the picture
The listed program first saves the
address of the old view using the
gb_ActiView offst from the graph-
icsbase. The view is initalised and
three viewports

The first viewport is 48 lines high
with 8 blue colours and three bit
planes. The second viewport is 100
fines high with dua red and grey
playfelds. The third viewport s 48
fnes high with 32 green colours and
 bitplanes.

The drawing routines have been
used to produce a series of rectan-
gles on the screen. In the second
viewport the grey playfed is domi-
nant. except fo ransparant areas of
colour zero

Thereis a short delay before the
fist 8 colours of each viewport are
cycied, and another delay bfore the
program releases the allocated mem-
ory, replacesthe old view and exi.
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There's mounting alarm cbout the appalling standards of spelling
among Britain's schoolchildren. MPs, teachers, parents and
employers are all stressing the vital importance of being able to
spell correcly.

Yet most homes have what could be the ideal means of teaching
spelling — the computer.

Instead of zapping aliens it could be turned into the best weapon
of all to deal a body blow o bad spelling. With the help of a
brilliant new software package that not only makes practising
spelling painless but also loads of fun s well

FIVE ways to improve your sp

In @ Flash: Read the word as it flashes on the screen, then ype i

For practice runs, the word is left on the screen as it s ypjp‘

Roclur m words hme m be d.smvmszn this h.rm,chh ve(s‘:'on 57/
are guess mlrml}/ e rocket wil

blasmii Fail and al/ Ml 's lc& isa /oajaf scrap.

Lunar Buggy: Type fast for fun. The aim s fo key in the word as ifs

‘pulled across the screen by the buggy. It has fo be completed before the.

s drop down a crafer.

All Mixed Up: Jumbled letiers have fo be sorfed out fo find the

s word. To help beginners ~ and anyone else who is stuck ~

clves can be obiained of the press of  key.

Passing an exam. . .
applying for a job . . .
whatever you want fo do in
life you need fo be able fo SPELL!

Cnmveyor Belt: Words pass by on the
th ndb:vave fo be mmembensd Then
ey mus
Thisisa mueﬂgmg st albe)h ;peﬂmg
and memory.
All the program:
options for extra ﬁmlﬂny Iulne
a timer with on/off option to
add that extra challenge. bl

SPELL is unique. It lets the user learn at his or her own poce
They can take as long as they like — or fake on the compuler inal
high-speed challenge!

And this one package is ideal for everyone — with the lowest oge
group sutable for under-5s, while the more advanced words wi
stretch even the most able students.

It includes five different tests, each making use of more!
than 5,000 words — so much variety that you'll never
get bored.

® 5 DIFFERENT TESTS
® OVER 5,000 WORDS
® FOR AGES 5TO 15

SPELL! only costs £8.95. It is now
available on disc and tape for six of the

most popular home computers and can
d on the form below.

(Tick as appropriate)

1 wish to pay by

Cheque or postal order payable to Database Publcations
Grditcard No: Exp. date
1] 8 4 W 0 O
©ConpactAChEK (35'6i) ] BBGEK (525 40T)

] BBOEK(525°80T)

o

Post ot

Aniga (dic)

STids) L] POES) [ POG25)

T0: Database Direc, FREEPOST, Ellesmere Port, South Wirrall LG5 3EB i sanp s st

E
H
]

W
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Jason Holborn brings you
gossip from the Amiga musi
Miss this at your peril

ans of Demonware’s
acclaimed game music cre-
ation system TFMX wil be

pleased to learn that a major
upgrade wil be with us really soon.

Demonware have listened to
many of the criticisms which were
levelled at the original release,
updating and adding features to
TAMX 2

The new program boasts many
new features including comprehen-
sive editing tools and full support for
Midi, making TAMX 2 one of the
most powerful sound chip composi-
tion systems yet produced for the
Amiga
Probably the most major new fea-
ture is the inclusion of support for
Midi communications. TEMX can
now be operated via Midi-compati-
ble devices such as synthesisers,
mother keyboards etc.

Obviously the most immediate
use is for the input of performance
data by playing it directly on your
Midi keyboard, but TAMX also fea-
tures powerful Midi synchronisation
options. These allow TFAMX to tran-
form the Amiga into a dedicated 4-
channel Midi sound module.

Editing was particularly poor with-
in TAMX 1, especially if you were
used to the more traitional method
of music composition. Thankfully
Demonware have taken otice of this
obvious omission with the inclusion
of an all-new Patter Editor which

slashed to just £10. Teijo hopes that
by selling OctaMed at such a low
price, many more Amiga users will
be able to afford what will undoubt-
edly be a major Amiga music release
For more info, contact AmigaNuts
United on 0703 785680.

More Music-X
The news isn't all bad for MusicX
owners, however. Micollusions have.
revealed that a number of new add-
on modules will soon be released.
Although they are far from being

b e
Here i an xcusive lcur of Tujo’ new & channel major, they further extend the edit-

allows TFMX sequences to be edited
in a graphical form, much like those
editors employed by Midi
sequencers

Sampled instruments may sound
realistc, but they have one major
falling ~ they eat memory, lots of i
For those of you with extravagant
tastes but not enough memory to
satisfy them, TFMX now has a com-
prehensive synthesis module which
allows you to create analog-like
synth sounds that fill only a few
bytes of your precious memory.

You can create realistic (and very
trendy) acid-like squelchy bass
sounds and sweeping analog tones.

TEMX is now a complete one-stop.
music creation system. Not only can
You arrange scores, but you can now
create your instruments without hav-

Music-X 2 bites the dust

Yes, the unimaginable has hap-
pened - Microllusions have Killed
off what is undoubedly the most
important Amiga music product in
existence.

‘There's no doubing that with-
out Dave Joiner's acclaimed Midi
sequencing system, the Amiga
would never have achieved the
success within the music industry

that it is now enjoying. According

10 a source close to Music-X pro-

grammer Dave, he has ceased
fevel

favour
of products for Commodore’s
forthcoming CD-based Amiga, the
CDTV. Despite considerable inter-
est from users, it seems that
Music-X version 2 may now never
see thefight of day.

The new release promised to
add many of the features that
MusicX users have been crying out
for ~ ull score editing, drum edit-
ing, plus a whole lot more. Unless
a third party developer decides to
il the gap left by David's decision,
it looks as if MusicX users will be
left high and dry.

ing power of MusicX. Here's what is
on offer
DEFLAM - Nobody can record a
complex keyboard part into Music-X
without a few mistakes creeping in
Quantizaton can correct allthe tim-
ing errors, but what about al those
lte extra notes that seem to appear
whilst your hands zip around the
keyboard? You need Deflam. Deflam
will automatically remove any notes
shorter than a specified length.
SCATTER - Sequenced music has
always been critisised for being too
rigid’ and perhaps even too ‘per-
fect’, but you can now inject feel
(timing errors!) into your music to
make it sound more human. Scatter
achieves this by adjusting the param-
than previous  eters o a selection of randomiy cho-
ones, but has one major feature sen notes.
leaves most of the competifion  PRINTEVENT - You don't need a
standing ~tis: nel. brain the size of a planet to guess
OctaMed is fully compatible with  what this does! Put simply,
previous releases, but Teifo has  PrintEvent er,... prints events It
pushed the Amiga's sound hardware  allows you to get a hard copy of the
to its very limits to allow a maximum  sequence data displayed within the
of eight different sounds to be  Music-X Event Editor,

Books for
musicians

Prolific author RA Penfold has
substantialy, Octabed will nc leased a new book that may
powerful MusicX-like bar editor Ry RLR RO T
R R cians. Published by PC
approach to alow you to view your QT LRCIR TR
musical creation in a more familiar [ERNICE RN ERIOURVIETRINN
format than the usual vertical row of  [ETIE TN IIIIVN Y
i nfold’s previous Midi book
Teijo had intended to sell [RNet TR
OctaMed as a commercial product [ R TR T
for about £50 to £75, but in a fit of [KZEERZLLEES
generosity this price has been

FPR o LA O e © T ¢




Ear shattering offers for
Amiga Computing readers

Make the most ofyour Amiga's superd
ound capabilfies by linking it to Sound-

s high quality stereo amplifier and

microchip technology, rha
gned amplifier Ldﬂde‘ a

et for the highe
ind quality. Thumping
sl hear them all with

Buy all 3

Make beautiful music
on your Amiga

Quartet is a stunning sequencing package that will allow
you to compose anything from a jingle to a symphony.

Making full use of the Amiga's nique four channel
stereo sound system, Quartet is equally at home playing
Depeche Mode or Debussy. Quartet comes complete with
fullinstructions, a disk full of sound samples and full
source code to allow you to intergrate your tunes into your
own programs.

What's more, Quartet is MIDI compatible, so you can
connect a suitable keyboard or synthesiser to enter notes
directly.

It's the ideal sequencer package to complement

the excellent Master Sound sampler
— Amiga Computing, August 1990

Quartet comes with full instructions
and two disks for just £39.95

for just

Master Sound

Capture any sound you hear
and replay it in seconds

It's 50 easy to use: Simply connect the sampler to your
Amiga, load the software and immediately you have the
- ability to capture sounds with amazing accuracy.

Connect your compact disc player or personal stereo
and digitise sounds to incorporate into your own games
and tunes.

The supplied software provides complete control over
the sampled sounds: Cut and paste them, fiip and fade
them and you're still only using a tiny fraction of the sound
processing tools available.

Best of all, the comprehensive instructions will soon
have you creatng your own pubic domein dema disks
complete with IFF picture

Its the perfect sound ssmpung package for beginners
and experts alike.

faster Sound is a complete hardware and software
sampling system for only £34.95

“Is it real or is it Master Sound?”

~ Amiga Computing, May 1990

See order form on page 124




Is getting online getting to your
finances? Eddie McKendrick helps
calm your bank manager down

ever else Comms may be, it is

not one of the cheapest hob-
bies known to man.

Countless people catch the

comms bug, only to spend
cash than they can afford. Huge bills
mean huge hassl, taking the fun out
of getting online.

ere are two factors to consider
when trying to keep costs down; dis-
tance and time. Using the right soft-
ware it i possible to get more out of
comms while putting less time and
money in

l t cannot be denied that what-

Down the local
With the advent of digital telephone
networks it s as easy to get a good
connection to the USA as t i to call
a board three doors down the road.

Interational calk are not cheap,
even at cheap rate. The bulk of
downloadable software tends to
migrate over to the UK fairly quickly
and messages go global via the vari-
ous mail networs.

1f you are going to call a foreign
board, ask yourself i i s eally worth
it beforespending loads of money
downloading o reading something
you could probably have sourced in
the good old UK.

s possible to become even
more canny, i fes adventurous, and
i1y to restric long bbs clk to those
within your ialing code area

Just as messages and files find
their way into the UK from abroad,
they will find their way to a local

e gat
Going  might b
dian

piattalk person®
0 know

that GuarS
e ol

[t
the system addition

di
Zenit

on
ightine on (L

board given a ltle time. Some
ple would argue that the whole
point of comms is to get your key-
board out and about and explore the
world with the aid of your trusty
moden. Is all very nobie, but a fle
is a fileis a file, no matter where it is
downloaded from,

Clock Watching
With comms perhaps more than any
other hobby, time truly is money.
The less time your modem is hooked
up to the line, the lower your tele-
phone billwil be

You can stop the online timer get-
ting o dizzy heights by using the
leverest comms packages and utii-
ties you can lay your hands on

If you regularly download files it
makes sense to use the fastest trans-
fer protocol you can. Most decent
boards support Zmode, as do most
respected comms packages for the
Amiga

If waxing lyical at length i more
your cup of tea, it is possible to use
offine mail readers to download,
tead and reply to messages at your
own pace. It's amazing how much
more intelligible people become

en they have time to think before
they type in messages.

The time, the place
Another obvious tip which tends to
be lost on most comms buffs i to
use the telephone lines when it is
economic to do so. BT have three

an

e nterested

i has ef
oTis
team,

charging bands for calls Within the
UK. Peak fate s betiween 09:00-
13:00.  This s when it will cost you
more tof “make that call"
Moderately cheapef, but sil by no
means a bargain s “Standard”
“rate. This is operational

e
the marning, "G
between 08100~
9:00

BT's bargain
basement hours are between 18:00
and 08:00 Monday-Friday and all
day Saturday and Sunday. This s the
only time you should really entertain
going online for any degree of time.
Make no mistake, “Cheap" rate isn't
really cheap at al, but it is the best

Noise on the
< summers sus
Micronet, things

Following 12

Inationg

deal you can expect from BT's pied
iper.

If you go in for long distance
communicating and you

be hooked up to a
digital exchange,
should get
Mercury at your
first opportunity.

The Mercury
\Communica-
ions network

Galls but it can save you a
fortune on national and more impor-
tanty international ones.

Subscription to Mercury is less
than £9 a year and using it can save
around 25% on national calls and
14% on intemational ones, provid-
ing you use the service off peak. For
more information on hooking up call
their information line on 0800 246
000.

Net

pension of
have been 3
interactive discussion

the Line Nois

Daemonn Brody. rent topic three nights 2

[t
week.

hrash out a diffe
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AMPIot Pet

PostScript

Graph plotting folr
for the Amiga wit
£75.00 Inclusive

SciTech Software
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Peter Hickman with a ﬂlppmg goodidea
for getting hundreds of objects onm A
without incurring speed penalties -

hew... What a month! The
'AMOS Compiler has finally
arrived, and it's pretty iy,

On my B2000 it compiles the
average program (about 60k of
source code) in eight seconds! A full
feview will appear soon.

Alo in the final stages of comple-
tion is the long-awaited AMOS 30,
which should be available within
days of reading this (well, maybe a
couple of weeks).

The 3 system comes complete
with an editor which allows you to
create just about any type of object
you could want simply by glueing
diffeent shapes together.

Smooth moves
The AMOS Public Domain Library
now has over 190 disks n its cata-
logue. Give Sandra Sharkey a bell on
0942 495 261 for more info about
prices and avalbilty.

The last piece of news is that
Mandarin have changed AMOS for
the German and American versons
Instead of being released with the
Castle AMOS adventure game's the
package will now contain a simple
card file program called Dataflex
(which by the way was written by

el).

AMOS handles animation very
well, and the theory behind creating
and moving smooth cartoon-like
objects in AMAL is very simple (we
covered this in an earlier AMOS col-
umn),

Of course there are limits to the
power of AMAL and you really can-
not have more than about 16 large
nmem Aninating withott things
sowing

u ever wondered how to
et hundreds of objects on a screen
withoutincurring the speed penaltes
that you might expect from any of
the usual animation methods?

“The answer i simple - page fip-
ping. This is a technique where you
draw objects on different screens
and then jump between each screen
o create the ilusion of movement or
animation. Its a bit fike drawing litle
matchstick men in the corner of a
book, each one in a different posi-
tion, and then fiicking through the
pages to create your own little
movie.

On the cover disk you wil find a

sprte file called MEN.ABK, load this
into AMOS from direct mode and
then go back to the editor.

First we hide the mouse, and set
p two variables. SPNUM is the
number of the BOB we will draw
onto the screen and MXSCREEN is
the number of screens (+1) we will
use to do our page fipping.

Close Editor
Close Vorkbench

Hide 0n
RSCREENE

Next we must open up all of the
screens that we willuse in the demo.
Half meg owners should just about
have enough memory to open seven
screens i they don't have an exteral
drive if you do switch it off).

for 190 To MISCREEN

Now comes the interesting bit - we
A di e e st
raw another man (in a sighty di.
S postion), i the screen etc
We change the BOB we will use by
incrementing the vriable SPNUM.
the Amiga bleeps just press
a key and you willsee the next piece
of animation drawn.
o 140 To mstaEen
o Fide 56
144 SER,10 To miscaEen
Screan i

Paste Sob 120,70, SPNUN
Add SPHOR 1,107

sell

Wit key

Now we should have seven screens

in mmw,;
arunning

screens g constantly
through the sereens. In the foop
below | have chosen to wait for five
Vs (1 explained VBLS in an earler
artice) before we swap to the next

screen. If you want to speed up the
animation Just change the WAIT 5
fine to WAIT 3 (or an even lower
number for ultra speed).

o Lo Tosth
sereen
e Tomsceen
sereen Shou SCR ¢ Sereen S0
Wit

Yert Lo

hen writing a program which
call another AMOS program (a bit
like the Fun School 3 menu does)
you sometimes need to close all of
the screens currently opened.
Unfortunately you do not always
know what screens have been
opened by a previous program, 5o to
close every screen just use the fol-
lowing lines of code.

While Sereeno-t
reen Close Seren
i

1f no screens are opened then the
function SCREEN wil always return
the value -1, otherwise it wil return
the number of the currently chosen
screen. Simple huh?

Ok, that example was interesting
but let's face it, one man running
about and taking up seven screens in

memory is hardly impressive s t? So
how about a few more, 32 more in
fact?

The next program follows the for-
mat of the previous one except that
in the middle you will notice that it
draws a lot more men on each

" dpen sereens

for 150 To MISCREEN
Screen Gpen 1,320,200, 16, Lovres
Flash off

! Generate screens

for 150 To MISCREEK

ey
Add SR 1,1 To 7
Nt T

* 00 suaps
for LOPe1 To 500
Screen ide 50
A6 SCR,1,0 To MSCREEN
Screen Show SC8 : Sereen S0
Wit §
hest o7
" Close screens

Wile Sereeno-1
Sereen Clase Screen
™

Nifty or what? We've run out of
foom for this issue but on the cover
disk you willfind a few more exam-
ples, including movement combined
with page flipping (and my head!)

Have a play around with the rou-
tines and see what you can achieve,
it great fun.

Oh and by the way, the graphi
for that geezer we have been experi-
menting on were drawn by a whizz
of a graphics artist named Stuart
Cambridge. Thanks Stool
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¥ previous article des-
cribed how to create a
screen display using rou-

tines from the graphics library. A
view and several viewports were
defined, and some simple drawing
done in each one.

Each Intuition screen also has a
viewport. Once the viewport address
is known the primitive graphic rou-
tines can be used on a screen and its
windows

Each viewport has a Rasinfo struc-

2 ture containing a pointer to the
bitmap with the bitplane infor-

‘mation. If the viewport

has dual playfields, the

fist Rasinfo contains a

pointer to the next

™ Rasinfo, which has a
pointer o the second bitmap.

The picture in memory can
be larger than the screen
image, by creating a bitmap larger

tive position of the display to the
complete picture.

Itis possible to fink an Intuition
custom screen to a custom bitmap.
when opening the screen. In this
example the bitplanes (640 x 400)
are larger than the viewport (320 x
200), and the offets are zero to start
with.

Ifthe x and y offets are changed,
the viewport ( or the window) dis-
plays a different part of the bitplane.

ry smooth scroll can be pro-
duced by increasing or decreasing
these offsets up to four pixels at a
time, and updating the display
instructions.
the offset is i, and the Rasrinfo
structure rired

I

: srltai)

1A i

i1 2
p—

1A Thipdate the 1 hastafo offaets/

11 Remskebisplay();

A I*Intuition updates the display*/
)

I

A wroltth)

i e

A Hretomts

i ot [

\ R

L it wates e ditat]
)

Every time the Rasinfo offsets are

> =

changed the display needs to be
updated using the commands
MakeVPort, MrgCop and LoadView.
The command MakeVPort asks the
system to make a set of display
instructions (or copper ist) from
he structures in the views

The command MrgCop merges
these copper st into a
single instruction list
LoadView turns on
(OMA) and the display | it dhty S
will be shown on the St By i
screen. Any flicker can be reduced

e ISRT elmnst) =
oy waiting for the beam to resch | TR
the tp o the ame

fruct Nenscrven Thtenscreen
When using windows and oo

screens, the Intition Library has a
very convenient RemakeDisplay that
updates the display in just one com-

e
bilule Cane/toes 20
i
HHEr
i
il b
i o ity
o 1 y wiblesy
st
Situitionpase
iy ¥
fometind st
Ereen = ruc ies
iin < e
i

/ot new sereen structaen

and down with a short delay in
it between.
The progra produces the dlxp\ny

by opening 3 SUPER BITMAP i gl
dowon a screen with its CUSTO} selay(100
SCREEN and CUSTOMBITMAP Qlagx L R
setIt could have been written as in i
last month’s CODE CLINIC using for(i=bsiciun;ivn)

" croll !
graphics primitives only, without the oy g

Intuition Screen.

0ifo-1;48)  scrollxti);
Iscroll Lefts]

struct Nevscreen Theheuscreen =

0,0,320,200,3,

13

delayt10n);
forCia100; D-1548)  serally(i);
Pl dow!

witl,
Geromanca COsTOmITIAP, After the scrolling the program

i
it closes the window and screen, frees
i, the bitplanes and exits.

ishred, “The program uses graphics library

routines, and also includes intuition
lirary routines and the Delay routine
from the dos library. Summaries of
these librares were included on the
support disc in earier parts of this
series, and the routines are described
in full in the ROM KERNAL MANUAL

struct Newkindow Thehewkindou =

oA,
AETIVATEsUPe

0,00,

Sethpentredeastpart, {18);

Rect7ALLCradeastport, 0,200,639, 10600
i i - Libraries and Devices.
)

0,0,
sb,20,520,200,
CUSTORSCRERY,

)

Both the screen and the window

are linked to the bitmap (BMred)  The display scrolls right, up, left
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Why buy an ordinary sound sampler - when
you can buy a recording studio?

TECHNOSOUND

SOUND SAMPLING SYSTEM FOR
THE AMIGA
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* Full multi tasking

* 57 recorded samples
State of the art true stereo cartridge
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*
*

* Simple to use tutorial and user guide
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E!
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Are you confused by columns or ha
lems getting to grips with grids? Let.
Walker guide the way with some de

Do Puls

A10 TANK KILLER

owever carefully you
typeset the words, write
the headlines, choose

the typefaces and illustrations, the
result can still look a mess if you
ignore the design of the page, which
is not necessarly dependent on any
f these.

The easiest way to design a good
looking publication is to find some-
thing similar that you fike the look of
- and copy it (a technique not
unknown to professionals).

ucing  professionally
designed work will help you appreci-
ate its qualitis. It does need to be
something similar though. It's no
good producing a newsletter for
plumbers n the style of Vogue, or a
job application n the style of iz

The best way s to grasp the fun-
damental principle that underlies
most modern professional designs,
The basic concept is that of a grid,
Once that is mastered (and it
shouldn'ttake more than a couple of
lifetimes), you can approach any DTP
job with confidence.

As its name suggests, a grid is
nothing more than a division into
measured units of your page. The
vertical unis are set by the margins,
the columns that will contain your
body text (that is, the main text of
your publication excluding head-
fines) and the spaces between the

columns. These are measurements
set automatically by DTP programs
from a requester box, which simply
require you to enter the size of the
margins and the number and width
of the columns, when they will be
shown on-screen.

Horizontal units will not be shown
automatically. But DTP programs do
include an option for a grid to be
rawn on the page, which can be set
at whatever measurements you
need,

1 use a grid of an inch square (o
its equivilent in centimetres or picas,
the other normal units of measure-
ment)

A grid provides a structure on
which you can build your design
The first decision to make is the
number of columns to a page. Once
that is set, the other elements -
headines and ilustrations - slot into
the overal design

Cartoon capers
A page within which text is st in
thvee columns automaticaly provides
you with a choice of running your
graphics or headines over one, two
o three columns, depending on the
prominence you wish to give them
The grid structure enables flxiilty.
For example, in a three-column grid,
you could als0 run an ilustration

dynamic qoalky n, having typo-
graphic or graphic elements break-
ing out of their space and occupying
part of a neighbouring column.
Comics (or graphie novels if you
want to be fancy), which adhere to
the grid approach more strictly than
most publications, use a similar tech-
nique by having figures stepping out
of their frames to suggest moverhent
or violent action:

But it is as well to master the more
formal approach before breaking the
conventions. The body copy of text
provides the rigid structure of the
design since it is normally placed on
the page within columns o an equal
size

The text columns provide an over-
all and basically unchanging shape.
Variety is provided within the
columns by using type in different
sizes, styles and mare than one type-

uest columnist John
Walker edits the Amiga area on
Micronet. This article s part of a
series on DTP which can be
accessed by keying *AMI|

face. The density of the columns of
type is lightened by the adition of
sub-headings, which remain within
the column setting,

Vision in Blue
Designers have usually worked up
theirlayouts on specialpages printed
with grids in blue, which will not
show up when the finshed layout is
photographed. You can follow the
tradition by printing blank pages
marked with a grid and designing
your layouts on them. but it is quick-
rto do it onscreen with DTP pro-
grams.

You can speciy the columns you
want, import text, which at this
stage can consist of anything ( keep
afile of 1,000 words n Latin for tis
purpose) and have tinted boxes to
represent the graphics. Using 50
magnification in Professional Page
and Pagesetter or the Show Full
Page option in Pagestream will
enable you to see the whole page
on-creen.

With PageStream, | usually work
on the Show Facing Pages option,
which displays two pages side by
side. It better to see both, since
that basic it of design of a book or
newsletter or similar publcaton is a
spread of two pages, which need to
balance one another. Is a ource of
iritation that neither of Gold Disk's
DTP programs yet provide this acii-
5

You can alter on screen the
dimensions of graphics and play with
the balance of text, ilustrations and
headiines far more easily than you
aper, where every
change requires a fresh sheet.

Both Professional Page and
PageSetter provide space next to the
displayed page where you can store
the various elements of the design
while you move things around. In
Pagestream you can keep clip art
and other elements in a separate
window,

Obviously there's no room here to
9o into the basics of design in detail
but the concept of the grd is easy
enough to grasp. It is an enormous
boon to beginners since it provides a
firm structure and disciplined
approach to any type of publicaton.
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Speccy emulator
I am writing in reply to the letter headed
“Commodore Speccy’ n the leter pages of issue
35 of Amiga Comuting

The Spectrum Emulator is available from our

PD Library at a cost of £1 for the disk plus £1 P&P.

he emulator has a range offeatures inclucing
the facity to load games from tape via a sound
digitser, which means that your old Spectrum
games can be transered o the emulator without
wouble!

A complet lsting of our ffine PD fibrary can
be downloaded from our bulletin board on 0293-
884117 (300 - 2400bd) or by post from Runway
AS00 (PD Sales), The Hope, Vicarage Road,
Crawley Down, Susex RH1O 4

1 hope this information is of help to readers
inquifing about the emuator

Steve Sheldon, Sysop Manager, Runway AS00,
Crawley Down, Sussex.

How's this for starters?
Judging by some of the recent eters and com-
ments, a few of your readers want to know how
10 start i assembly language programming,

I've wasted quite a few quid on over-technical,
assume-you-know-the-basics type books, and
have finally found a good, entry level 68K pro-
gramming book - 68000, 68010, 68020 Primer,
by Kelly-Bootle and Fowler, published by Sams,
1SBN 0-672-22405-4 (£20).

Although not specically for the Amig, t s an
excellent book for beginners

Keep up the good work on a truly excellent
magazine and, no, | don't have an intrest in the
book company!

Michael Ferrier, Louth, Lincs.

| want to be transformed
iy of your readers know of anyone who st
sells The Transformer PC emulator? | know it s
slow and s textbased, but most of my PC pro-
grams are text-based anyway. Can you hlp?
LF Jones, Fordingbridge, Hants.

Is there anybody out there who can advise?
Call us or write to us, and we'll be happy to
pass on any glad tidings.

The creative urge
1 Would like {0 buy AMOS The Creator. However,
my brothers tell me it s almost impossible to
Jearn and sart to wave their hands about to indi-
cate the size of the manual.

Personaly | reckon | could cope with the 300
page manua, the only problem being the time |
Would have to spend going through .

Ave they rght in saying it is extremely hard to
get to grips with, o are they just being sexist? Do
You know of any demos of AMOS | can get hold
oftory it out befor | buy it?

Kate Hall, Wisbech, Cambs.

Buy it and prove them wrong, Kate. There is
some work involved, as with all applications
which fall into the more serious category, but
if you're keen enough to succeed, you'll win

EZRA EZRA EZRA E:

Write to Ezra Surf, Amiga Computing, Europa House, Adlingion Pafk,

through. Demos of AMOS? Contact Sandra
Sharkey at the AMOS Public Domain Library,
25 Park Road, Wigan, WN6 7AA, Tel (0942)
495261

Grovelling pays off
Congratulations on the best Amiga magazine by
far: the others are only worth a casual flick
through in the local newsagents. Amiga
Computing is the only one worth buying.

1 have only had my Amiga 00 for a short
while but | am already very interested in DTP
applications. | am contemplating buying
Pagesetter Il, but would like to know more about
it before | spend my hard-eared money.

In the March issue | noticed a about in the
‘International Rescue' section about an article
reviewing this program’ in April 1990.
Unfortunately | iso notced an item n the same
sue saying back issues are not available.

Surely someone at Amiga Computing must
have a pile of back issues in their personal stock
because | can't believe such important contribu-
tions to Amiga ierature would be thrown away,
certainly not by such intelligent people! (is that
enough groveling?).

Please, please, PLEASE could someone send me
a photocopy of this aricle? | know it will be an
objective and thorough review, and | promise |
willbuy every ssue in futu

imon Snewin, Stoke-on-Trent

Back issue avallability is unfortunately restrict-
d to the last six issues at any one time, and it

Macclesfield SK10 4NP

would be an administrative nightmare for us
to start a general photocopying service.
However, Siman, because you've grovelled so
well, and 0 long as you keep your side of the
bargain, you will be receiving a copy of our
objective appraisal of Pagesetter Il in the post
any day now!

Incidentally, those back issues for the past
six months should be ordered from Database
Direct, FREEPOST, Ellesmere Port, South Wirral,
L65 3€B. Back issues include the cover disk and
the cost is £3.10. Postage is, of course, free if
youtre in the UK. See our Reader Offers near
the back of this issue for full detail

The best solution is to place a regular order
or become a subscriber, then there’s no chance
of missing anything!

Sexism takes a bashing
@ Stevie Kennedy's articke callng for an end t0 sex-
ism in computing in the February ssue of Amiga
Computing obviously stuck a chord with the witer
o the following leter.

Just to fill you in on the background, . A. Mari
‘has written to another Amiga magazine, Amiga
User Intnernational, part of Maxwell Specialist
Magazines (with which we have no connection)
complaining about an rtcephgging an apparent
Iy overtyseist computersed jgsow puzzle

In that letter, she says she is “appalled that you
evidently ff it worthwhil o celbrae tis waste of
time and intelligence on the part of the (doubless
male) programmer, and with a picture, too, " and
adds: It realy s abou time tht some thought was
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given to the raison d'etre of computing. Would
YOU like your son/brother/father to buy this jig-
saw? Do you thnk it likely that your daughter/sis-
ter/mother would buy it? Would you fike your
daughter/ister/mother to have been the model for
thisjigsaw?”

Heretter tousis s folows:

1 enclose a copy of a letter | have sent to Amiga
User Internatiol following your back page artcle
in the February 1991 issue of Amiga Computing.

“This letter expressed my views on sexist soft-
ware and also on wider issues, Sexism pervades
the entire computer industry and the possible
purchase of sexist software i the END of the ine,
ather than the beginning.

‘Who sold you your machine? Who have you
spoken to on the phone about your machine?
Who wites the majority of both letters and arti-
cls in the magazines you read? Who opened up
your 'box’ if anyone ever has? Wha are the peo-
ple YOU consider to be most computer lterate?

s you say, Stevie, until this issue i addressed
by public debate these very serious problems will
prolierate and girls and women will have less
and less influence on the very fabric of the soci-
ety of which they are alegally equal part.

| regret that neither of my letters are on
Amiga readable floppies but | am in fact a PC
user! (Doesn'tstop me having views, though)

Allthe best.

¥ AMari, Kingsbury, London

@ Do you have a view on sexism in comput-
ing? If 5o, why not help to keep the debate
going by dropping me a line?

Top of the zaps?

While browsing through the magazines on the
shelves of my local newsagent, | had an idea
which, f adopted, could change people’s views
on computer games

My idea i the creation of a televison pro-
gramme, much fike Top of the Pops, but to do
with computer oftware

The programme could incude features such

as
@ Top Ten Games - a st o top games for al for-
mats
@ Interviews — conversations with top program-
mers and graphic artist elc.
@ Previews - in depth view of games currently
being developed.
@ News - information like game prices and
release dates

I believe such a programme would be warmy
recelved by the punters. However, perhaps the
computer magazines ~ yourselves included —
may see this type of television series as a threat
to your livelinood as gamesplayers would not
have to pay to receive up-to-the-minute comput-
er game news

What are your views?

SN Hardy, Sheffield

1 love your idea of a computer games TV pro-
gramme. It would probably be best suited to
Channel 4, which bravely caters for many dif-
ferent interests and groups. It might be an
even better idea if it covered not only games,
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Chaos and Megadeath.
| bought my Amiga 500 second-hand about

\ree months ago, and for a while everything
worked perfectly. | received many games with
the computer which were all copied. When |
loaded up one of the disks, a message
appeared on the screen reading: “Chaos and
Megadeth present another cool spread ——
does this bootblock offend you?? If so then call
me (find my number and its usage will be

stopped).

Examining the bootblock more carefully
with Killdavirus 11 | found the phone number
‘but when | dial it | gt the unobtainable tone.

‘Examining some of my other disks, | found
that one was infected with the AIDs virus and
another with the Northstar virus. | tried con-
tacting the person from whom | had bought
my Amiga but he has moved away.

‘Now, for the same reason, | can't save any-
thing, or copy or initialse any disks, and thus
can't move the viruses.

Sometimes, after the computer has been on
about 20 minutes, it crashes and  guru medi-
tation message appears on the screen.

Please help.

Gregor McCarthy, Dundee.

You are suffering because of the stupidity of
your machine’s previous owner, I'm afraid.
“cracked” software has its price:

S0 what can yo do now? A good start
‘would be to consign all your pirated games
to the formatting pile. If any of your com-
mercial software has been damaged run it
through “Killdavirus”. It may salvage the
Software. It may not. Try to keep these
nfected disks away from your computer ar
it should be fine.

but some of the other interesting applications,
t00.

Would we see such a programme as a threat
to our livelihood? | seriously doubt whether a
show lasting half an hour o 50 could ever rival
the range of coverage we give in Amiga
Computing. We estimate that to cover all
aspects of the Amiga like we do would require
a programme lasting the best part of a day!
And then, what about the formats covered by
other magazines?

School for computer fliers
| caught Amigaiis last November when | had
Sublogic Fight Simulator 2 demonstrated to me
atafiend's home.

A few day's later, my friend helped me spend
. around £600 on an AS00 and accessories so that |
could also experience the mysteries of this com-
puter and satsly my craing for fight simulation
programs.

1'am fortunate tha, some years ago, | held a
licence to fly small fan-driven aircraft and also
gides. S it was not oo difficult for me to get
these programs airbome and back down on the
ground in one piece.

Some of the less fight-experienced people
who also own Amigas and have fight sim pro-
grams seem to get disheartened quite quickly

after a few crashes. So my question i to pro-
grammers: Why has there not been an instruc-
tion program written to teach budding computer
pilotsto fly?

| feel sure it could be done, with instruction
prompts flashing on the screen, ‘alking’ the
trainee around the circuit and then letting one
g0 solo’ when sufficient experience has been
gained.

Has there ever been a glider, sailplane pro-
gram produced for the Amiga? If not, why not?
The challenge of one’s solo ‘Cs then progressing
to bronze, siver, gold and the diamonds would
make an interesting program.

As with FS2, if scenery disks could be added,
one could soar over the Alps in wave in an
attempt to reach record alttudes. The potential
challenge is aimost endless

Malcolm Jay, Chingford, London

Sounds like you could become a real high flier
i the software world, Malcolm. All you need to
do is learn how to program! Failing that, why
ot present your ideas to some of the software
companies? Be very businesslke and make sure
you don't end up parting with an outline for a
sim program for little or no reward.

As for glider/sailplane programs for the
Amiga, we don't know of any existing ones.
Does anyone else?

No show for the Scots?
Can anyone tell me when there will be a com-
puter exhibition thatwill be open o the genera
publicin Scotland?

In Glasgow recently there has been a trade
only computer exhibition. | am sure the comput-
er hardware and software companies would find
it to their advantage to have an exhibition that is
suitable to everyone, similar to those held in
Wembley in December or Hammersmith in
January:

Why is it that all these public exhibitions are
only in the London area? Come on, computer
Companies — there are other areas for you o
show your merchandise. This also applies to the
computer press.

“| am sure the readers of Amiga Computing
and other computer magazines vill agree with
me on the above

Robert Dalgleish, East Kilbride.

Yes, Robert, I'm sure they do! Especially the
‘many thousands of Scottish ones. The show
you refer to, which took place in Glasgow at
the end of February, must obviously be the
Scottish Computer Show. Unfortunately,this is
the only major Scottish show we've had any
detals of in recent times. Can anyone advise
us of any others in the pipeline? We'd be glad
to print details on our news pages.

ot
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The Amiga Computing team
chill out.

Over the last three years we have used to announce winners of our
had intermittent tiva sections going new monthly competitions and
by various names. First there was offioad alltha tivial stuff that some-
“Guru's Haunt” and then the infa- how doesn't it into the rest of the
mous “Last Bit” magazine.

With so many down-ight quirky  We will also be offloading the
things happening out in Amigaland  contents of our magic cupboard to
now is as good a time as any to any readers who can be bothered
introduce a down right sily page. _ entering downright pointless compe-
Thus you are now reading Rock
Lobster, We don't aspire to the dizzy
depths of other magazine trivia
columns - Rock Lobster will be sily
but not stupid This page will be
eecccccce

Caughtin
the act!

In the best traiton of trivia,
here is the first of many
Rock Lobster Caption
Competiions.
The photo shows freelance
genius Nik “Green" Veitch caught in the act
with horror-sar cum computer game celeb Elvira
“The best caption ins a stunning prze. Any references to sicon valley will
be laughed at, then disqualifed.
Entries to: Caught in the Act, Rock Lobster, Amiga Computing, Europa House,
Adington Park, Adington, Mocclesield SK10 4NP
ee0000000000000000000

Now you NTSC it, now you don’t!
Apologies to our thousands of poor of' American buddies who have been hav-
ing problems getting our CoverDisk to co-operate. The reason s a smart itle
utity called ONLYPALT which is part of the disks startup. It sole purpose in
e Ay 1 chogsesto boo up in NTSC mode ater than
s oty PAL e, Being American, most USA Amiges take great
s and e 5 bt wp i f. T meas tha our ik st eeps
rebooting continuously, causing much burring and clicking and ltte else

‘We will be making altenative arrangements from next month onwards.
For the moment, f you are a US reader boot with your normal Workbench
disk. Making the CoverDisk “NTSC friendly” s a simple matter of editing the
Startup-sequence file in the S: directory and removing the reference to
ontyPALT

All you techno-junkies might be interested to know what the PAL and
NTSC sy achiaty sand o

s oo AemteLne, the 625 e TV syt usd n he UK
Most narked American telly junkies will try to persuade you it means Picture
Aoy

e e Amercan 525 fne syste. 1t described by most UK TV tech-
nicians as Never Twice the Same Colour. The true origin of NTSC is the
National Television Standards Committee.
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Loopy on Lemmings

20 Things you probably
didn't want to know
about Lemmings!

1 The Oxford Handy Dictionan/
defines a lemming as a small
arctc rodent reputed in migration to.
rush headlong onto the sea and
drown.

rowr
The original idea for
Lemmings was a
Dpaint animation
drawn by DMA pro-
grammer Mike Daill.
The song Syncronicity 2 by the
Police has a line “Packed like
Lemmings into shiny metal

bores”

Ideas to include tunes such as

Mission Impossible, A-Team,

Scooby Doo, Addams Fanily etc

knocked on the head due o fear of copyright

problems.

When ST Programmer Bian Watsonfrst saw a emming exploding he laughed

50 muchhefll of ischaic

“The first cover drawings for Lemmings proved to be too afien and unfiendly

Jooking, 5o designs were altered t the cute fury creatures in the bue jump

suits we have come to know and love.

e next word i the dictonary aftr Lemmings s "Lemon’.

The game will probably never be converted to the ZX81

One level carfully deigned by Dave Jones to be extremely hard, tumed out

1o be so easy it was considered stupid o include t n the game.

10 Trying to sampl high pitched squeaky messages tat are easy to understand
is very ificut. Everyone alsoflt stupid rying it

11 The fist person to complte the game was a chapinthe tats who compet-
ed all the levels in 20 hour marathon stint.

12 Contraryto popular bele, Lemmings do not ppear in th fim *High Noon”.

1 ming has America, yet.

14 There ae over 330 nimationsofth e guys.

15 The enamel Lemimings badges have become a much sought after commodiy.

16 There isa speciallevel in each of the four sectons of the game. Thse are il
from other Psygross games, and should be ealy recogrisable to most Amiga
owners.

17 DMA Design are now working with Amiga 300
machines. These are truly excelent machines dudes

18 Watch out for the Lemmings band demo coming soon to an ATiga near you.

19 Lemmings are not cannibals and do not smoke. The guys on the coverof the
boxare onlypretending.

20 Lemmings s undoubtedly the best game ever witen for any computr any
where, probably.

as their development

Win a Lemming!
Do you crave your very own cutesy Lemming to float proudly next to
Lemming's enamel badges? Do you have a space on your wardrobe for a
“Save the Lemmings” sticker? Act now and all your wildest dreams could
be realised!
Computing, Europa House, Adiington Park, Macclesfeld SK10 4NP
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Amiga
Repairs

If something s wrong with your Ariga
500 or C64, who better to turn to than
the Commodore National Repair
Centre.

For all repairs to your computer, one low
payment covers diagnoss, fepair
(including parts and labour) and delivery

back!o you
5 And, as a special bonus, you can receive
a free piece of software if you contact us
y hefore 4th June 1991
o
The experience and expertise of our
technicians ensures that your computer
: is repaired to a high standard at a low
cost. And each repair will be carried out i
" within 12 working days! 2
- To schedule a repair and claim your free
4 software, simply call Michelle or
g Matthew on 0733 391234
. Please be ready to give your name,
] address, computer type, serial number
] and the type of fault
. The cost s £49.95 for an Amiga 500
; and £39.95 for a C64. Payment can be
e made by cheque, postal order or credit
card
.
FREE And remember, if you call before 4th
SOFTWARE June you can claim a FREE piece of
software.
- Commodore National
r Repair Centre
s
uld
3 0733 391234 £49.95
me
FMG House COVERS
o Newcombe Way, Orton Southgate ANY
Peterborough PE2 0SF REPAIRS




Get the most out of your Amiga by adding:

“‘The Complete Colour Solution”

The Worlds ultimate creative leisure product for your
Amiga. Capture dynamic high resolution images into
your Amiga in less than one second.

Images can now be grabbed from either colour
video camera, home VCR or in fact any still video
source. The traditional method of holding three
colour filters in front of your video camera is certainly
a thing of the past. Because Vidi spits the RGB
colours electronically there are no focussing o
movement problems experienced by some of our
slower competitors. Lighting is aiso less of an issue
as light is not being shut out by lens filters. Put all
this together with an already proven Vi
Amiga/VidiChrome combination and achieve what
is probably the most consistant and accurate high
quality 4096 colour images ever seen on the Amiga.

The colour solution is fully compatible with all
Amiga’s from a standard A500 to the ultimate A3000.
No additional RAM is required to get up and running.

You will see from independant review

[ st choice.
and that was before the complete solution was
launched. If you have just purchased your Amiga
and are not sure what o buy next, then just read

Whe
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*Actual unretouched digitsed screenshot”

® Grab mono iméges from any video
ource
® Capture colour images from any still
ce.
® Digiise up to 16 mono frames on a
1meg Amiga.
@ Animate 16 shade images at different

® Create windows in both mono & colour.

. Paste areas from one frame to
another.

® Hardware and software brightness &
contrast control.

® Choice of capture resolutions standard

& Dynamic interiace.

Full Palette control.

Add text or draw Within art package.



